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Can you trust
the Bible to
help you
counsel others?
To change your
own life?
say these Christian leaders.
Come hear them at the
Summer Institute of Pastoral Studies
The Christ ian Counsel ing and Educat ional Foundat ion
sponsors these one week courses of over forty
classroom hours specif ical ly to train the Christ ian
pastor,  counselor and act ive lay person to use the
Bible with conf idence, to ski l l fu l ly minister to people
with problems as wel l  as to examine their  own l ives.
DR. JAY E.  ADAMS, noted author  and Dean of  the Chr is t ian
Counsel ing and Educat ional  Foundat ion,  wi l l  lecture
th roughou t  t he  week  on  COUNSELING AND THE BOOK OF
JA[/ ES
DR. LAWRENCE J.  CRABB. JR. .  Chairman of  the
Department  of Bib l ica l  Counsel ing at  Grace Theological
Seminary in  Winona Lake,  l l l ino is ,  and respected psychologrst
and author ol Effective Biblrcal Counseltng and lhe Marrrase
BuiHer,  wi l l  ecture on THE PTACE OF THE BIBLE lN
COUNSELING
DR. RAY C. STEDMAN, pastor  of  Peninsula Bib le Church rn
Palo Al to,  Cal i forn ia,  nd author  of  the popular  Body L i fe,  wi l
l cad  the  B IBLE  EXPOSIT ION HOUF
DR. JOHN F.  BETTLER, Director  of  the Chr s t ian Counsel ing
and Educat ional  Foundatron.  wi l l  lecturc on THE BIBLE AND
HUN/AN SEXUALITY Role models,  gender dent ty ,
homosexual i ty  and mar i ta l  sexual i ty  are arr rong the top cs
covered in th is  course.
DR. WAYNE A.  MACK, respccted author  and oounselrng
superv isor  at  the Chr is t  an Counsel ing and Educat ional
Foundat ion,  wi l l  present  in  the evening t rme an in depth
INTRODUCTION TOBIBL ICAL  COUNSELING
MR. ROBERT LOVE, President  of  Love Box Company n
Wichi ta,  Kansas,  Iormer board member of  the Nat ional
Association of Manufacturers, and author of How to Start Your
Own School, wil l deal with the persisting problem of HOW TO
HELP PEOPLE IN  F INANCIAL  D IFF ICULTY
For more information and registration material, please write:
Ghristian Gounseling ano
Educational Foundation
1790 East  Wi l low Grove Avenue.  Laverock.  PA 191 18
215t884-7676
Are you as informed as yourd like to be
about all the great events and movements
of your lifetime?
For the Jirst timet a aweeping, detailed survey ot
the significant events oJ our century -
by a conaervative. And one who manages
to be both stylish and blunt
Rarely dms a work of history rcceive fiom major publicalions the un-
bridfed enthusiasm that is geeting Modem Tties. Sfll less often does
such r book by a consenrlive enjoy lhis kind of rcception,
"A bold and capacious mind is required for what paul Johnson has undertaken inthis book: a history of the world uring the last 60 years, taking in all continents
and major countries. Fortunately, the author possesies in abundince the qualitiii
necessary. to the enterprise....unites historical nd crjtical consclousness....Johnson is most interested.throughout.in drawi g conclusions, many of them pro_
vocatrve, trom his materials. He stands inthe train of those historians of the'lasttwo centuries for whom historical writing seemcd profitless untess it yielded ul
revelations and.judgments pertinent tothe world around us....By far ih. greatripart 0t Mr. Johnson's book is concerned with.. . the wil l  ro powir.. . l t  is ln thislight that Mr. Johnson sees the.rise, commencing with ienin, of,gangster_
statesmen.' Among them he includes most prominently Mussolini, Staffi, frjtbr
and_Mao Zedong. In Mr. Johnson's view, Lenin was by far the most infiuential
...A good deal of Mr. Johnson\ book is devoted io tracing the spread ofLeninism, and all its ramifications, i  the worrd. ordinariry we strirpty ailtinluistr
communism from what became known as fascism. But hi sees the'distinctiin asbeing without much difference. Alr the founding fathers of totaritarianism, Hitrer
and Mussolini i cluded, were socialists in principle. ..There are 20 closelyipacked
chapten in the book, and I must content myself'with a modest election ti, iorr.yits.riches-......we.can take a great deal of intellectual pleasure in his book, which is
a trufy_disringuished work of history." _ Roberi Nisbet, page I, Ny TinesBook Review
"Brilliant, densely..textured, intellectually challenging.. .skillfully com_pressed...powerfully cautionary book." - Edmund Fuller. l{oll St.
Journal
"Rip-roaring survey of the pathology of modern relativism...Drovo-
catle." - Time
"Delicious...Johnson's verdicts on historical f igures are shrewd and
unsparing. He calls Candhi a ,sorcerer's apprentice' whose rhetoric of
nonviolence--was'nonsense, '  giv n the tui inoi l  he ignited... .About
American affairs Johnson is extremely keen. He speaks-contemptuously
of 'the Watergate witch-hunl,' brought aboui by people'in th!
ln:9i1 .. ;.hS is not fooled by the favorable publicity the iacrivist' lread:teltrst) Judrctary has received at home. .But he ends on a note of hope,
see.ing 'palimpsests of freedom' amid the destruction." _ 
"losephSobran, Nalional Review
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How do you score
on men and evcnts?
Fill in the blanks with the peopte paut Johnson
is referring to:
"The 
-  invasion [of  Washington] ,  one v is i t ing
statesman.observed,  was ' l ike wafchi r ig  the BorgiS
brothers take over a respectable north lt i l ian town-'."(Page 614)
" ln  the atomic f ie ld Soviet  agents inc luded Jul ius and
Ethel  Rose.nberg.  Morton SbOel t ,  David Greengrass,
Harry Gold, 
_ 
(alias Alexander Steven's), to
whom Whi t taker  Chambers acted as cour ier , 'and
Jacob Golos,  as wel l  as Klaus Fuchs,  who had'been
cleared by Brit ish security." (page 456)
"Yet 
- was not a statist. He said ne was
against  any at tempt ' to  smuggle fasc ism into Amer ica
through the back door ' .  On many issues he was al i be ra l  . .  . .He  d id  no t  make  an t i -Semi t i c  j okes ,  l i ke
Woodrow Wi lson and h is  wi fe or  Frankl in  i loosevel t .
To a.very wide. spectrum of educated American opin-
i gn ,  hg  was  the  l ead ing  Amer i can  pub l i c  man . . . "(Page 243)
History Without Tears
We stick with many a book because it 's good for us,because we ought to read il. Modern Tmes rs a
lve1cgpe change, colnpulsively readable. As the snip-pets above suggest, Paul Johnson is a pleasure to reab.
A hng, lcisurely "good
reod" of 817 pger a 54
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EDITORS'NOTE
ne of the greatest joys of being a Christian is leading
an unsaved person to Christ. Yet evangelizing is one of
the most difficult responsibilities for some Christians
to execute. In this issue we iook at evangelism-why we don't
do it, and why we should, and how we can be more effective
in our witness for Christ.
How many times has an opportunity to witness been easily
excused away? "Each excuse I had ever had was destroyed, literally
demolishedl' savs Norman Geisler in his article "Excusesl' He
gives an account of why he was not witnessing and what hap-
pened to change his ways.
C. Sumner\femp outlines the steps for personal evangelism
and Elmer Towns tells why evangelism is as hot as ever but the
old methods are cooling off.
Giving invitations to a child to accept Christ must be done
correctly and sensitively, as the child's eternal destiny is at stake.
Jean Beck gives hints for making salvation clear and meaningful
to a young child. Fundamentalism Today looks at repentance
and its role in salvation.
'While Scripture memorization enriches the believer's life, it
also provides an easy tool for personal evangelism. Allen
McClellan writes on how to use memorized Scripture in witness-
ing for Christ. In an interview, evangelist Del Fehsenfeld talks
about revival and evangelism and answers ome complaints about
evangelists.
Personal evangelism is often an area of our Christian life that
causes us to feel weak, insufficient, and unprepared. \ile can tap
the power of God and overcome these feelings, but we must be
willing to do as He commands. Sharing the gospel is not always
easy but it is always rewarding.
Religious freedom, parental rights, and the mandates of gov-
ernment have become conflicting issues in Nebraska and Jbn-
nessee. The news section reports on seven fathers being jailed
for sending their children to a Christian school and a mother
jailed for wanting to see that her child was not forced to read
humanistic literature. These parents are sacrificing so that others
will have the right to raise their children as God leads.
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Shimei's Dust
To-  f 'o r  on t - ' r  r , ra  Fundon_ento l .
rsts hove mornlorned thot o dechne
n  o t z c n c o l  q l r a  a - q q r ^ n  a n r j  n c t r r r r t i r
' v v L l J I v v v J U l v I l v I ] v v v L l v l L y
ntn_ ar  . ,  , , , luc j l  decl tne ]n
our churches, we hove stressed out-
reo.h ro lhe.rnconverled hrough pul
n  t  o \ / - r , - a l  r c m  n r , r - l  o r r c n n o l r c t r e
meeltngs
, \ l t h n r  r a h  a r  r r  - \ / n n - o l r c l  r a  m o a l .
11^  t  1 r7o  I  oo1  rn . l  S l t l l  O Ie  Com.
n -na r , l q  r n  o r l anao l r qa ( ,  a l t o  l ho r z  nn l
, - l ' l \ / - v - n r  a :  I '  r f  l r  l t l l O l| | ) ) y ' ^ v L L ' l ! J
lnor ,  oul rgf  cn)  lne empnosrs o j ler  oL
c  n n  a i t r n e l r n a  a n d  l - r
. . .  _  , r r n g t n g  r n e  u n -
convened lo Chrrst ron Iun where 'hey
rr l l  be conl ror  , red wlrh lhe gospel
Thot  sounds rke rndrog doesnt  r t )
T o c r  r c  n n r a l ^ ' l o  n {  l h a
- u v  / v  P u r  ) t J t u  9 t  r l l g  l v J  J l  l u g v
polnls ln onother chrectron The
ql or,l ,orrl I d nn a'a.- O brLIbOOfd OUl.
c r . l o  l h a  c h r o o n f n l . l  l .  r n \ / r l o  n ^ q q r n -y v J J ! ,  ' v
c h o o r ,  r a  r l r n n  r n  D n l l  ' ,  v , .  t '  r  ' ^ /
" l  i u u | J  ,  ) .  ) l -  . -  l  r \ u . . l q r  l l g  L U U f ,  L I I Y
rnrtrqtlve ond wenl rnto the wllds to
l oak  fa r  l l  o  qhoon
l - - r o m  o r , l l r ;  r n z o  r d o n l r h ;  o r i c n c o l r q m
exclusrvely  wl lh  our  rn-drog oc l tv l l res
Hence if someone colls for o crlltcol
exomrnotron o1 the usefulness of con
\ / o n l r - n a l  o t l c n n a l r q t r e  m a o l  r n a c  r i a
fenders of the Fundomentohst stotus
m ra  hoeon,o  r lo fonqr r r1 . ' * ,  e o n o . L n l e r l f r e '
t h o  e a l l  { a r  c e n  r t r n r r  A l  r n  ^ r - ^  ^ c  ^ n  . r 1 -
r i l I  v ' 1 r ! u , u v L . ! u , ' u '
l . t r -k  n r  a \ /anaa cm r rSOlJ
Thcrt defensrve ottltude con bhnd
^ .  r . t - r a  r h n  r - r  r  r c ^ , , ^ F u t e  w h l c n  j s o n
outreoch The model rs the Incorno-
tron rtselJ, the ultrmote outreoch mrs-
c  on  A c  mr r  Fr r t  hor  hmr  ' -r r r l  r u . . r L r , . J . l  I  E l l  l l l U  U V U I I
ca  c .ond I  r io r  r  /  Tohn ) f )? l
A ^  n r  r  q . - ' o l ' /  h e C O m e S  m O f eJ v ! r v '  y
^a . .  n r , -a - - r  ' v t l l  be  less  rn_v !  vv rL
cl lned lhon ever  Io occepr our  lnvr lo-
I  orc lo crrr - rnrro l  c ' r r -  f  r  rnqt lgng Oni
r - . l r a a  r n r r l l  n r a r r a  l o c -  a { ( a r l s r rU  * : ,  v v  1 - 1  l J .  J  v V  - V J J  g l l g u  l l  V g
' c . r -h 'n r r  non-ahr is t rons  w l lh  I
nncnol
Tne pressure of rhe lrmes could well
force us lo drscord ln-drog lechnrques
-rnrl rrjonl ra-' a1l rt-oach.
Sir trr,et
Pick ond choose...
A nmo LJr  rn t ' c  a r l rn lo  A l l ' q  NIa l  \A / rnna
rn / i I ] r  \A /^mon 'q  D inh Ic"  / \ lmromhor  IQR? '
' I J  \ '  
! v v v I
, . , ^ -  ^ . , ^ ^ | ^ ^ t  T ^ i ^ ^ i  t h ^ , ^  ^ , ^  t ^ - t ,
w u J  c ^ U U l l u t  I r  I t  L U U U U ,  I  t U l U  U t U  t u ! , l l l -
m ^ t ^  ^ ] ^ . r r c a c  n n ^  ' ' , , l l s l r C e S  W o m e nu  v a  r s  r r  r J '
c l r l l  f a c o  n n r ' l  l h o r i  c h a r  r l A  l - n  n a r r r a AJrru rvug. u] -  f ,  r-  .u y J- .vuu l€ lul  lw 9u
T l n a c  r h c l  m o - n  - a a a n l  r n n  o r r a n z  l c q r
'ener of modern femrnism. such os
obortron ond lesblon mornoge? God
fn rh , re l  Rr  r t  c r  r ro l r r  - ^mn^qcr^nd lo  rn -
'+l  t . icnl l --h's 'rrrns .r luld never foLl l
r l  -  .-^^ { rL i^ .-^ r} !  L ove come IIomr r l s \ , u v u  [ 1 l 1 l g J  r r l u r  1 l
'he wome.n's movemenl shellers for
h r o l l o r o r l  1 ^ / ^ m a n  ( - ^ -  . . f . ^ , ^  ^ ^ r  t - f ^! / v r  . . v - - ,  r u | , U  U I l J I )  U U l l l U l ) ,
o m  r c l  n n t z  f n r  o m  r n l  r n r o r k  q l o n n r n c! - tsvI l ,v l
c o v r r n l  t , - r ^ e c m a n l  n n r - l  r - l r c n o l l r n n
f n n l r c h  m r r l h c  n n r l  d o m o r ] i n n  q t o r o n
v i l u  u v v , v u , r l v  r L ! , e v
rypes
I l  rs sod lo encounrer rrlergymen
who treot women os seruonts Some
ore collous loword bcrllered wives, ol
r ^ n A r ^ n l  n f  t h a  f r n a n e r n l  l a a n l  a n r - l
q^^ . r  Inaat  ' r  oc  rn76r1-Un hOVe fOCed
IOr Centurtes
Rr r l  mnnr i  n ronehorc  fa r - lm i  r_ lo  ro .
q n a - T  t h o i r  f o l l n r n l  n r i m n n  n o r n - q
' lhonk Cod lor those clerqymen who
c l a n r - l { n c t l r r  n r o n n h  l r n r ] r t ' a n a l  r r n l r  r o cy  v ' u u u '
' . , h , ] a  r a r a a r ' n a  r r a A r r ' 1 p 1 o l  o b u s e s
\,4araaral  T Kamnf
L  r \ v 1 1 1 | - l
G r o o n h a l i  \ r l n n r l n n r i
" D i a h l  n n l "r \ r v r r L  v r r ;
I  h r m r o  l l  r c l  r a - d  N I ^ ^ ^ - ^  E  '  '  (  ) r|  |  , v  r !  u J .  . L u u  I Y U V D I L y  U l  1 ( g
r r , , r - 1  p r m e h r n r l  / l \ l m r o m h e r  I Q R ? ,  T h o
t n n o  l h o m a  n n r - l  e a n l r a l  m a c e d d a  \ ^ / ^ e
c n  r r n l _ r  t  n n  '  T  l _ , m r o  n n t  r o a . i  a n r r l h  r n n
r n  r a a a n l  \ / o f l f q  ^ n  l h r q  c r  r h ) r o e l  l h a l
sl  r ror l  mv horrT rrko 'h lS O|tCle
Cod bless yoJ rn your lobors fol
Him
I-tnn Pm'l C,,r:.,t Proc'dgn1v r u  y ,  r  : r  J l e \
Jrmmy Swoggorl Btble College
Rmon Dnr r r - ro Tnr I  s  ar  O! v t v l r  a \ v u v !
Thqnk you, Mrs. Schoeffer. ..
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JIPPY IALVflLL COMMENTcI
Turning the World
Upside Down
urning the world upside down for the lord seems like
an impossible task. Yet we see in the Book of Acts that
120 men and women accomplished just that as they
took the gospel from Jerusalem to Judea and the uttermost parts
of the earth. Imagine having that kind of impact with no televi-
sion, radio, or any other means of mass communication. These
early Christians were simply following Christ's Great Commis-
sion to tell the world of His birth, death, and Resurrection. That
commission was not limited to them but is a directive for Chris-
tians throughout the ages. \7e can have the same impact in this
twentieth cenrury if we follow the plan of reaching our Jerusalem,
our Judea, our Samaria, and the uttermost parts of the earth.
Working through the l,ocal Church
The local church is the key. In Acts we see that the church
in Jerusalem filled the city with their doctrine. Several years later
Th, tw entieth. century church
mt$t employ tw entieth. century
methods to take the gospel to the
unsoved, or she will become
extinct.
the believers there were said to have turned the world upside
down (Acts 17:6).
I have always said that two-by-two visitation is God's ultimate
way of reaching the world. Nothing can replace this type of per-
sonal evangelism, and the local church is God's cornerstone for
personal evangelism. As such, the church must constantly ex-
amine its evangelistic methods and discipleship programs. Dur-
ing the sixties and seventies, countless churches relied heavily
I
decade each church must look at its
for others. In this
rengths and weak-
it can best develop its evangelistic Perhaos it will choose
a bus ministry or a radio ministry or a senior saints outreach
or a special program for families or all of these and more.
In building the Thomas Road Baptist Church we followed
the concept of saturation evangelism-sharing the gospel of
Christ with every available person by every available means at
every available time. liile had an assortment of "Super Days" and
Sunday school contests to encourage attendance. \7e organized
our visitation program on a blockby-block basis, knocking on
every door. \7e did not just visit those who had been guests at
church. \ile used radio, television, and the printed media to share
the gospel. Our goal was to offer exciting Christ.filled programs
for all ages and along the way develop special ministries to meet
special needs. \(/e will continue to do just that as our church,
our broadcast ministry, and our college and schools examine
new ways to meet needs and be a witness for Christ in our
Jerusalem-working toward the uttermost parts of the earth.
Thking Advantage of Every Opportunity
Paul's final charge to young Timothy was, "Preach the \ilord;
be instant in season, out of season" (2 Tim. 4:2). Preaching the
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"in season" is relatively easy when attending a Bible study,
speaking in church, or in fellowship with other believers. But
preaching the Word 'but of season" can be difficult, and this
is the place where we should do it most frequently. Some weeks
I travel as much as 5,000 miles and speak at 20 different meetings
or firnctions. Most of these are out of season-press conferences,
talk shows, and university campuses. I promised the lord a long
time ago that when He allowed me to speak in these kinds of siru-
ations I would present the gospel.
During the last year I have spoken at major college campuses
such as Harvard, Yale, UCLA, and Princeton. \Uhile some audi-
ences were cordial, yet skeptical, others have been extremely
Shodrrs the gospel with eaery
creohne must be our hishest
priority,
rude-everything from boos and hisses to bomb threats. Never-
theless, I use this out-of-season opportunity to explain Fun-
damentalism, give my testimony, and present the gospel of Jesus
Christ.
There are thousands of Christians doing exactly the same
thing. I am sure they find, as I do, that people are willing to
hear the issues and evaluate the facts, when they are presented
in a logical and loving fashion.
Our advantage, however, comes from the power of the mes-
sage we preach. It is not the mere philosophy of men. We have
the gospel of Christ, which is "the power of God unto salvation
to every one that believeth'fr,om. 1:16). Surely not all will believe
and be saved, but we have tremendous opportunities to preach
the \Uord and to plant the seed.
Certainly not everyone is called to preach, but we all have
opportunities to share the gospel. Right in our own backyard
we can reach people who have not heard of the saving power
of a risen Saviour.
Employing Every Possible Means
What did Jesus mean when He said, "He that believeth on
me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than
these shall he do" (John 14:12X Simply because there are many
more people now than at the time when Jesus lived, we can touch
more lives.
Along with unprecedented opportunities we have unpar-
alleled means to share the gospel. We are living in a high-
technology age that makes this tremendous prophecy a reality.
Some people overemphasize the "good old daysl' But today
is the best time there ever was. \Uho would trade in a microwave
oven, color television, or a car, for a campfire, the pony express,
or a horse and buggy? The technology and advancements that
are available to the unbelieving world today are also available
to the church of the living God. We need to harness these means
to get the gospel to our generation.
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God has given us extraordinary means to reach these masses.
For example, one of the most exciting is direct broadcasting, us-
ing large space dishes to pick up programs from satellites, mak-
ing it easy to receive programs from all over the world. In the
next decade, less expensive and more compact models will enable
private broadcasters such as local churches to make television pro-
grams, beam them to the satellite, and have the signal picked
up in thousands of homes. Churches will actually bypass the
major networks and save thousands of dollars in air time.
In times gone by the church was the center of social life. There
was little to distract people from regular attendance. Today's
church competes with television, weekend recreation, shopping
malls, jobs, and all the attractions of the world.
The twentieth-century church must employ twentieth-
century methods to take the gospel to the unsaved, or she will
become extinct. Conventional methods alone are not enough.
As far as the ability to reach people for Christ, there has never
been a time to compare with today. This is the day of great op-
portunity when we can see the truth of Christ's prophecy.
\ilhile no one knows the appointed hour of Christ's return,
we do know that it is certain. Sharing the gospel with every
creature must be our highest priority. \ile have the greater
means-television, radio, telephone hotlines, printed word, cas.
settes, computers, Sunday school buses, multimedia-to accom-
plish the goal of turning the world upside down for the [ord.
If we accept and follow Christ's directives in the Great Com-
mission and reach from our Jerusalem to Judea, to Samaria, and
to the uttermost parts of the earth, we can impact our world
like no other generation in history. O
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Is Repentance
Part of the Gospel?
he invitation of the gospel calling upon the sinner to
"believe" appears no less than 115 times in the New
Gstament without anv mention of reoentance.
Therefore, some conclude that repentance is not essential to the
gospel. Others believe that it was required only of the Jews. Still
others argue that repentance is required only of Christians who
are already saved.
What Does Repentance Involve?
There are two basic usages of the term repent (or repentance)
in the Scripture. The Hebrew word nachnm means to "be peni-
tent" or "sorry" ("lt repented the lord that he had made man"
Gen. 6:6). However, the word shub means "to turn back" ("Re-
pent, and turn yourselves from your idols" Ezek. 14.6). This lat-
ter usage implies a definite change of direction. Likewise, the
Greek of the New Gstament has two such usages. Metamelomai
means "to be concerned" or "sorry" ("Judas . . . repented himself"
Matt. 27:3). On the other hand, the word metanoeo means "to
have another mind" or "to change one's mind" ("Repent ye
therefore, and be converted" Acts 3:19). This latter usage is the
focus ofour concern in the doctrine ofrepentance. It is a change
of mind that leads to a chanse of direction and evidences itself
in changed action.
Is Repentance Necessary to Salvation?
The absence of a doctrinal statement in one part of the Scrip-
ture does not negate its emphasis in other parts. If there is sub-
stantial evidence of the requirement of repentance in the Scrip-
ture, then it does not matter whether it is mentioned in con-
nection with believe 115 times. Obviously, it is assumed. Let's
examine the evidence.
The rnessage ofJesus. Jesus preached repentance as a con-
dition to salvation at least 19 times. In addition, He called the
church to repent 7 times in the Book of Revelationl All three
synoptic Gospels record His statement of His earthly ministry:
"l am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance"
(Matt. 9:13; cf. Mark 2:17; Luke 5:32). The only way to escape
repentance as necessary to salvation is to fall back on the er-
roneous idea that He preached this only to Jewish sinners.
1a,
Jesus' initial preaching centered around the theme of repen-
tance: "Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matt.
3:2, c[.4:17). National repentance was the condition under which
Israel was to receive the kingdom, which of course they rejected.
In Luke 13:3 Jesus strongly announced, "Except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perishl' In the parable of the lost sheep Jesus
declared, "l say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven
over one sinner that repenteth" (Luke 15:7). Did He believe that
sinners needed to repent in order to gain heaven? The answer
is obvious. It is also true that believers can repent and often need
to do so. Yet, their need for repentance in no way proves that
the message of repentance is only for them.
The message of Peter and Paul. In Luke's version of the
Great Commission he records Jesus' direction to His disciples
"that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in
his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem" (ltke74:47).
Ga osks no mon to change his
own life, for no mon con.
Is the message of repentance for the Jews only? Obviously not.
It is to be preached to all nations. Did the disciples obey this
command?
Peter and Paul are the two major sources of New Gstament
preaching on repentance. In Acts 2:38 Peter urged the un-
converted Jews and proselytes at the Feast of Pentecost to "re-
pent and be baptized." In his second sermon at the Beautiful
Gate of the Gmple, he thundered, "Repent ye therefore, and
be converted, that your sins may be blotted out" (Acts 3:19).
Years later in 2 Peter 3:9 he wrote, "The l-ord . . . is longsuffering
to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should
come to repentancel' Again, it is clear in this context that if one
does not repent, he will perish.
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Paul also both preached repentance and wrote about it. To
the Greek "pagans" on Mars Hill in Athens he said,
"God. . . now commandeth all men everywhere to repent" (Acts
17:30). As far as the text indicates, there were no Jews present.
In Acts 20 Paul, having concluded his third missionary journey,
was sailing home to Antioch and stopped off at Miletus on the
coast of Asia Minor. There he sent a message to the elders of
the beloved church at Ephesus to come for a final meeting with
him. At that time he reviewed everything he felt was essential
in reminding them of "all the counsel of God" (v.27).
In his farewell message Paul clearly states, "I kept back nothing
that wap profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have
taught you publicly, and from house to house, testifuing both
to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God,
and faith toward our lord Jesus Christl' (Acts 20:20-21). This
message is quite clear that repentance was part of that essential
counsel of God. Again, this passage reinforces that both Jews
and Gentiles are to repent. It also states that repentance precedes
faith (cf. Acts 3:19, 11:18;2 Cor. 7:9-10, I'tke24:47 and 2 Tim.
225).
Even though the injunction to "believe" or exercise "faitn"' ap
pears alone over 100 times, this fact does not prove that repen-
tance is not necessary to salvation. Such an argument is based
upon silence. 'Wherever one finds both faith and repentance to-
gether in the same passage, he will observe the same formula;
repentance always precedes faith, understanding, or conversion.
Acts 20:21 refers to "repentance toward God, and faithtoward
our lord Jesus Christl' This suggests that repentance involves
a change of one's attitude toward God the Father. This change
prepares one for the response of faith toward Christ. Note the
case of the Philippian jailer, who had already fallen down under
conviction and cried, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" The
jailer did not need to be told to repent, since he was already
showing outward evidence of repentance. To him the message
of the gospel was, "Believe on the lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved" (Acts 16:31). Yet, only one chapter later in Acts
17:30, Paul, now preaching to unrepentant intellectuals, said that
God "now commandeth all men everywhere to repentl' \ilhy
the change? These intellectuals could not genuinely believe in
Christ until they first changed their basic attitude toward God
and His \ilord.
Is this evidence from Acts merely "transitional"?
There is only one real argument left to those who deny that
repentan-ce is to be preached to saved and unsaved alike. The
"hyperdispensational" idea says everything in the Book of Acts
is transitional from the Old Covenant, and therefore does not
apply to us today.
While certain concepts in the Book of Acts represent a defi-
nitely "ftansitional stage" (for example, the speaking in tongues,
miracles done by the apostles, attending synagogue Sabbath ser-
vices, and keeping certain Jewish feasts), this does not relegate
the entire book into the Old Gstament era. One major fact needs
to be remembered: the Book of Acts is the first chapter of church
history. Vhile the Epistles tell us what the church is, Acts tells
us what it did.
However, the Book of Acts was actually written after many
of the Epistles. \(/hile it contains a record of the early days of
the church, it also continues up to the time of Paul's imprison-
ment at Rome. For example, when Paul stood before King
Agrippa in Acts 26, most of his earthly life had already passed.
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And yet, even at this late date he declared, "Whereupon, O king
Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision: but
shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and
throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles,
that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet
for repentance" (w.19-20).
Three times in his Epistles, Paul refers to rcpentance: Romans
2:4, 2 Corinthians 7:9-10, 2 Timothy 2:25 (the last lefter he ever
wrote). The excuse that the evidence from Acts is merely "tran-
sitional" is fallacious. In 2 Corinthians 7, Paul warmheartedly
Mon is saq)ed on thebasis of
God's groce, through foith,
said, "Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye
sorrowed to repentance. . . For godly sorrow worketh repentance
to salvation" (w.9-10). Man must repent and believe the gospel
to be saved.
Is repentance a ttwork"? One of the major arguments of
those who reject the doctrine of repentance as necessary to salva-
tion is the contention that this makes repentance a "workl''Ib
which the obvious reply is that repentance is no more a "work"
than is faithl
Remember that repentance (metanoeo) is a "change of mind"
that leads to a change of action. Repentance, in the Scripture,
clearly comes before "turning to God" in trust or faith. The
"works" of rcpentance then follow the turn to God in faith. Thus:
REPENTANCE
(mind changed
toward God)
FAITH
(total trusting to the
finished work of Christ)
FRUIT
(works giving evidence that the repentance
and faith were genuine)
\7e need to remember clearly that God asks no man to
change his own life, for no man can. He does not ask man either
to repent or to believe by means of his own ability. Faith, if it
originated from some inherent quality within man, would be
just as much a "work" as rcpentance. The Greek to<t of the Scrip
ture makes it clear that we are saved on the basis of grace (not
on the basis of our "having faith"). Man is saved on the basis
of God's grace, but through the instrumental means of faith.
Therefore, even faith is not a "work" since it, like repentance,
is a gift of God.
Repentance Is a Vital Part of the Gospel
The message of rcpentance is a vital part of the gospel of salva-
tion. Iilhile one need not repent of every single listed sin that
he has ever committed, he must repent and confess that he is
a sinner who has violated God's laws. Asking the unrepentant
person to believe is like asking the uncommitted one to love.
There is no true saving faith without repentance, just as there
is no true repentance without saving faith. The two are vir-
tually inseparable, yet vitally necessary, components of the gospel
L
EXGfISES
A Testimony on Personal Evangelism
by Nonnan Ceisler 
-f-
have a confession to make, I was a director for
a Christian youth organization for three years,
a pastor for nine years, a Bible college teacher
for six years, and in all that time I did not witness
for Jesus Christ. I scarcely ever shared my faith one-
to-one with other people.
You might be interested in knowing
why I didnt witness, and you may iden-
tifu with some of the excuses I made.
First of all. I didnt witness because I
didn't have the "gift" of evangelism. It
was obvious to me
that someone
like Billy
Graham did,
and it was
equally obvious that
I didnt. Oh, I could give
messages that sounded to
me just as good as his, but nobody was
ever saved by mine!
Having studied the gifts of the Spirit in
1 Corinthians 12, Romans 12, Ephesians
4, and elsewhere, I concluded that there
were people who had this special gift,
but I was not one of them.
I comforted myself with another
reason for not witnessing.
That second reason was that I had the
gift of teaching other people the Vord of
God, a task different from evangelism
because it involved Christians. After all. if
you have the gift of teaching, you teach
Christians and it's pretty hard to make
converts from that group.
Thirdly, I read a book about evangelism
and God's sovereignty. I was impressed
by many statements in that book, one of
which had to do with impersonal
evangelism. Frankly, I had been
reared in my early Christian life
by a person who fit that
stereotype, an "obtrusive
buttonholer." I didnt like that kind of impersonal evangelism,
so I would do "friendship evangelisml'I wasrlt going to cram
the gospel down anybody's throat.
My final reason stemmed from a verse in Acts 13 which says,
"and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed" (v.48).
So I came to the conclusion that if God is sovereign and He
doesn't like this impersonal evangelism, then He can do it with
12
$o
ex-
lne to
under
those
' 
circumstances?
I rbmember feeling
a song came to my
to some soul today, O
[ord, just what to sayl' I
fi Did I ever pray that
though I'm surrounded by
and don't have the gift of
did I actually ever ask Cod to
me to some non-Christian? That
n the change in my life toward the
other direction.
The next morning I prayed, "lord, I
see a non-Christian during the daily
'course of activities. lead me to someone]'
The day was almost over when a girl from
the Bible college came to my office. She
said, "I am really embarrassed to bring up
this question. But my pastor thinks I am, this
school thinks I am, I've told everybody I am,
and here I am studying for the Lord's ser-
vice. . . and I don't think I'm a Christian. Vhat
should I do?"
I was thrilled with the opportunity to lead that young lady
to Christ that afternoon. She later went as a missionarv to South
or without me. Furthermore, I reasoned, I'm
not going to interrupt His process because I
dorit have the gift of evangelism that He
has given to others, others through whom He
will save tho$e',He has ordained from before
ions of the world.
see, my conclusions
based. They
and I felt
fact that I
ln per-
I evangelism.
ll had an ex-
irrefutable.
n g l n a
and six
and
e college
I
any
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America. As I went home that night I
said to myself, "Tiue, you dorit have the
gift of evangelism. But you're supposed to
do the work of an evangelistl Tiue, you
don't see many non-Christians during the
day, but did you ever pray to have some
come by?" God deliberately rebuked my
heart for my excuses. Someone once said
an excuse is the skin of a reason stuffed
with a lie. And I had a lot of excuses as
to why I didn t evangelize.
In Exodus 4:10-12 Moses had an ex-
cuse too. God called Moses but the lat-
ter said, "O my [ord, I am not eloquent,
neither heretofore, nor since thou hast
spoken unto thy servant; but I am slow
of speech, and of a slow tonguel'But God
said, "Now therefore gq and I will be with
thy mouth, and teach thee what thou
shalt say" (v.12). All He needed was
somebody willing, not somebody capable.
7fi,rmost rewording
experiences I've had in
my Christian life come
from meeting non.
Christians ond seeing
them come to Christ,
Whai God did with me was progres-
sive in that not long after the office visit,
I was teaching at a Christian college in
which a well-known pastor came to speak
on evangelism. As I sat there listening,
every one of the excuses I had ever had
was destroyed, literally demolished in the
arguments he presented for doing evange-
lism. I had no excuse left!
The sovereignty of God excuse from
Acts 13 was balanced by Acts 14 where
it says, 'And [they] so spake that a great
multitude . . . believedl'God takes care of
His part but our responsibility is to get
out and present the message, \ile're not
Norman Geisler is
Prolessor of Systematic
Theology at Dallas
Theological Seminary,
Dallas, Tixas.
out to convert the whole world. Our job
is not to bring the whole world to Christ;
our job is to bring Christ to the whole
world.
Well, aren't people going to reject you
if you come with such a message? Yes, but
they rejected Jesus before they rejected us.
They're really rejecting Him because it's
His message.
Then this pastor gave a challenge:
"How many of you in the next rwo weeks
will ask one question of one nonbeliever?
Just raise your hand if you're willing to
get a conversation going with a non-
Christianl'Frankly, I was a little embar.
rassed by the challenge. I didnt want to
look like I wasn't willing to ask one per-
son one question in two weeks, so I raised
my hand.
There's a verse in Ecclesiastes 5 that
says it is better not to vow than to vow
and not pay. And after a week had
passed, I still hadn't asked a soul one ques-
tion. Two weeks went by, and I confess
I never asked that question! Three weeks
went by, and guilt overcame me.
Our church had a calling program and
I volunteered to go on a Monday night.
That night I was watching television and
looked at my watch. It was 6:45, and we
were supposed to go out at 7:00. I was
tired-I had served the Lord all day at the
Bible college-and this was a time of re-
laxation. \ilhy should I go? I reasoned
back and forth but finally decided, "\ilell,
I promised. It's been three weeks and I
haven't done anything. I'll gol'
The home assigned to us was the
home of an atheist! \7e knocked on the
door and he answered. \7e introduced
ourselves (his wife had attended the
church and had given us his name) and
asked, "Do you mind if we ask you a very
serious spiritual question?"
He said, "No, go ahead!"
"lf you were to die tonight and stand
before God, and God would ask you,
'Why should I let you into heaven?'what
would you say?" That's the question we
learned to get the conversation going.
He said, "I'd say to God, '\ilhy
shouldn't you let me in?' " \7ell, the pastor
who had gotten me into this had said
there are only two answers to that ques-
tion, and that wasn't one of theml He is
either supposed to say, 'Jesus died for me]'
so that I know he's a Christian, or he's
supposed to say something about works
so that I know he doesn't understand
what it is to be a Christian after which
I can present the gospel. But he said
neither!
I frankly didnt know what to say, but
I remembered that the lord promised to
go with those who preached His \Uord.
I prayed very desperately that God would
give me something to say. And He did.
A* excuse is the
skin of a reoson
stuffed with a lie,
I said, "Look, if I knocked on your door
and you didn't want to let me into your
house, and I said to you, '\7hy shouldn't
you let me into your house?'what would
you say?"
He replied, "l would tell you where to
go!"
"That's exactly what God is going to
do to youl" I responded. Believe me, that
got the conversation back on track.
"Well, frankly, I dont even believe in
Godl' he said.
"That's interestingl'I replied. "l would
Iike to explain to you something about
that." And I shared with him in a simple
way why we believe there is a God.
'Are you absolutely sure there is no
God?" I asked.
"No, I'm not absolutely sure there is
no God."
"Then you're not an atheist, you're an
agnostic. An atheist says, 'l know there
is no God] and an agnostic says, 'l don't
know if there is a Godl "
"Okay, then, I'm an agnostic. I'm not
absolutely surel'
"'What kind are you, a hard agnostic
or a soft agnostic?"
"'!ilhat do you mean?"
'A hard agnostic says you can't know
if there is a God, and a soft agnostic says
I don't know if there is a Godl'
"Oh, I'm the hard kind."
"Vell, tell me thisl'I asked. "Do you
know for sure that you can't know
anything for sure?"
"No, you can't say that."
"Then you're not the hard kind,
you're a soft agnostic!"
"Yeah, I just don't know that there is
a Godl'
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"Why dorft you know there is a God?"
"Well, it's impossible to knowl'
"But we just went through thatl' I
replied.
"I guess you're right. I just dorft know
because I've never seen any evidencel'
That is the most desirable kind of per-
son to talk to-an open-minded agnostic.
I gave him a book to read by a skeptic
who had become a Christian by looking
at the evidence. The next night we came
back. Within ten minutes, by using an
evangelistic tract, he trusted Christ for
salvation. He's now a deacon in a church
with a family committed to Christ as well.
I said to myself, "I'm not an evangelist.
I don't have the gift." But God led some-
one to my office. Then He asked me to
ask one person, and that person was an
atheist who committed his life to Christ.
I became convinced that the reason I
didnt witness was because I was in disobe-
dience to God's command for my life. I
had a lot of excuses and none of them
held any water. God said, "I want you to
become a missionary, wherever you arel'
The most rewarding experiences I've
had in my Christian life have not come
from teaching, pastoring, or ministering
around the world. They have come from
meeting with non-Christians and seeing
one after another come to know Christ.
I didnt have the gift of evangelism, but
when I started doing the work of an
evangelist, God started using me to bring
others to Himself. Vhen I started shar-
ing my faith with others I discovered that
people were not embarrassed to talk about
Jesus-I was the embarrassed one,
Most Christians aren't engaged in
evangelism because they're disobedient to
the Great Commission. They have lots of
excusesr like I did. The missionary who
silenced my excuses did it by leaning
over the pulpit and saying, "I've been
a missionary for years, and I was never
called,. .I was just commanded like the
rest of youl' Ouch! I was never called to
be an evangelist, but I have been com-
manded to evangelize.
Several years ago I read a statement
that stuck with me: "You can be on the
right track but if you sit there long
enough you're going to get run over." If
you've become a Christian you're cer-
tainly on the right track. But we all need
to get moving. O
fuprinted from Kindred Spinb. Other articles and tapes
available from Qucst Ministric, P.O Box 2500, Dallas, Tixas
75221.
Gruesome Fiction Reflected in Life
onald Wildmon, who has done an excellent job in
his critiques of television, recently published 14 ex-
.1,-t amples of how television influences behavior. We often
hear from the programmers that there is no relationship be-
tween what is seen on television and the behavior of those who
watch programs loaded with sex and violence. \ilildmon thinks
otherwise. Here are some examples.
Jeftey Alan Cox mundered his gpandfather and grandmother
in the same way the main characters of The Exeantioner's Song
committed a murder. Cox had just seen Tfu Exeattionert Song
on NBC.
The mother of 4-year-old Khonji Wilson stabbed her
daughter to death and cut out her heart to rid her ofa demon
after watching a similar scene in the movie Erorcist II: Tfu Heretic
on CBS.
To date, 28 people have killed themselves playing Russian
roulette after watching the movie Tfu Deer Hunter on television.
A young girl was raped by gang members imitating a scene
they had seen the night before in the movie Born Innocent on
NBC.
John Hinkley, Jr., shot President Reagan in 1981. He admit-
ted at his trial that the movie Thxi Driuer influenced his actions.
Seventeen-year-old Cathy Ann Petnrso and, a few weeks later,
her ex-boyfriend hanged themselves just like a character did in
An Officer and a Gentleman following the breakup of his
romance. Petruso and her boyfriend had seen the movie together
several times.
Police found a large club with imbedded spikes in the car
of James Bazick, who told them he got the idea from watching
Valking TalI on television a few weeks earlier.
Young hoods in Miami poured lighter fluid over a group of
derelicts and set them on fire, acting out a scene from the movie
Fuzz, which they had seen on television. In Boston, a social
worker was burned to death, a similar acting out of a scene from
Fuzz.
Five youths terrorized passengers on a New York subway the
night after CBS showed the movie The Taking of Pellwm 123,
about a takeover of a New York City subway train by a gang.
And on it goes with other incidents of violence committed
after individuals or groups of people had been so inspired by
television programs or movies shown on television. Are these
the acts of crazy people who might have been inspired to violence
from reading a magazine or eating burned toast for breakfast?
Perhaps. But most of those committing these acts said they got
the idea from television. The industry has a responsibility that
goes with its power. So far it has not exercised that responsi-
bility very well.
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e tDork God did in my oton
I heart as o pastor was as great or
I greater fhan thst of any other. I
-L realized thst times of playing ames
u:ith God u)ere 07)er, and that mv own sin
had to come to an end. If God ttr I o 1 forgiueness came from God's
were to meet rnith us, sin hsd I fgfllQgfl people. Scores sought forgioe-
' ;l:;';l';;io !,!:o,j,r'l ;0, tfuat ^ times of ifr' t' ;,',:!":f\,'{';,i,r,oo
lastingrirtory.It was " 
't 
'
forGodtobegtorifi,d'.'fr; pl^y'ng lnlfgs 
*o'K1,,, before in the
^4,iil:,!I',0,,iX,','oXl,',",i1,|,, with Cod ,!""'1,,i'r','o' !,iI'!,!ff; fo',
confess my sin to my people- Wgfg 07Jgf, Lord worked in such , wry,"
God's name had to be oindicated. A
powerless pulpit had caused many to doubt
God and His Word. My sin was not a
respectable one, if any are, and I knero I
could not speak in generalities.
"When I exchanged my pride f or shame
and publicly confessed my sin and sought
f orgioeness to clear and glorify God's name,
the windows of heauen were opened. God
poured out grace as neoer ltefore. Rather
than rejection, rohich might haoe been
expected, an operwhelming watse of loue anrl
This actual letter reflects the
heartfelt response of a pastor who
recently met with God in personal
revival.
"Wilt Thou not raiae us again, that
Thy people may rejoice inThee?" (ps. 85:6)
Life Action Ministries
Li fe Act ion Minist r ies is  commit ted to seeking God for  genuine revival .  l ts  pr imary outre.rches include local  church crusades,
mul t i - image product ions such as "America You're Too Young T'o Die,"  and "spir i t  of  Revival , "  a b i -monthiy magazine.
For a f ree subscr ipt ion to"Spir i t  of  Revival"  or  informat ion on Li fe Act ion cal l  to l l - f ree 1-8OO-321-1538 (Michigan,  Alaska,  and Hawai i  residents
call 7-616-684-590s) or write Life Action Ministries, Buchanan, Michiean 49107.
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E\ANGELISM
HOT AS EVER
BUT OLD METHODS ARE COOLING OFF
by Elrner L. Towns
T 
" 
the past 10 years there has been a definite change in the way people
I think about evangelism. The traditional American methods of evangelism
I are not as sacred in the minds ofpastors as a decade ago. \7e hear less
about tent revivals, mass evangelism, the annual church evangelistic cam-
paign, and citywide crusades.
But evangelism is not dead. Gallup Poll conducted a survey for the Chris-
tian Broadcasting Network and reported 34 million adult Americans were
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involved in witnessing for Christ and
43 million are actively participating in
Bible study. An amazing 64.5 percent said
they were more interested in religion now
than they were five years ago.
Evangelism is as hot as ever, but the
old techniques grow cold as new ways are
developed to reach the lost for Christ.
From Decision,making to
Disciple,rnaking
The most obvious shift in evangelism
during the past 10 years is that pastors are
not as impressed by the evangelist who
claims 240 decisions. as with the number
of people who continue with Clrrist. Pas-
tors want to see those who make decisions
for Christ become disciples ofJesus Christ
and grow toward marurity in the church.
Mass media campaigns have captured
the attention of the public with such
slogans as "Here's Life, America" and "l
Found ltl'These efforts produced a great
number of decisions, but pastors saw only
a small number of new converts come
into their churches. After investing mil-
lions of dollars in evangelism, some pas-
tors question whether mass evangelism
can indeed effectively evangelize a city.
Gn years ago, pastors passionately
sought to be represented on Christian
Lrlet annual listing of the 100 largest Sun-
day schools. Statistics on bus riders, bap-
tisms, and yearly growth became an idol
to some. The Sqr.,ord of the Lord listed
churches that baptized 200 persons a year.
The fixation was so great that some pas.
tors mortgaged their 6.rture to bus minis-
try for instant growth; others tried every
gimmick to attract a crowd. Some even
lied to keep up the illusion of growth.
Since I was responsible for the "100
Largest" list, I do not apologize for
motivating pastors to reach and baptize
more people. I am responsible for my
motives, and pastors who pursued only
numerical expansion must be responsible
for their motives. Those who attracted a
crowd for the wrong motives paid the
price in high mortgages, a mixed.
multitude, and loss of New Gstament
credibility.
Pastors now realize that disciole-
making is New Gstament evangelism.
They are not as concerned over the size
of their Sunday school as with counting
those who are truly Christian.
Some voices in the evangelical com-
munity protest Stimulus-Response
evangelistic techniques, feeling that peo-
ple are manipulated into making decisions
by long invitarions, emotional stories, and
other gimmicks. They use the term soul-
winning, implying that evangelism is simi-
lar to "selling" ice cream. They maintain
that the pastor should emphasize the
carue (preaching the gospel) and not the
results (winning souls). They say that
Elmer L. Towns is
Dean of the B.R. Lakin
School o/ Religion,
Liberty Baptist College,
Lynchburg, Virginia.
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blessing, there's no question '
about thaj, Bqt, raising them isn't always an
ea-sy job. That's why Victor Books offerjthis
selection of practical books on parenting.
How to Really Love Your Teenaser
by Ross Campbell, M.D. OfcoursJvou love
ypur kids, but do they know it? Dr. Campbell
offers down-to-earth advice on communicat-
ing love to your teenager. 94.50
, What's a Parent to Do?
by Gordon Mcle,an If you prepare,
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A Generation Under
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since the results are God's responsibility,
no one can be sure the responder is truly
saved-the believer can only share his
faith or give a testimony for Christ.
Others dorlt like the emphasis on results,
claiming that pastors count decisions like
notches on a gun. They claim that a pas-
tor can only say a certain number of per-
sons "prayed to receive Christ." He could
not say how many were actually saved.
But a closer examination of Scripture
reveals that evangelistic emphasis on both
causes and results is biblical. The Chris-
tian must "witness" (Acts 1:8) and the
evangelist can "preach" (Mark 16:15);
these are the causes that will bring a per-
son to Christ. Results are also a human
responsibility. In Matthew 28:19 Jesus
commands His disciples to "Go yel' a par-
ticiple that implies continuous action.
Then He commands, "teach all nationsl'
The word teach (mathca) is an imperative
verb, which is a command. The King
James word for teach should be translated
to "make disciples." Christians are com-
manded to witness (Acts 1:8) and to get
people to follow Jesus Christ Man. 28:19).
A wise teacher once said, "There is no
success in the ford's work without
successors]t
From Front,Door Evangelism to
Side,Door Evangelism
Churches are turning from evangelis-
tic outreach to evangelistic inreach. Front-
door evangelism was the technique of the
seventies; side-door evangelism is para-
mount in the eighties. Front-door evan-
gelism reaches out of the church into the
community, with a view of stimulating
people to come into the sanctuary to hear
the gospel and respond. This type of
evangelism is media outreach, organized
visitation, Sunday school busing, adver-
tising, and so forth.
Side-door evangelism finds church
members witnessing for Christ in every-
day life, getting their friends and relatives
into church Bible studies, fellowship
groups, sports teams, and service projects.
Surveys reveal that approximately 8
out of 10 persons who become members
were first brought into the church
through its side door by a friend or
relative. They came in through "web
evangelism j' also called "circles of
concern]'
But the old has become neq as every-
thing-including evangelism-runs in cy-
cles. Since the church has always grown
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from the witness of its members. sidedoor
evangelism is "back to the basics" in
evangelism.
From Program Evangelism
to Being a Witness
Tiaditionally, local churches have
organized a visitation program where
members were exhorted to become in-
volved in the evangelistic outreach of the
church. They went from house to house
to witness for Christ. A pastor once told
me, "I motivate my workers to go house
to house and try to win people to Christ.
continued on page 38
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two.or three add family
are gathered, there can
canbe conflict. These studies offer biblical
principles to keep it  at a minimum.
The Not So Golden Years by Marilyn Fanning
Are you responsible for an elderly parent? The
author offers practieal suggestions and
spiritual insights from her own experience
to lessen the burdens, $4.95
by Colleen & Louis Evans, Jr,
A helpful discussion on
what wedding promises
should mean in a couple's
years together. $4.50
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by Myron Rush
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shows you how to keep
problems to a min imum,
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MEMORIZXilONW
ne of the greatest challenges
facing the individual Christian
is the challenge to become a
soulwinner. leading someone to Christ
is a thrilling experience. It changes the
eternal destiny of a soul, advances the
cause of Christ, strengthens the church,
and immeasurably blesses the soulwin-
ner-inspiring him to greater heights in
his personal Christian life. All of this
echoes the praises of God and resounds
to His eternal glory.
Since personal evangelism should be
a central focus and have high priority in
the Christian life, soulwinning ability
must be cultivated and developed to the
maximum potential. Perhaps the greatest
single influence in this area is Scripture
memorization. Although one can un-
doubtedly lead people to Christ without
having memorized a single verse, the pos-
sibility is greatly enhanced if he is able
to rely on memory to recall the appropri-
ate Scriptures. The more Scripture a per.
son has retained, the more skillful he will
be as he applies it to individual lives. The
greater command one has of the \ilord of
God, the more likely he will consistently
win souls to Christ. One characteristic of
a great soulwinner is the memorization of
biblical passages related to the subject of
salvation.
The Bible has much to say about the
benefits of Scripture memorization. Psalm
1:2-3 promises that the person who con-
tinually meditates upon the Scriptures
will prosper in whatever he does. A simi-
Allen McClellan is
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lar statement is found in Joshua 1:8 where
the person who studies Scripture is prom-
ised "good successl' Many verses such as
these assist he soulwinner in his personal
spiritual preparation.
God uses clean vessels in His service,
and that is why David said in Psalm
119:i1, "Thy word have I hid in mine
heart, that I might not sin against theel'
T, sre&ter
commond one has of
the W ord of God, the
more likely he will
consiste ntly win souls
to Christ.
David had memorized, "hid in his heartl'
portions of God's Word and relied upon
them to prevent him from sinning and
transgressing God's law. He said, "l will
delight myself in thy statutes: I will not
forget thy word" (Psalm 119:16). In fact,
many of the Psalms of David are a direct
result of his meditation upon the first five
books of the Old Gstament. The Scrip-
tures, ingrained in David's heart, gave him
spiritual stamina and fortification against
temptation. In the New Gstament Jesus
said, "Now ye are clean through the word
which I have spoken unto you" $ohn
15:3).
This truth is indeed pertinent to the
Christian who may not understand why
by AIIen McCIeIlan
his efforts to lead people to Christ are not
successfirl. If he has harbored an un-
confessed sin, be it ever so small in his
own eyes, his prayers and efforts for the
person who needs Christ may be seriously
hindered (Psalm 66:18). Scripture memori-
zation can play a vital role in this con-
tinual cleansing process. The larger his
arsenal of spiritual weapons, the more
consistently the soulwinner will be able
to overcome sin in his daily life.
Another area of Christian living cru-
cial to the soulwinner is his personal
prayer life. He must pray with importu-
nity for those who need to be saved. Yet
in John 15:7 Jesus said, "If ye abide in me,
and my words abide in you, ye shall ask
what ye will, and it shall be done unto
you." The Christian who allows the Word
of God to continually abide in his life may
approach the lord in prayer with full as-
surance that his prayer will be answered.
The soulwinner would see more people
saved if he allowed the Vord of Christ
to "dwell in him richly" and maintain a
habitual dwelling place in his life. Vhat
a rich promise to the person who is faith-
fully sowing the gospel seed in anticipa-
tion of reaping a harvest of souls!
The most important aspect of soulwin-
ning as it relates to Scripture memoriza-
tion is in the actual presentation of the
plan of salvation. Most Christians have
had the frustrating experience of forget-
ting a key passage of Scripture while wit-
nessing, clumsily leafing through the Bible
in a vain attempt to find the right verse.
The soulwinner must know the plan of
salvation and the related verses. W'hen
the truths are committed to memory, the
gospel can be presented without hesita-
tion in a clear, precise manner that car-
ries with it a ring of authority. In just such
a bold manner the apostles gave witness
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to the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and
that kind of testimony will very likely
yield similar results today.
The Christian who has committed
many passages of Scripture to memory
can saturate his testimony with the \ilord
of God. After he has stated a salvation
truth, he can emphasize and confirm it
by quoting Scriptures that convey the
same message in a different way. If done
properly, this will further clarifu the
gospel. The soulwinner must present he
message of salvation simply, relying on
God's Vord and the Holy Spirit to pro-
duce the results.
God's Vord affects the lives of men
and women. Hebrews 4:12 states, "For the
word of God is quick, and powerfirl, and
sharper than any two-edged sword, pierc-
ing even to the dividing asunder of soul
and spirit, and of the joints and marroq
mer that breaketh the rock in pieces?"
The Holy Spirit uses the Word of God
to bring conviction to the heart, and the
more Scripture is used to reinforce the
truth, the greater the effect ofthe message
upon the hearer. An amazing amount of
Scripture can be shared in just a
l5-minute presentation of the gospel.
No person can "cause" someone to
receive Christ as Saviour, nor can he pro-
duce conviction in the sinner's heart.
Only the Holy Spirit can do these things.
But the soulwinner who uses God's \Uord
becomes the agent through whom the
Holy Spirit generates an awareness of
spirirual need, a conviction and godly sor-
row over sin, and ultimately the New
Birth experience. Vith a storehouse of
scriptural truth committed to memory,
the Christian can be used in a much
greater way to present the gospel and to
lead the lost to the Savrour.
Each soulwinning conversation can
bring with it an entirely new set of per-
sonal problems, spiritual needs, and
thought-provoking questions. Although
the goal is to present the plan of salva-
tion, there are often occasions to minister
to these needs and problems. Sharing ap-
propriate, memorized portions of God's
Vord is effective when these opportuni-
ties arise. The person who is wise in
spiritual matters can provide sound bibli-
cal counsel and skillfully make the proper
application of Scripture to the problem.
The soulwinner needs a special measure
of wisdom from the [-ord in these in-
stances to know how to control the con-
versation and meet the person's need. If
he has been faithful to memorize Scrip-
ture, he can be assured that it will be
imparted to him from the lord (Psalm
119:98). During these times there is often
a particular "keyl' or inroad to a person's
heart. The Scriptures wisely used can rurn
this key and win the person to Christ.
Countless other situations lend them-
selves to the use of the Scriptures from
memory. One will discover opportunities
to share Christ on the job, while engaged
in athletic competition, or in other cir-
cumstances where using a copy of the
Bible is not practical. The soulwinner has
a great advantage if he can use his mem-
ory to share the gospel, At other times,
particularly in public places, there may be
a scarcity of time. If only a few minutes
are available to present the gospel, memo-
rized verses enable a seed to be planted
that could not have been done so
otherwise.
Why not consider the challenge and
begin to commit portions of the Bible to
memory? Begin with the message of salva-
tion, and use a concordance to find
choice verses to memorize. Many Chris-
tian organizations have excellent Scripture
memory packets, complete with instruc-
tions on how to develop this ability.
Designate a time and a quiet piace for
study. You will soon see a difference in
the way you are able to share Christ with
others.
The greatest aspect of this approach
is that the gospel is communicated more
effectively. Additionally, the blessings and
benefits to your own Christian life will
be immeasurable. Not only will you be-
come a successfi.rl soulwinner. but vour
life will prosper in a remarkable way. You
will experience spiritual growth, perhaps
at an unprecedented rate. And as you
share this principle with those you lead
to Christ, multiplication will take effect,
and countless lives will be touched as a
o
T, soulwinner
would see more
people soved if he
ollowed the W ord of
Christ a hobitual
dwelling place in his
lif e.
and is a discerner ofthe thoughts and in-
tents of the heartl' Again in Jeremiah
23:29 the Lord says, "Is not my word like
as a fire? saith the [.ord: and like a ham-
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Fqmily Love
he essence of the Christian faith is love and that the
Christian life is to be marked bv and lived out in an
.I- atmosphere of sincere Christian love. Various dic-
tionaries, word studies, and commentaries give detailed discus-
sions of the basis and dimensions of Christian love and of the
two most frequently used Greek word pairs (noun and verb) for
love: agape/agapan and philia/philein, "love/to lovel' Most of us
have come to learn that agape/agapan are the most lofty and
noble of wonCs, involving a Christian's whole soul attitude toward
others. With his intellect, emotions, and will, the Christian is
to love others and seek their highest good-no matter who or
what-just as God does (Matt. 5:43-48). It is no wonder, then,
that this word pair expresses the imperative of the Christian
ethic-to love (Eph. 4:15).
The other word pair, philia/philetn, unfortunately has often
suffered because of its comparison with agape/agapm.It has often
been viewed as though it were an unworthy stepsister. However,
"Hrrein is loq)e, not thot we
loved God, but that he loved us,
end sent his Son to be the
propitiotion for our sins. Beloved,
if God so loved us, we ought olso
to loae one &nother."
these two words are always employed with a sense of special
warmth and deep affection. Although they commonly deal with
matters of the heart-the emotional aspect of man-these words
are not restricted to purely human love. Thus, they are used in
respect o God's love for His dear Son $ohn 5:20) and for God's
love for those who also love Jesus flohn 16'27). They describe
Christ's love for Lazarus flohn 11:3,36); for John, His disciple
flohn 20:2); and for the reproved believer (Rev. 3:19).
Both word pairs, then, are inherently fine and extremely im-
portant to Christian theology and Christian living. Both are
used fiequently and with careful precision in the New Gstament.
It is worth noting that two other Greek word pairs are either
omitted or scarcely used at all. Eros/eran had characteristically
come to stand for physical love, often being used for sexual love
in a lower sense. These two words do not occur in the New'Ibsta-
ment. Storge/stergein was employed particularly for family love.
Yet, neither noun nor verb appears in the New Gstament. How-
ever, in one distinct context-Romans 12:10-the same root is
combined with the root for philia/philein to form the compound
adjective philostorgos, which the King James Version correctly
translates "kindly affectioned." Here among the ethical instruc-
tions of this great chapter, Paul reminds the Roman Christians
that in a real sense believers constitute a family and therefore
Christians are to treat one another with all the love and closeness
of members of their family.
The translation "kindly affectioned" is particularly ap-
propriate, since the English adjective "kind" and adverb "kindly"
are related to a root that has also produced the noun "kinl'(All
three are ultimately related to a primitive root meaning "to pro-
ducel' and to the German word Lind "childl') Thus, in being
kind, by treating a fellow believer kindly, a Christian treats
another Christian as he would a member of his own family, with
all that full family membership entails. And such he is, for as
saved by the grace of God and faith in Jesus Christ, the believer
is loved by God so that "in the ages to come he might shew
the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness [different Greek
word] toward us through Christ Jesus" (Eph. 2:4-8). Rather than
"biting" or "devouring" one another (cf. Gal. 5:15), as is too often
the case, we who claim Jesus' name would do well to remember
Paul's injunction concerning family love (Rom. 12:10).
John's instructions concerning love (agape) ought to be ours:
"Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us,
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved,
if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another" (1 John
4:1011). Perhaps we could better convince an unloving world
of the truth of God's love(agape\ flohn 3:16; Rom. 5:8), ii while
standing uncompromisingly on the fundamentals of the faith,
we would truly demonstrate to the world that Christians really
do love one another as Christ commanded (John 15:12 cf. I John
3:ll-16). Knowing God's love should cause us to share that love
with others, especially with the members of the household of
faith (Gal. 6:10). Paul expresses it just right: "Let love fagapelbe
without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil cleave to that
which is good. Be kindly affectioned [philostorgos] one to another
with brotherly love [philadelphiah in honor preferring one
another" (Rom. 12:9-10).
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A third feature may also be observed. This
portion of Scripture is explicit that one of the
reasons why Russia wants to conquer the land
of Israel is that it has become a land of great
wealth. Russia comes to take a prey, to take silver
and gold, and the wealth that has been ac-
cumulated (cp. Ezek. 38:12-13). Until our generation, the
geographic area of the land of Israel was anything but something
to be prized. It did not have any wealth; it was a land that was
strewn with stones, a land that was backward as far as civiliza-
tion is concerned. Many of the areas that at one time were fruirful
in Bible times were unused prior to Israel's reclamation. The land
was eroded and useless as far as agriculture is concerned.
Since the Israelites have gone back to their ancient land, they
have done fabulous things. They have taken rocky fields, gath-
ered the stones in piles along the edge, and cultivated and ir-
rigated the ground and made it to bring forth abundantly. They
have reclaimed swamps where mosquitoes and malaria made civ-
ilization impossible before. In fact, the first people who tried to
do something about it lost their lives because of the unhealthy
siruation. These former swamps arc today one of the richest areas
of farmland in the entire world. It is almost incredible what has
occurred there since 1948. They have spent money, they have
put forth extreme effort, and from one end of lsrael to the other
tremendous progress is in evidence. The result is today that lsrael
is beginning once again to be a nation that has wealth. A great
deal is being exported to other countries, and money is begin-
ning to flow back to the little nation of Israel.
In addition to agricultural wealth, there are some factors that
Ezekiel did not know, which we know today. One factor is that
near the land of Israel are tremendous oil reserves. One of the
largest and richest oil fields in the entire world is in the Middle
East. It is outside the present geographic area of Israel, but the na-
tion that wants to control that oil land must control the nation
Israel. It is obvious that the tremendous oil reserves of the Mid-
dle East are one of the prizes that Russia wants to secure.
Another aspect of wealth which has come to light in modern
times is the chemical value of the Dead Sea area, where water
has evaporated for centuries, Ieaving its mineral deposit. Israel
has established a plant at the south end of the Dead Sea and
is reclaiming the chemicals. Millions of dollars of those chemicals
are being shipped, and they have just begun to tap this wealth.
Ezekiel anticipated the time when the land of Israel would be
fabulously wealthy.
Military lmportance of Israel
ln addition to all these factors, it is obvious that the geo-
graphic location of the Middle East, being as it is a hub be-
tween three major continents-Europe, Asia, and Africa-is of
tremendous strategic importance to any nation that wants to
dominate the world. The geographic significance of the Middle
East alone would be worth a real effort on the oart of Russia
John F. Walvoord is President o'f Dallas
Tlvological Seminary, D allas, Tbxas.
to have this portion of the world under its control. Again Ezekiel
anticipated today's situation.
The Destruction of the Invading Army
\Uhen the Russian army comes down upon this land, they
are met with complete and utter destruction. Strange to say, as
we examine the Scriptures, we do not find them being destroyed
by an opposing army, but rather it seems to be by divine in-
tervention. Somehow God by His own power destroys the army.
In Ezekiel 3819-20 a description is given of earthquakes, moun-
tains falling, and other disturbances which hinder their progress.
Then God declares:
And I will call for a sword against him throughout
all my mountains, saith the lord God: every marfs sword
shall be against his brother. And I will plead against him
with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain upon him,
and upon his bands, and upon the many people that are
with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire,
and brimstone. Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctifi'
myself; and I will be known in the eyes of many nations,
and they shall know that I am the lord (Ezek.38:21-23).
Wt rnthe Rus ian army comes
down upon this land, they ore met
with complete ond utter
destruction,
The army's destruction is portrayed in Ezekiel 39:4 ff. God
declares: "Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of Israel, thou,
and all thy bands, and the people that is with thee: I will give
thee unto the ravenous birds of every sort, and to the beasts
of the field to be devouredl' In other words, the army is com-
pletely destroyed, and the means used are earthquakes, hail-
stones, fire, and brimstone. It seems also that parts of the army
begin to fight each other, so that every marls sword is against
his brother.
Some natural questions are raised about this. Some have sug
gested that the description of hailstones, fire, and brimstone
might be Ezekiel's way of describing modern warfare, such as
atomic warfare. There is a possibility that Ezekiel was using terms
that he knew to describe a future situation for which he did
not have a vocabulary. The language ofScripture indicates, how-
ever, that the victory over this invading horde is something that
God does. It is God, Himself, who is destroying the army.
ln any case, regardless of the means, the army is completely
destroyed and chapter 39 goes on to describe the aftermath. For
months thereafter they have the awful task of burying the dead.
For a long period after that, men are given full-time employ-
ment as additional bodies are discovered and the process of burial
continues. Attention is also directed to the debris of the battle.
It is used as kindling wood for some seven years. The general
character of this battle and its outcome seems to be quite clear,
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even though we may have some questions and problems about
the details.
Time of the lnvasion
One of the principal questions one could ask about this banle
is, When is the battle going to occur? It has not occurred in
the past. Vhat indication do we have in this portion of Scrip-
ture that the battle will occur at a specific time? Unfortunately,
varying opinions have been offered by capable Bible scholars
on this point, and there has been considerable disagreement.
Some have felt that the battle will take place before the Rap-
ture; others believe it will take place in connection with the Battle
of Armageddon, or the battle of the Great Day of God Almighty,
at the end of the Great Tiibulation. Some place it at the begin-
ning of the Millennium, as an act of rebellion against Christ.
Some find it at the end of the Millennium, for there is a refer-
ence to Gog and Magog in Revelation 20. Others put it in the
earlier part of Daniel's Seventieth \Ueek, just before the Great
Jlibulation.
It will not be possible to consider all these
views in detail, but there are some hints that
provide a good clue as to when this battle will
take place. One of the hints given is that the
battle takes place at a time when Israel has been
t- regathercd into their ancient land and are dwell-
ing securely and at rest. There are not too many times when
Israel is at rest in God's prophetic program. They have been scat-
tered and persecuted over the face of the earth, and not even
in the future will Israel have many periods of rest.
Certainly Israel is not at rest today. Israel is an armed camp,
living under a truce with their Arab neighbors about them.
Their enemies would drive everv Israelite into the Mediterra-
nean Sea and kill them if they could. The reason that they do
not is, humanly speaking, Israel has a good army that is more
than a match for its neighbors. Today an armed truce separates
Israel from their enemy.
Every young lsraeli man is required to have two and one-
half years of military training and every young woman two years
of military training. Vhile the women are trained for jobs that
are not necessarily of combatant type, they also learn to use
weapons, so that if they need to fight, they can. After military
training, many of them are settled in villages near the border,
where they can serve a double purpose-following their occupa-
tion, whatever it is, and serving as guards for the border of Israel.
lsrael's state of unrest does not correspond to Ezekiel's prophecy.
If Russia should invade the Middle East today, it would not be
a fulfillment of this portion of Scripture. That has to take place
when Israel is at rest.
One point at which Israel will be at rest is in the millennial
kingdom. But we are told expressly that, in the millennial king
dom, there will be no war (Isa. 2:4), and only when the rebellion
occurs at the end of the Millennium when Satan is let loose
(Rev. 20:7-9) does war break out. Certainly Israel is not going
to be at rest under these circumstances either, once Satan is let
loose.
Some have suggested that lsrael will be at rest in the period
of Great Tiibulation, and that the prophecy of Russia will be
fulfilled at that time. In the time of Great Tiibulation, Israel will
not be at rest, for Christ told them to flee to the mountains
to escape their persecutors. Therefore the invasion described by
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Ezekiel could not be a part of the Battle of Armageddon, or
the battle of the Great Day of God Almighty.
There is only one period in the future that clearly fits this
description of Ezekiel, and that is the first half of Daniel's Seven-
tieth \Ueek of God's program for Israel (Dan. 9:27). After the
church has been raptured and saints have been raised from the
dead and the living saints have been caught up to be with the
Lord, a confederacy of nations will emerge in the Mediterranean
Sea. Out of that confederacy will come a strong man who will
become its dictator. He is described in Daniel 9:26 as "the prince
that shall comel'He will enter into a seven-year covenant of pro-
tection and peace with the people of Israel (Dan. 9:27).
Under the covenant. Israel will be able to relax. for their Gen-
tile enemies will have become their friends, apparcntly guaranteed
their borders, and promised them fieedom. During that first three
and one-half years, we have the one time when regathered Israel
is at rest and secure. Apparently Russia will invade the land of
Israel during that period, possibly toward its close, and the Scrip-
ture will then be fulfilled.
Problems of lnterpretation
There are some other problems in the passage that merit
study. A reference is made to bows and arrows, to shields and
chariots, and to swonds. These, ofcourse, are antiquated weapons
from the standpoint of modern warfare. The large use of horses
is understandable as Russia today uses horses a great deal in con-
nection with their army. But why should they use armor, spears,
bows and arrows? This certainly poses a problem.
ft i, God, Himself ,ouho is
destroying the &rmy.
There have been two or more answers given. One of them
is this-that Ezekiel is using language with which he was
familiar-the weapons that were common in his day-to an-
ticipate modern weapons. Vhat he is saying is that when this
army comes, it will be fully equipped with the weapons of war.
Such an interpretation, too, has problems. \7e are told in the pas-
sage that they used the wooden shafts ofthe spears and the bow
and arrows for kindling wood. If these are symbols, it would
be difficult to burn symbols. However, even in modern warfare
there is a good deal of wood used. Possibly this is the explana-
tion. '!ile are not in a position today to settle this problem with
any finality.
A second solution is that the battle is preceded by a disarma-
ment agreement between nations. If this were the case, it would
be necessary to resort to primitive weapons easily and secretly
made if a surprise attack were to be achieved. This would allow
a literal interpretation of the passage.
A third solution has also been suggested based on the promise
that modern missile warfare will have developed in that day to
the point where missiles will seek out any considerable amount
of metal. Under these circumstances, it would be necessary to
abandon the large use of metal weapons and substitute wood
such as is indicated in the primitive weapons. 'Whatever the ex-
planation, the most sensible interpretation is that the passage
refers to actual weapons pressed into use because ofthe peculiar
circumstances of that day.
The Future of Russia
The general character ofthe passage, the nature ofthe war,
the invasion when it comes, and the outcome are, howeveg per-
fectly clear. What significance does it have to the modern scene?
First of all, if we understand the passage correctly, Russia, in-
stead of being a nation which is going to dominate the whole
world, is headed for a temendous military defeat. It is not possi-
ble to predict what is going to happen between now and the
time this battle takes place, but the Bible seems quite clear that
there is no room for a Russian-dominated world empire. The
Bible prophesies only four world empires. The empire of the
Great Tiibulation period that will come as a form of the revived
Roman Empire, is the final form of the fourth empire of Daniel,
not a Russian Empire. This, in turn, will be succeeded by the
millennial reign of Christ.
The passage seems to confirm that Russia, instead of becom-
ing a world power that is going to dominate the whole world,
is headed for an awful defeat, a judgment from God because
of its blasphemy and ungodliness. If this becomes true during
the time of the Seventieth Week of Daniel, it may explain some-
thing that otherwise might be difficult.
The Emergence of a World Empire
We know that in the last half of Daniel's Seventieth Week
there will be a world government headed by the ruler of the
Mediterranean confederacy. The question is, how does he forge
this world empire so quickly and so easily, and apparently
without fighting for it? We learn in Revelation 13:4 that the ques-
tion is asked, "Who is able to make war with him?" That is,
with the Beast. The answer is that nobody is able to make war
with him. It should be obvious that if Russia and her satellites
are destroyed as military powers, the other side of the balance
of poweq represented by the Mediternrnean confederacy, is then
in a position to dominate the whole world. Nobody is able, for
at Ieast a time, to contest their right to rule.
The destruction of the Russian army may
be the preface to the world government which
will sweep the world during the last half of
Daniel's Seventieth \Ueek and be in power at
the time Christ comes back to establish His
millennial kingdom. These two portions of
Scripture, while they concern themselves with a future war, are
of nemendous significance as we face the present world scene
and the dominance of Russia as a military power. \(/e can trust
that God, in due time, and perhaps sooner than we think, will
bring these Scriptures to their sure conclusion and fulftllment.
The Emergence of a World Religion
There is another aspect of the problem that is worthy of
careful consideration. \Uhat is the relation of all this to what
we today call Communism? It must be recognized that Com-
munism and Russia are not synonymous, for there are nations
which are communistic which are not necessarily following
Russia's leadership. Communism is a form of political philosophy;
it is a form of religion. It is an ideology that is not limited to
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the Russian nation even though Russia has provided the major
spark for it.
Communism is an atheistic religion-a religion denying that
God exists, a religion denying that there is anything that is super-
natural, a religion that recognizes only material force. If these
facts are kept in mind, it becomes a most signiftcant fact that
IT
Ihe Lord Jesus Christ is coming
to toke the church out of the
world before Russio attocks the
land of Isroel.
in the false religion that will sweep the world during the time
of the Great Tiibulation there are precisely the same elements
present.
The false religion at the liibulation time is described in
Daniel 11:3638. This porrion of Scripture describes the king who
shall do according to his will, an absolute ruler. The king is
believed by many to be the future world ruler of which the Scrip-
tures speak. He may be "the prince that shall come" of Daniel
9:26. In Daniel 1l:37, it states of this rulet "Neither shall he
regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor reganC
any god: for he shall magnify himself above allJ' ln other words,
this ruler will push aside any previous kind of religion, any god
that had been previously worshiped, and in their place he will
put himself as the object of universal worship.
In explanation of this, it states in Daniel 11:38, "But in his
estate shall he honour the God of forces." The word "forces"
represents military forces. It is a recognition of the power to make
war. This Scripture reveals, in a word, that the only deity this
man will recognize and respect is the power to make war. He
is an absolute atheist, an absolute materialist.
It should be clear that the rapid rise of Communism in our
generation has swept within its folds almost half of the world's
population, a phenomenon without parallel in the history of
the world. Vhile the ultimate false religion will not be Com-
munism in the form we know it today, Communism may very
well be the forerunner and preparation for the firture world
religion that will sweep all the world during the time of the Great
Tiibulation.
Millions of young people today are being systematically taught
atheism, denying that any God exists. They are taught to give
their complete allegiance to their political leaders, and to die,
if need be, for the cause that this represents. Certainly, as they
are being conditioned, brainwashed, trained to think this way,
the ground is being prepared for the future atheistig blasphemous
worship of Satan's man-Satan's substitute for Christ who alone
has the right to rule as King of Kings and lord of lords.
In the rise of Communism, something different from the rise
of Russia can be seen. While the Scriptures seem to indicate that
Russia as a political power will go down, the philosophy and
the godlessness and the atheism that it has spawned in our
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modern day seem to be just the beginning of that which some
day will sweep the entire world.
Those who have put their trust in the lord Jesus can cer-
tainly have a wonderful refuge in the \ford of God in facing
these facts. \7e believe that the lord Jesus Christ is coming first
to take His body, the church, out of the world in the mansla-
tion of the living and resurrection of the dead in Christ before
these things come to their consummation, before Russia attacks
the land of Israel, before this godless religion sweeps the world.
But the very fact that these forces are in the world today, Russia,
a great nation, poised to the north of the Holy Land, Israel in
its place, already a nation of wealth and significance and a prize
to be sought, indicates that the end may be near. Ezekiel de.
scribed the building of cities without walls and anticipates a time
when Israel would be secure and at rest. '!7e see today the
remarkable preparation for events that will take place after the
Rapture of the church. God is sefting the stage in Israel, in Russia,
and in Communism for world events that will end the age.
'We 
certainly must realize that this situation is nor going ro
remain static, that it is rapidly moving to a consummation. In
that consummation we believe the first important event will be
Christ's coming for His own. If there ever was a geneantion of
Bible-believing Christians who had a right to look forward to
the coming of the lord momentarily day by day, on the basis
of what they see in the world, it is our present generation. Even
unbelievers are telling us today that things cannot go on as they
are much longer.
An interesting commentary on the
widespread expectation of a coming world
climax is found in the present tension between
Israel and the Arab world. The efforts of Israel
to secure a peace have been unavailing because
of fanatical opposition on the part of the Arab
world to any sort of a settlement with Israel. Any Arab ruler
who would aftempt to negotiate with Israel would be in danger
of assassination even as one king of Jordan has already been
killed. Jewish leaders, howeveq are still longing for the day when
peace can be consummated. One of their leaders made the state-
ment in the hearing of the writer to this effect, "Sooner or later
there will be someone who will make a covenant with the peo-
ple of Israel, and as soon as he does it, while he may be very
popular before he does it, he will be hailed as a hero and as
a leader in the Middle Eastl'
In Daniel 9:26 there is the prophecy of "the prince that shall
come" who will make a covenant with Israel. 'We cannot presume
that the covenant Israel hopes for today is necessarily Daniel's
covenant, but it might be. \7hen this Israeli leader was asked
when this might come about, he replied, "It could be any dayl'
This coming from the lips of one who is not of the Christian
faith and who does not know the prophetic Scriptures was cer-
tainly almost prophetic in its character. The hour of the lord's
return may indeed be very, very near.
The rise of Russia and the widespread power and influence
of Communism are two important factors pointing to the con-
clusion that the stage is being set for the end of the age. The
firture invasion from the north obviously fits into our contem-
porary scene and adds its important evidence that time is run.
ning out and that the nations will soon move into their final
crisis.
The invasion pictured in Ezekiel 38 and 39 is probably, how-
ever, not the last invasion of the king of the north. As previously
indicated in Daniel 11, there is evidence that the king of the
north will again come upon the Holy Land. According to Daniel
11:40 a series of actions will take part in the great battle and
world struggle which will be under way at the very time that
the lord Jesus Christ returns in power and glory. As this event
takes place several years after the debacle of Ezekiel 38 and 39,
it appears that the king of the north is able by that time to put
another army in the field and again becomes a factor in the stmg
gle with the Roman ruler. Details of the second invasion are not
given, however, except the mention in Daniel 11 and intima-
tions that an army comes from the north in the very last days
of the age. tl
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people are inconsistent, and he wants them to acknowledge
that they really agree with him that the Bible is an errant
book.
What other doctrinal beliefs belong to the term Euangelical?
I-et's forget momentarily the material and the formal principles
of the Reformation and simply list the major doctrines associated
with Evangelicalism in its historical form: the belief (1) that God
is a'llinity, one in essence, subsisting in three persons, the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit; (2) that Jesus is the incarnate,
virgin-born Son of God, sinless, holy, and the vicarious substitute
for man's transgressions; (3) that Adam was the first man, he
sinned in the Garden of Eden and his transgression wrought
disaster for the human race; (4) that Jesus rose in bodily form
from the grave, ascended into heaven, and is coming again per-
sonally, visibly, and in power and great glory; (5) that salvation
is by faith alone, without works of righteousness; (6) that there
is a heaven and a hell. To these could be added other terms
of belief that would form a more complete statement of tradi-
tional Evangelical convictions, but these are sufficient for our
purposes.
It is not enough to assert that the foregoing articles of faith
constitute a satisfactory defini-
tion of what Evangelical belief
consists in. The assertion must
be followed by evidences to sup-
port that definition. If there
were no people anywhere who
believed these articles of faith.
it would be obviously ridiculous
to say they comprise Evangeli-
cal beliefs, but history comes to
our support.
The \Westminster Confes-
sion of Faith includes all of the
items mentioned in this section.
The New Hampshire Confes-
sion of Faith does the same.
The canons of the Synod of
Dort do the same. The doc-
gelicalism can one surrender without forfeiting the right to the
use of the Evangelical label? (2) Does the denial of any one of
the basic Evangelical tenets mean that a person has forfeited the
right to the use of the term?
Some people are saying that one does not cease to be an
Evangelical so long as he retains belief in all the basic doctrines
of the faith except inerrancy, provided he believes the Bible to
be the infallible or inerrant rule of faith and practice. Using this
statement as a starting point, I think we can proceed with an
examination of the viewpoint. Clearly, if one denies the Virgin
Birth of Christ he denies what is plainly taught in the Bible
and is a matter of faith. Ergo, such a person can hardly be called
an Evangelical, however much he covets the use of the label. So
also with the deity of Christ, the doctrine of the Tiinity, the
vicarious Atonement, the bodily Resurrection of Jesus from the
dead, and so forth. The denial of any one of these means that
such a person is not really an Evangelical.
Some who think a man can be an inconsistent Evangelical
as long as he holds to inerrancy in matters of faith and practice,
also think that Jesus taught that all of the Bible is inerrant. Surely
if the testimony of Jesus with respect to Jonah is not binding,
why should not Jesus' testimony
with regard to Scripture be
disregarded too? So I must de-
clare that whoever denies rner-
rancy also denies the witness of
Jesus Christ to the whole Bible.
Those who deny the witness of
Jesus Christ entertain an er-
roneous Christology. How can
they then be considered Evan-
gelicals? And if one can extend
to them the courtesy of the
Evangelical label even though
they deny the witness of Jesus
Christ, why should they not be
given the same courtesy if or
Th, turm Evangelicol
con end does me&n
diff erent
diff erent
things
people,
trinal commitments of any number of denominations include
them: the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the Evangelical
\(isconsin Synod, the American Lutheran Church, the Chris-
tian and Missionary Alliance, the Christian Reformed Church,
the Conservative Baptist Association of America, the Evangelical
Free Church, the Southern Baptist Convention, and the various
offshoots of the United Presbyterian Church and the Presbyterian
Church in the South, to mention only a few. Many schools and
parachurch organizations are also committed to these convic-
tions: Vestminster Theological Seminary, \ilheaton College,
'Westmont College, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary,
Moody Bible Institute, Campus Crusade for Christ, the Inter-
Varsity Christian Fellowship, to name a few. The National
Association of Evangelicals, the largest interdenominational
Evangelical church organization in the United States, holds to
these same convictions. So do all of the Bible institutes and Bible
colleges.
When Does One Cease to Be an Evangelical?
\ilhen does one cease to be an Evangelical? \ile can ask this
question in two ways: (1) How many of the tenets of Evan-
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when they deny other things
which Jesus taught with refer-
ence to His death, Resurrection, and Second Coming? The doc-
trine of Scripture is no less a doctrine than is that of the Virgin
Birth, the vicarious Atonement, and the bodily Resurrection.
I do not equate the term Euangelical with that o( Christian.
I am not saying that one who limits inerrancy to matters of faith
and practice cannot be a Christian. As far as one can judge,
James Orr did not believe in inerrancy. But he otherwise affirmed
the other basics of Evangelical faith. \fas he not a Christian?
I would suppose he was, but I add quickly that a man can believe
all the great doctrines of the Christian faith, including biblical
inerrancy, and still be lost. The devils believe and tremble. Belief
in the cardinal truths of the Christian faith does not bring salva-
tion with it, but surely there can be no salvation without belief
in at least some of the cardinal doctrines of the faith of a salvatory
nature. There may be some who do not claim to be Evangelicals
who have saving faith in Christ and are thus justifred. But that
is not what I am discussing here. I am talking about the proper
use of the term Euangelical both with respect o its meaning and
to its application in the Christian church. Carl Henry's conclu-
sion that one of my statements implied that those who deny
inerrancy are numbered among the tares is incorrect. If I worded
)a
my statement badly so that one could
draw such a conclusion I correct it again.
One other observation is in order. The
content of the term Euangelical is more
important than the word itself. Those
who believe all of the doctrines I have in-
cluded in the word Et,angelical are
Evangelicals even if they know nothing
about the word itself or if they refuse to
apply the label to themselves. Con-
trariwise the one who uses the label but
denies some or all of its contents is not
an Evangelical.
The Broadening of the Term
Ec)angelical
ln my contacts with the \Uorld Coun-
cil of Churches, I have found many who
refuse to allow the termEvangelical to re-
main the property of those who are theo-
logical Fundamentalists in the best sense
of that misused term. The ecumenists also
t t l t r  |  .
v v noeaer aemes
inerrancy dlso denies
the witness of Jesus
Christ to the whole
Bible.
want to use the term Er.,angelical. Thus
it came about that the ecumenists today
call people like myself Conservative Evan-
gelicals and others Liberal Evangelicals.
In this way the adjectives Conservadve or
Liberal carry the freight rather than the
word Euangelical. Perhaps what we need
is a new word and the suggestion was
made by one well-known inerrantist that
perhaps we ought to call ourselves
Orthodox Protestants. This would
distinguish us from those in the Catholic
tradition and align us with those commit-
ted to historic orthodoxy.
Harold Lindsell is a
well-known author and
editor emeritus of
Christianity Today.
I must regretfully conclude that the
termEuange|ical has been so debased that
it has lost its usefi.rlness. Decades ago
when the label New Evangelical was
coined, its viability was based upon one
positive and one negative aspect. On the
positive side it took over without change
the basic theological heritage of Fun-
damentalism. By this I mean its commit-
ment to historic orthodoxy as derived
from the New Gstament, and the Refor-
mation, and expressed in the various
creeds of Christendom since then. This
theological heritage was acknowledged,
accepted, and propagated by diverse
groups, and yet allowance was made for
differing interpretations such as Lltheran,
Reformed, Arminian, and dispensational.
On the negative side, it dispensed with
the traditional Fundamentalist sociology,
that is, Fundamentalisnls understanding
of the relationship of the Christian to the
world. Earlier Fundamentalism tended to
retreat fum society beyond its own walled
city with its own mores. Many Funda-
mentalists demitted the major denomina-
tions that had turned from orthodoxy,
building Bible churches, leaving behind
groups of Evangelical believers who still
clung to their denominational attach.
ments. The Bible school movement was
the Fundamentalist response to theologi-
cal seminaries that had turned Liberal,
especially since Fundamentalism tended
to look upon theological education with
grave suspicion. The New Euangelical
turned from Fundamentalism's sociology
to positive interaction with the world and
engagement on the intellectual level with
Liberal theological education. This move-
ment recovered the notion of the believer
who is not o/ the world but who is sent
back into the world for witness, and to
challenge the powers of darkness as well
as those of Liberalism.
Forty years ago the term Euangelical
represented those who were theologically
orthodox and who held to biblical iner.
rancy as one of the distinctives. The
Evangelical Theological Society is one
case in point. Fuller Seminary is another.
Within a decade or so neo-Evangelicalism,
that started so well and promised so
much, was being assaulted from within by
increasing skepticism with regard to
biblical infallibility or inerrancy. For good
or for ill this was the focal point around
which today's struggle was to be centered.
It was not long before the Evangelical
camp was divided into two parties-the
one holding to theological orthodoxy
with respect to matters of faith and prac-
tice as well as to inerrancy; the other
limiting the trustworthiness of Scripture
to matters of faith and practice, thus ex-
cluding other matters. It was at that point
Th, doctrine of
Scripture no less c
doctrine thon is the
Virgin Bhth, the
vicorious Atonernent,
and the bodily
Resurrection,
that the termEuongelical took on different
meanings to different people. Those who
gave up on inerrancy while holding to
biblical trustworthiness in matters of faith
and practice continued to think of them-
selves as Evangelicals. Thus one issue in
the ensuing struggle was to center around
the question whether such people are
really Evangelicals. All of this has led me
to conclude that we should abandon the
use of the term Eo,tangelical asa label for
it no longer tells the world what historic
Evangelicals believe. There remains, then,
the question of what should be used in
its place.
Some Evangelicals have already de-
cided to go back to the use of the term
Fundamentalist. It is true that this term
is loaded and carries with it connotations
that often do not express the true genius
that lies behind the word. but it does have
some distinct advantages. Liberals despise
it. Current advocates of limited iner-
rancy never use it about themselves.
Scholars like James Barr and much of
academia look down their noses at it. Its
theological dogmatism, which includes in-
tense opposition to syncretism, univer-
salism, and the possibility that non-
Christian religions are roads that lead to
Paradise, sharpens its image and estab-
lishes its uniqueness.
continued on page 37
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o thrill surpasses that of seeing
someone born again right be-
fore your eyes. Jesus told the
apostles to "preach the gospel to every
creature" (Mark 16:15). As disciples of
Christ, we must obey this command.
The Bible is full of examples of men
who practiced personal evangelism. Jesus
certainly evangelized individuals and did
it consistently. In John 4 the Lord Jesus
went out of His way to reach one lonely
fallen woman. Remember when the
disciples returned with the food and said,
"Let's eat"? Jesus was not hungry any
C. Sumner Wemp is
Vice President for
Spiritual Affairs at
Libertl Baptisr College,
Lynchburg, Virginia.
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longer. He said, "l have meat to eat that
ye know not of" $ohn 4:32). He had the
thrill of seeing that woman saved and
cleansed. Then He told His disciples, "My
meat is to do the will of him that sent
me, and to finish his work" (John 4:34).
Though He preached to multitudes, He
was always ministering to individuals.
Paul said, "l. . . have taught you
publicly, and from house to house" (Acts
20:20). This is the 20.20 vision we all
should have. Preaching publicly is not
enough. \Jfe must preach personally and
privately.
Peter denied the lord but repented
and then, filled with the Holy Spirit,
became an ardent soulwinner. 'And daily
in the temple, and in every house, they
ceased not to teach and preach Jesus
Christ" (Acts 5:42). Under Peter's minis-
try it is stated, 'And believers were the
p
more added to the Lord, multitudes both
of men and women" (Acts 5:14).
Essentials for Successful Evangelism
What is going to make a church
evangelistic and its people soulwinners?
One must have the love of Christ
to constrain him. It did Paul, as he said
in 2 Corinthians 5:14. If believers are full
of the love of Christ, they too will give
the I-ord Jesus to the world. Love, agape
love, which constrains one to be an am-
bassador for Christ. comes from God. It
is totally unselfish and yearns to make
others happy. Most do not witness be-
cause they have so little genuine love.
One needs a burden for souls.
Paul had this. He wrote, "Brethren, my
heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel
is, that they might be saved" (Rom. 10:1).
It has been my experience that the minute
t 1
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a person is born of God he has a burden
to see loved ones and friends saved,
One needs tears of concern. "He
that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing
precious seed, shall doubtless come again
with rqoicing, bringing his sheaves with
hirrl' @s. 126:6). Jesus wept over Jerusalem
$ohn 11:35). Paul wept "with many tears"(Acts 20:19). Jeremiah wept $er. 9:1). \7e
should, too. Our tears do not save peo-
ple. They show that our hearts are in tune
with God's.
One needs to consider the reality
of hell. "In hell he lift up his eyes, being
in torments" (hke 16:23). Hell is no joke.
Never laugh about hell. Maybe we need
more old-fashioned hellfire and brimstone
sermons, until, as in Jonathan Edwards's
day, people feel like they are slipping into
hell and cry out for mercy.
One needs to see soulwinning as
a privilege. The biggest thing that ever
happens in a city is not a multimillion-
dollar deal by the president of some cor-
poration. lt is a soul won to Christ.
One must confess and forsake
every known sin in order to be used
by God in winning people to Christ.
"Behold, the Lord's hand is not short-
ened, that it cannot save; neither his ear
heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniq-
uities have separated between you and
your God, and your sins have hid his face
from you, that he will not hear" (lsa.
59l-2\.
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Jealousy, bitterness, covetousness, lust,
short tempeq wrong attitudes, and all
forms of worldliness will keep you from
being used by God.
One needs faith. You must expect
God to use you. The young preacher
asked the much-used preacher, "\iVhy is
it every time you preach, people get saved,
32
and when I preach nothing happens?"
The older preacher asked, "You don't
expect people to be saved every time you
preach, do you?"
The answer came, "Nq of course notl'
The wise preacher answered, "'Well,
that's q'fiyl"
The gospel is "the power of God unto
salvation" (Rom. 1:16). Vhen you preach
the gospel, then you ought to expect
something to happen.
One must preach boldly. In Acts
4:29 the disciples prayed for boldness at
a time of persecution. God granted it, and
they spoke the \Uord of God with bold-
ness. 'And with great power gave the
apostles witness of the resurrection of the
lord Jesus: and great grace was upon
them all" (v.33). This can and should be
the testimony of every pastor. Pray for
boldness, and preach with boldness. You
will see God do great and mighty things
through you.
One must live a Spirit,filled life.
The Holy Spirit alone can convict and
convert. You cannot manipulate people
into getting saved. Someone said, "It's
hard to win people to Christ today3'Why,
it has always been hard. It takes the power
of God, and a Spirit-filled pastor knows
when that power is flowing through him.
Someone has figured it takes a thousand
laymen and six preachers to win one soul
per year. No-a thousand times no! It just
takes Spirit-filled Christians faithfully
sowing the seed, for hundreds to come to
Christ day after day.
Witnessing
'Witnessing, 
or soulwinning, is not
natural. Satan fights it. The flesh does not
want to do it. The world surely hates it.
If a pastor and people are going to make
this a vital part of their balanced ministry,
here are some things to be considered.
Organize your time. You will not
find time to go soulwinning unless you
plan on it. Set definite times for soulwin-
ning visitation. Just as a pastor has his
study time, he must have his soulwin-
ning time, or it will not happen.
Be soul,conscious. Every time God
puts us with a person for a few minutes,
we should look for the reason. Knock on
all doors. Do not try to push the door
down, but gently knock on the heart's
door ofevery person you can. Ifthey are
unconcerned, you know God only wants
you to plant the seed at this time.
Keep at it. 'And let us not be weary
in well doing: for in due season we shall
reap, if we faint not" (Gal. 6:9). Oh, the
tragedy that so many give up so quickly
and easily. They go out a few times and
nothing happens. Then they tell
themselves, "This isrlt for me. I'm just not
cut out to be a soulwinneri' How foolish.
No one is "cut out for it." It is hard work.
The Devil fights it.
B, sure the lost
person understands
the gospel before he
! 1 . .
maKes o oec$ton.
Scatter the seed. No farmer digs
one enormous hole and pours a whole
bag of seed in it. He scatters it, if he wants
a good harvest. [-ook for ways to scatter
the seed into the hearts of thousands. "He
which soweth sparingly shall reap also
sparingly" (2 Con 9:6).
Avoid detours. If Satan cannot
defeat you, he will suggest a detour. Do
not get offon tangents. Whatever you dq
do not fight some other preacher who
does not see eye to eye with you. Sow the
seed,
Never argue. Real soulwinners do
not argue, "The servant of the lord must
not strive" (2 Tim. Z:74).You may win an
argument, but you will not win a soul for
Christ. If in witnessing you feel the con-
versation getting heated, stop. Apologize.
Let the person know you do not want to
argr:e and you are sorry. Soulwinners
learn quickly that they must not strive
or be offensive.
kave the door open. Our mothers
kept telling us, "Shut the doorl' But a
soulwinner learns to leave the door open,
spiritually speaking. lf the person being
witnessed to is not open and receptive,
do not push.
Be authoritative. They said of
Jesus, "He taught them as one that had
authority, and not as the scribes" (Mark
l:22). A soulwinner must be authorita-
tive, not arrogant. Some people witness
but are almost apologetic in their ap-
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prcach. A lost person is not going to have
any confidence in them or their message.
Be serious. I cut up a lot and love
to tease people, but when witnessing I am
dead serious, You need not be so serious
that you make a person feel uncomfort-
able, but he must kno'*' you are serious
about leading him to Christ.
Benrare of distractions. Glephones,
television, and a thousand other things
can distract a person from really hearing
the gospel, even during one-on-one wit-
nessing. If a person begins to ask ques-
tions that you know will be clear after he
receives Christ, ask if he minds saving his
questions until you have gone through
the plan of salvation first.
Use the Wond of God. "Faith com-
eth by hearing" (Rom. 10:17). Quote
Scripture. The person might not read a
verse you just pointed to in the Bible. The
Word of God is the "sword of the Spirit"
(Eph. 6:17) which brings conviction and
cuts to the heart (see Acts 7:54).
Give them the gospel. The gospel
is "the power of God unto salvation to
everyone that believeth" (Rom. l:16).
What is the gospel? "l declare unto you
the gospel . . . that Christ died for our sins
according to the scriptures; and that he
was buried, and that he arose again the
third day according to the scriptures"
(1 Cor. 15:1,3,4),
Be sure the lost person understands
the gospel before he makes a decision.
Do not use difficult theological
terms. One must learn how to think as
the unsaved do. Put yourself in their
shoes. There is so much talk about being
"born againl'but precious few know what
preachers are talking about. They will
understand if you talk about the
forgiveness of sin and going to heaven,
Give invitations. Again, do not
push them or try to force a decision, but
do give them a chance to say yes to God.
You can never see the heart. The person
may be about to say yes to God.
Presenting a Plan of Salvation
Most Christians cannot give a simple,
logical presentation of the plan of salva-
tion. People often criticize a "canned"
presentation of the gospel. What some fail
to realize is that very few people are
original enough or spiritual enough to ex-
temporize articulately when they begin
witnessing. How then, are they going to
present the gospel? Too often it is uttered
in a haphazard way, and then Christians
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wonder why they have no success leading
people to Christ. People need help. Most
soulwinners started out using someone
else's tried-and-proven methods.
Invariably, people say the hardest part
of witnessing is getting started. Here are
a few approaches.
Tiacts. What a key to open the doorl
Vhat a tool for witnessing! Never be un-
friendly when passing out a tract. Always
be pleasant, with a smile on your face. In
a home, a service station, or a restaurant
it really works. After paying a bill or
visiting a few minutes in a home, hand
a tract to a person and say, "Let me give
you something good to read when you
have a few moments."
Testimony. Very often the door will
open to share a word of testimony dur-
ing a conversation. In the home of a
newcomer to town or a first-time visitor
to church, a pastor can say, "You know,
I'm preaching for one reason. I want to
help people go to heaven. After I was
saved, I found it so wonderfirl to know
that all my sins are forgiven and that I'm
going to heaven that I had to tell others.
Do you know for sure you are going to
heaven?" If the person is not interested
at the moment, leave a tract and an in-
vitation to come to the greatest church
in town. Then send others to visit or call.
Mor, Christions
connot give o simple,
logical pr esentation of
the plon of solvation,
Thke-offs. Just be alert during a con-
versation and look for something you can
lead into witnessing. There are many ob-
vious ones. On a plane I once asked the
stewardess how high we were. She said
30,000 feet. Then I asked if she were ever
going to be any closer to heaven than
that. Startled, she said, "l sure hope so."
From that I led into the plan of salvation,
and she prayed with me to receive Christ.
You can ask a person for directions, thank
him, and then ask graciously, "Do you
know how to get to heaven?"
tying. Just try the door and see if
it opens. If you walk in the Spirit, have
a genuine love for people, and sincerely
want to help people go to heaven, you
really do not need gimmicks or fancy
ways to witness. Often on a plane, in a
waiting room, or in a service station, after
talking a few minutes to a person, I'll just
ask, "Could I ask you my pet questionl"
No one has ever said no. Then I ask the
same question, "Do you know for sure
you are going to heaven?"
Instruction
Now that the door is opened, how do
you present the gospel simply and logi-
cally? It is so important that the presen-
tation is clear so that people understand
what they are doing. Here are four ways
to present the \Uord of God.
The Romans Road is probably the
best known and most widely used
method of presenting the plan of salva-
tion. It is good to have an outline to keep
on track and thus be open to the Holy
Spirit directing you to particular verses
that f i t  the occasion. (Rom. 3:23; 6:2J; 5:8;
10:9,10,13).
The Four Spiritual Laws used by
Campus Crusade can be an effective wit-
nessing tool. In my possession are at least
15 booklets that are spin-offs of the Four
Spiritual Lacrs booklet. Campus Crusade
has proved the value of a tool that helps
and guides Christians in the presentation
of the gospel.
The James Kennedy plan also is
effective. It is explained in his book Er.,an-
gelism Explosion. Many feel this plan is too
complicated for the majority to use. It
takes extensive training, but it has proved
worthwhile in countless churches.
lnvitation. Jiuth transforms, not
just informs. Vhen the gospel is not
responded to, it tends to harden the heart.
Never try to force a decision, but always
give an opportunity for a person to make
a decision.
Vhen the person has said "Yes, I want
to be saved" and appears to understand
the gospel, you can say something like
this: "Bil l, God says, 'Him that cometh
to me I will in no wise cast out' Uohn
6:371. How do we come to Him? \7hy, in
our hearts, for God'looketh on the heart'
[1 Sam. 16:7]. Jesus said, 'Behold, I stand
at the door, and knock: if any man hear
continued on page 53
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Co-chairman, speaker
Jack Baskin
Baptist University of America
Decatur, GA
Executive Council, speaker
Clyde Box
Brook Hollow Baptist Church
Desoto, TX
Executive Council, speaker
Joseph Brown
Manna Bible Baptist Church
Baltimore, MD
Executive Council, speaker
Bruce Cummons
Massillon Baptist Temple
Massillon, OH
State Chairman, speaker
They are participating in E
State Chalrmen
Grant Adams
Gl€nrock Fundamental Baptist Church
Glenrock, WY
Bob Adrlan
Long lsland Bible Baptist Church
Hicksvil le, NY
Rlchard Angwln
Temple Baptist Church
St. Paul, MN
Don Balfour
Tabernacle Baptist Church
South Rivsr, NJ
Tom Berry
Baptist Bible Church
Elkton, MD
Davld Eouler
Calvary Baptist Temple
Montgomery, AL
Harry Boyle
Grace Baptist Church
Portlmd, ME
Fred Brewer
Fellowship Baptjst Church
Barboursville, WV
Raymond Hancock
Pinecrest Baptist Church
Morrow, GA
Central Committee, speaker
David J6remiah
Scott Memorial Baotist Church
El Cajon, CA
Central Committee. speaker
A.v. Honderson
Temple Baptist Church
Detroit, Ml
Central Committee, speaker
Frank Johnson
Kelview Baptist Church
Midland, TX
State Chairman, speaker
Harold Henniger
Canton Baptist Church
Canton, OH
Central Committee
John Rawl ings
Landmark Baptist Temple
Cincinnati, OH
Co-chairman
Roy McLaughlin
First Baotist Church of Vilonia
Vilonia, AR
Bruce Melton
Centlal Baptist Church
Huntington Beach, CA
Ray Melugin
Wichita Baptist Tabernacle
Wichita, KS
Rudy Holland
Berean Baptist Church
Salem, VA
Bill Jividen
Grand lsland Baptist Church
Grand lsland, NE
J.C, Joiner
New Testament Baptist Church
Tucson, Az
H6rb Koonce
Taberrcle Baptist Church
Chicopee, MA
Larry Loser
Liberty Baptist Church
Jacks Valley, NV
Ken McOormick
Tri-City Baptist Temple
Gladstone, OF
hese Christian
in common?
Greg Dlxon
lndianapolis Baptist Temple
Indianaoolis. lN
Central Committee
aptist Fundamentalism'84!
Truman Dolla.
Kansas City Baptist Temple
Kansas City, MO
Central Committee, speaker
W.E. Dowell
Baptist Temple
Springfield, MO
Central Committee
Jerry FElwoll
Thomas Road Baotist Church
Lynchburg, VA
Co-chairman, speaker
Bllly Hamm
Mountain States Baptist Temple
Denver, CO
Central Committee
Ronnle Rlgglne
New Llte Baptist Church
Nsw Cumbsrland, PA
Terry $amples
Beacon Baptist Church
Nashvlllo, TN
W.L. Smlth
Flrst Baptisl Church
Englewood, CO
Don Stone
Lanakila BaptEt Church
Waipahu, Hl
Jerry Towles
Falth Baptlst Church
Art€sia, NM
James Upchurch
Midway Baptlst Church
R6l€igh, NC
Wlllle Weaver
Calvary Baptist Church
Connersville. lN
Herberi Fltzpatrlck
Riverdale Baptist Church
Upper Marlboro, MD
Central Committee
Herman Frankland
Bangor Baptist Church
Bangor, ME
Central Committee. soeaker
Dan Gelatt
First Baptist Church
Elkhart, lN
Co-chairman, speaker
Rlchard Whlte
Cdvary Heights Baptist Church
Baton Rouge, LA
C.R. Wll l lams
C€nlral Bsptist Church
Hattiesburg, MS
Don Young
Bible Baptist Church
Paducah, KY
George Zarrls
Fox Riv€r Valley Baptist Church
Aurora, lL
Ed Hlndson
Thomas Road Baptist Church
Lynchburg, VA
Speaker
Tom Wallace
Beth Haven Baotist Church
Louisville, KY
Co-chairman, speaker
Blll Monroe
Florence Baptist Temple
Florence, SC
Rlchard Moore
Bible Baotist Church
Lewiston, lD
Floyd Paschall
B€thel Baptist Church
Union City, CT
Cecil Hodges
Bible Baotist Church
Savannah, GA
Central Committee
John Whlte
Calvary Baptist Church
Grand Raoids. Ml
Stale Chairman. soeaker
J. Don Jannlngs
Northwest Baptist Seminary
Tacoma, WA
Speaker
Wendell Zlmmerman
Bible Baptist Temple
Jacksonville, FL
Central Committee, speaker
James Polnter
Sioux City Baptlst Church
Sioux City, lA
Jerry Prevo
Anchorage Baptigl Templ6
Anchorage, AK
You will want to join them in \Tashington
on April II-I3, 1984.
For more information remit coupon from page 16.
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I'e,ading Children
to Ghrist byteanBeck
"M h#i,:ilTi:"*Tfi
about! How can they comprehend a place
called heaven when they cannot see it?
\fhy should I burden my little ones with
talk about sin and guilt? Worlt they just
become confused and frustrated if I pre.
sent the gospel to them while they are
very young?"
These questions are frequently asked
by Christian parents and educators, who
Jean Beck is an'ric,;lum
writer for Children's
Ministries at Thomas
Roal Baptist Clwrch,
Lynchburg, Virginia.
seem afraid to bear the responsibility of
leading their little ones to the [ord.
However they are the only ones who
think that they should wait before beein-
ning to influence their children's mirids.
Glevision advertisers do not wait and
cultists do not wait. Satan does not wait.
\(ihy should we?
In Mark 10:14 we readJesus'command
for child evangelism: "Suffer the little
children to come unto mq and forbid
them not: for of such is the kinedom of
Godl'The Greek word for child used in
this passage signifies a very little or young
child, or even a newborn infant. If we are
to obey the words ofour heavenly Father,
we must begin at once to lead to the lord
the little ones placed in our care. Here are
some teaching ideas to help you do it
most effectively.
Build a Spiritual Foundation for
the Plan of Salvation. During the
preschool years the parents and Sunday
school teachers have the responsibility of
building a spiritual foundation within the
little child. Together they should teach
him about God's love, obeying God, and
being kind to others. They should help
him see that he does wrong things each
day (things which hurt God), that these
wrong things make God sad and must be
punished, and thatJesus already took the
punishment for the bad things (sin) that
the child has done and will continue to
do.
Make the Plan of Salvation
Simple" As the young child becomes sen-
sitive to the naughty things he does each
day (as early as three years old), he will
see his need for salvation. At this point
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make clear that God knew that people
never could or would stop sinning on
their own, so they could never be with
Him in His heavenly home. Therefore, He
6ad a plan to send His only Son to earth
to take the punishment for the sins of
each boy and girl.
Help Your Child Make the
Choice. Once your little one has seen
his need for salvation ("For the wages of
sin is death; but the gift of God is erer-
nal life through Jesus Christ our Lordl'
Rom. 6:23) and has understood God's
plan for salvation ("For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting
lifel 'John 3:16), he must make a choice.
But what should be his reason for
choosing to give his life to the [ord? Do
nof coerce him to make the decision out
of desire for personal gain (escaping the
fiery flames of hell in order to walk the
golden streets of heaven) or out of desire
for a reward (a Bible, a colorful bookmark.
or a special gift). Do nor let him respond
because others around him do so or
because he will make you-the parent or
teacher-happy. Rather let him choose
the plan of salvation because he is sin-
cerely sorry that he has done wrong and
made God unhappy and wants His
forgiveness.
Guide the Prayer of Salvation.
Having expressed a desire to ask Jesus to
save him, the young child will need
guidance in praying the prayer of salva-
tion. Avoid using abstract or symbolic
terms with the young child. Cliches such
as "get savedj' "let Jesus into your heartl'
or "give your heart to Jesus" may confiJse
a child and give him a false understand-
ing of what actually takes place. Instead,
use phrases such as "become a child of
God" (John l:12) or "give your life to the
Lord" or compare salvation to a "New
Birth" (John 3:3).
Encourage the young child to use his
own words in his prayer of salvation, not
parroting yours. Explain that as he talks
to Jesus he should rell Him he is sorry for
his wrongdoing, thank Him for dying on
the cross, and take Him as his Saviour.
\ilhen he has prayed, make sure the
young child knours that Jesus is now his
Saviour forever. He will still do things that
are wrong, but these sins have already
been forgiven. (One of the most frequenr
errors in child evangelism is using visuals
which communicate that once a child is
saved he is now sinless. This is why
children think they need to be saved over
and over again.) Now encoumge him to
tell others right away about the decision
he has made (Rom. 10:9).
Visualize the Plan of Salvation. A
variety of easy-to-make visual aids can be
used to help clarifu the plan of salvation
to young children. 1) Gach the children
the ABC's of salvation-Acknowledge
your sins, Believe that Jesus died on the
cross to take the punishment for your
sins, Confess Jesus ils your Saviour. 2) Cut
three large circles out of construction
paper. Color the first black; draw a cross
on the second and a pair ofpraying hands
on the third. vith the pictures reach the
children that everyone is a sinner, that
Christ died on a crosr to take the ounish-
ment for our sin, and that when we pray
and receive Jesus as Saviour, God forgives
our sin and makes us His verv own
children. 3) Place three objects (black cir-
cle, cross made of craft sticks, picture of
praying hands) in a box and wrap as a gift.
Explain that each of us can choose the
"gift" of eternal life. To discover how to
receive the "gift" of eternal life, the child
will unwrap the box and learn the mean-
ing of the three objects inside. 4) Cut a
white circle out of construction paper and
cover with clear contact paper, Let the
children color the circle black and then
wipe it off with a soft cloth. Use this to
illustrate that when we accept Jesus as our
Saviour, all our sins are forgiven-past
and firture-and as we confess our sins
every day, Jesus continually wipes them
away. 5) To help the young child
remember that his salvation is forever,
have him hold out his hand and on the
five fingers teach the five words "Jesus Is
\ilith (John) Forever."
Vith these teaching ideas in mind,
challenge yourself to take the first oppor-
tunity to teach the simple truths of the
gospel to your little ones. D
'What 
or'Who?
continued from page 30
Moreover those who entertain these
views are going to be labeled Fundomen-
ralisrs whether they like it or not. In the
Missouri Synod battle the dissidents were
not labeled what they really were-
Liberals-but were everywhere called
"Moderates" which they were not, while
l.A. O Preus and his associates were
everywhere called "Fundamentalists."
James Barr's attack on Fundamentalism
demonstrates that the academic world.
which hates the theology of orthodoxy,
will always label it Fundamentalism. ln its
heyday neoorthodoxy also identified
Conservative Christianity by using the
Fundamentalist label.
FEBRUARY 1984
Maybe it would be better to accept the
term Fundamentalist with all of the pe-
joratives attached to it by its detractors,
living above its limitations and investing
it with a better image by humility, com-
passion, and lovingkindness toward those
with whom the so-called "divisive iner-
rantists" have major differences of opin-
ion. \Uhen the quasi-Liberals and acade-
micians in Southern Baptist seminaries
can label inerrantists "Fundamentalists."
thus repudiating a label so often applied
to the people of the Southern Baptist
Convention, it cannot be such a bad
word as to render it nonviable. And when
the Missouri Synod, standing without
apology for historic orthodoxy, has been
and now is being called Fundamentalist,
we might as well take advantage of a term
that, at the very least, lets everyone know
they believe in a Bible that is free from
error in the whole and in the oart.
Believers in the view thar Scriprure
and the \ilord of God are synonymous
can always use an alternate label such as
Orthodox Protestant which I have already
surfaced in this article. But if neither the
Fundamentalist label nor the Orthodox
Protestant one will do, someone can come
up with a better name that will catch the
public eye and serve to identifu that group
of people who hold to the fundamentals
of the Christian faith including inerrancy.
As far as I am concerned the term Eo,an-
geldcal seems to be a confirsing label and
probably a lost cause. !
Adapted from The Bible i.n thc Balance @ 1979, The Zondervan
Corporat ion.
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Euangelism
continued from page 19
I know they don't win souls naturally, but
I hope to prime the pump so they will try
to win their friends in daily lifel'
A survey shows that only 6 out of 100
visitors to the church result from the
traditional organized visitation programs.
Yet, 86 out of 100 visitors come at the in-
vitation of a friend or relative. Program
evangelism has a place and has some re-
sults, but such results are small compared
to web evangelism.
Wt rt._ the methotu
of evangelism are
continuoruly modified,
the commond to
t .  .
eq)ongeltze remotns
constont,
Two books have highlighted the shift
in evangelism Life-style Euangelisn,by Je
Aldridge, and Evangelism a a Lifutyle, by
Jim Peterson. These authors are telling
Americans that simply verbalizing the
gospel message is not enough to reach
secularized Americans. Peterson describes
a "post-Christian culture" where the aver-
age American does not operate within a
religious framework. He says we must
employ "affirmation evangelism in prac-
ticel' By this he means that evangelism is
"a process of modeling and explaining the
Christian message. His [God's] people
must incarnate His character, then audio-
visualize the nature of His eternal reignJ'
Thi.ty years agq Jim Rayburn, found-
er of Young Life (an evangelistic organi.
zation to reach high school teens), called
lifestyle evangelism, "winning a hearing."
He says we must live a godly life before
the unsaved so that they will listen to our
message. What Rayburn calls "winning a
hearingj' the Bible calls "witnessing"
(Acts 1:8).
For all the advantages oflifestyle evan-
gelism, Aldridge seems to be against con-
2a
frontation evangelism. He wants evange-
lism to grow naturally out of life's relation-
ship. However, lifestyle evangelism and
confrontation can go together. Jesus con-
fronted Nicodemus, Zacchaeus, and the
woman at the well. Philip confronted the
Ethiopian eunuch, and Paul confronted
Sergius Paulus and the demon-possessed
girl in Philippi.
From Media Evangelism
to Personal Evangelism
Many churches have used every
available means in their attempt to
evangelize their cities. They have pur-
chased advertisements on television and
radiq and in the newspapers. They have
passed out flyers throughout the com-
munity, mailed newsletters, organized a
phone blitz, employed dial-a-prayer,
nailed posters on trees, and walked from
door to door to invite people to church.
But media evangelism is expensive.
Ten years ago it cost $400 to purchase an
entire page in the Lynchburg newspaper;
today it costs $1,600. A decade ago televi.
sion cost $4 for a lO-second slot; today
it costs $35, depending on the number
of slots. New and small churches cannot
afford the cost of saturating their towns.
The greatest evangelistic asset for any
church is not television time or electronic
help. The power of evangelism still rcsides
in church members who share their faith
because they love Jesus Christ and be-
cause they are excited about their church.
A recent survey indicated that non-
members look first for friendship when
choosing a church. Secondly, they choose
a church where they get spiritual help.
Churches need to capitalize on friendship
evangelism when planning evangelistic
sffategy.
In spring 1981 when the Heritage Bap-
tist Church in Lynchburg, Virginia, was
averaging 83 in Sunday school and hav-
ing difficulty reaching 100, a Friend Day
Campaign was planned. By a system of
accountability everyone pledged to invite
his friend to church. Rod Kidd, then
pastor, preached a series of sermons on
friendship. On the big dan 238 attended
"Friendly Heritage Baptist Churchl' Be-
cause of organized follow-up, subsequent
attendance never dropped below 150. To-
day the church averages 450. Kidd told
the Liberty ministerial students that
everyone should plan a Friend Day to
take advantage of the inherent strength
of web evangelism.
From Mass Evangelism
to Body Evangelism
In the past, pastors have led their con-
gregations to become actively involved in
citywide crusades. It was thought that a
big-name evangelist, a large civic center,
and the multiplied efforts of all churches
could make an evangelistic impact on the
city that individual churches could not
do separately. In return, churches ex-
pected a percentage ofthe decision cards,
so some new converts could be brought
into their local congregations.
In the fifties each Billy Graham Cru-
sade got larger. The first criticism against
citywide crusades was that cooperative
evangelism joined Conservatives and
Liberals. The issue of second-degree
separation divided Fundamentalists and
Evangelicals. However, there is a second
criticism against mass evangelism: for all
the massive budgets, publicity, organized
outreach, and numerous decisions, mass
evangelism had comparatively small re-
sults for the cooperating churches. In
many cases, there were no results, but ac-
tually a decline in church membership in
cities where mass evangelistic crusades
were held. Why? Because citywide cru-
sades syphoned off money and evangelis-
tic efforts for the local church, so that
membership went down, rather than up,
says Peter \Tagner of Fuller Theological
Seminary.
Body evangelism is local church evan-
gelism. The title is taken from the picture
ofthe church as a body. Body evangelism
is the most effective type of evangelism,
says l7agner. Perhaps what we have found
by statistical verification (i.e., that local
church evangelism is the most effective
way to reach the lost) is that it always has
been the priority in God's program of
outreach.
Vhile the methods of evangelism are
continuously modified, the command to
evangelize remains constant. \7e must be
conscious ofthe current needs ofpeople
and examine the most effective ways of
reaching the world with the gospel. \Uhat-
ever program we implement, our only mo-
tive must be to honor God. O
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An Interview with
Del Fehsenfeld, fr.
and Answers
'How long have you been in evangelism, and where has your Life
Action ministry taken you?
l\lf have been in evangelism for about 15 years and in Life Action
for 14 of those years. Through our crusades and one-night programs'
we have been in over 1,500 churches and Christian schools. I have con-
ducted over 300 church crusades. and we have been in virtually every
state.
Q:""". father was an evangelist. How did he influence your life?
A!ff" is ?1. He has been in evangelism for over 50 years. During
the summer he took us children with him and we got firsthand exposure
to the old sawdust trail. tent revival crusades, and church crusades.
He was of the old school, a hard-hitting preacher with a great deal of
compassion, who would often break down and weep in the middle of
his messages. He poured out his heart for people but he was relentless
against sin. Most of what I know about the character and ways of God,
the works of God, and the !ilord of God, came from his life.
Q'r, there a difference between evangelism and revivalism?
A:Onn""gh the words are often used synonymously, in reality there
is a significant difference. Evangelism is the process of reaching the lost
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Del Fehsenfeld, Jr,, is the founder and
director of Life Action Ministries, ofomily.
centered revival rninistry. The primary out,
reaches of the ministry includelocal church
revivol crusades, multi.image productions
such cs "Ametica, You're Too Young to
Diei' o 760.acre youth camp, and abimonthly
magaTine ntitled Spirit of Revival.
As the evangelist for one of the ministry's
crusade teamq Del, with his wife ond three
children,spends I0 months each year travel.
ing and ministering to pdstors and churches
dcross the United Stdtes.
The burden of DeI's rninistry is to see
G od reviae the hearts of His people, believ'
ing that the ultimote result will be o gredt
spiritual owakening &mong the lost.
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with the salvation message of the gospel.
Revival is the moving of God's Spirit in
the lives of believers that restores them
to fresh love for God and obedience to
His truth. The pattern of Scripture, as
I understand it, is that revival generally
precedes and produces greater fruit-
fulness in evangelism. \(hen God puri-
fies and revives His people, the result is
an increased God-consciousness and
spiritual awakening among the lost. The
greatest evangelistic thrusts and mis-
sionary movements of history have been
born out of times of revival among God's
people.
A.
A(tlr revival totally a sovereign act
of God or can we influence it and if so,
how?
AlOf course, God is absolutely
sovereign. He moves as He chooses and
pleases. But we must respond to God.
There are these two facets of revival, and
neither is true to the exclusion of the
other. Historically, we can observe the
sovereign divine choice of God who sets
His people to praying and initiates an
outpouring of His Spirit in revival. \7e
also know from God's \ilord that gen-
uine revival can be experienced as a
direct result of people seeking God with
all their hearts. God has given us con-
ditions in His Word, and if we meet
those conditions we can expect Him to
fulfill His promises and pour out His
presence and power. There is a degree
to which we can influence Him because
in His sovereignty He has moved us to
seek Him with all our hearts.
A.
\! 'What would you, from your
perspect ive,  see as the greatest
hindrances to revival in America's
churches?
 
A:l believe that one of the greatest
hindrances to revival in our nation is a
sectarian spirit-denominationalism,
man-made movements, and following
after men, We have a high "church" doc-
trine and a low "Jesus" doctrine. People
are often more loyal to an organization
or an institution than they are to Jesus.
Another hindrance is the tendency
to exalt preferences and personal inter-
pretations to the level ofthe absolutes of
40
Scripture. These preferences are too fre-
quently used as standards by which to
evaluate others in the body of Christ. As
a result, there is an enormous amount
of pride in our churches. The Scripture
says that pride causes contention. Un-
fortunately, while some have been con-
tending for the faith, others have
become contentious with the faithful.
This sectarian spirit has made us
suspicious and skeptical of each other
and is destroying the freedom of God's
Spirit to move. While we must not em-
brace error, we can stand firmly on the
truth ofthe \ilord. and as instructed in
Ephesians 4, do so in love.
"Plastic professionalism," hypocrisy,
and leaving a better impression of
ourselves than is honestly true are all
hindrances to revival. Pretense starts in
the pulpit and spills into the pews.
Another problem is that we have
programmed ourselves to death. \ile
don't have time in most of our churches
to seek God in extraordinary, earnest
prayer. We're so caught up in doing
things /or God that we have little time
left to spend trith Him. So we just keep
letting our programs run and end up
having to squeeze Jesus into whatever
time is left over.
There is another sense in which our
predetermined programs can be a hin-
drance to revival. Too often we choose
a convenient week for "revival" services,
much as we select a date for some other
event. We tell God we're going to have
a meeting and then ask Him to come
and bless it. There's no such thing as in-
stantaneous revival that can be pro-
duced whenever we happen to find a
suitable slot for it in our already over.
crowded schedules. I doubt that we will
witness genuine revival until we become
so hungry and so desperate for a visita-
tion from God that we are willing to set
everything aside, make Him the first
priority, and go for broke until we have
met with Him.
a
'America has had two great na.
tional awakenings. Is it possible for her
to have a third great awakening?
A:".r, there is absolutely no doubt
in my mind. There are some sincere peo.
ple who make statements like, "America
is apostatized and too far gone and God
won't send revival to apostasy." Well, I
agree that he won't send revival to
apostasy, but I think we tend to throw
the term aposarc at anything with which
we disagree. Although there are apos-
tates in leadership in our nation, I don't
believe that America as a nation is apos-
tate. I'm convinced that the vast major-
ity of people are just plain old-fashioned
lost people who desperately need to have
the light of God's truth shed in their
hearts,
Then some say, "How can God send
a great revival when the prediction in
the Scripture is that, in the end times,
things will just get worse?" I don't see any
biblical evidence that this prediction
prevents the outpouring of God's Holy
Spirit during the last days. ln Paul's
prayer in Ephesians 3:21 he says,
"LJnto him be glory in the church by
Christ Jesus throughout all ages." He
didn't say "until it gets so bad that it's
too late." The very last moment before
Jesus returns for His children, God can
break in on His church and send a great
revival. As long as God is on His throne
and His \7ord is true, I believe that it
is still possible for Him to pour out His
Spirit in revival.
'How do you answer the criticism
of some pastors that a lot of revivalism
is just  manipulat ion of  people 's
emotions?
Alr think that many pastors have
been burned by some well-meaning
evangelists (and some who are not so
well-meaning) who in the energy of their
flesh have tried to induce what only
God's Spirit can produce. On the other
hand, the heart consists of the mind,
will, and emotions-and when God
moves on the heart, emotions must be
involved. I don't mean manipulation
from man's standpoint. When the Spirit
of God falls on man, it is overwhelming
what God does. I have been where the
presence of God has been so powerful
that a choir would start to sing and
couldn't continue. The words to the
song became so meaningful and so real
in the presence of Christ, that the peo-
ple just broke down and sobbed. I have
been where God has moved in such re-
vival fire that people would travel to the
meetings from miles around, having
heard about it. They were drawn by the
invisible hand of God. His manifest ores-
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ence in a service would cause such intense
conviction that they would fall to their
knees without an invitation ever being
extended.
Many pastors are skeptical because,
all too often, evangelists have produced
shortlived results and called that
revival. However, genuine revival is the
fire of God falling from heaven, melting
the hearts of people, purging the dross,
and transforming lives-not just for a
week of meetings, but for a lifetime. \7e
have a tendency to put down revival
with a broad brush because of our
limited experience and because of disillu-
sionment with that which falsely has
been called revival.
In many cases, our churches have
become so plastic and phony, and so
barren of the life of Christ, the fullness
of God, and the fruit of the Spirit, that
if the Holy Spirit took charge, it would
petrifu most of us. He would end up ex-
posing leaders as much as church mem-
bers, and He would probably radically
alter much of the church programs, our
philosophy, our priorities, and our
direction.
A.\7. Tozer said that one of the curses
of our generation is the assumption that
because we know something, it is a real-
ity in our lives. Just because we know a
fact doesn't make it a part of our lives.
There is more to Christianity than
knowing right and doing right. Biblical
Christianity also involves the heart
being in a right relationship with a
living Christ. We pride ourselves on
holding to the Scriptures as our final
source of authority-and from thence we
depart. !7e are not committed to it in
practice on a daily basis. !?e are assum-
ing that because we know certain truths,
they are reality in our lives. That has
produced a great deal of spiritual barren-
ness and emptiness. Th" results of our
failure in this area are disastrous in our
people-many of whom are experiencing
spiritual burnout and disillusionment,
rather than a vibrant, growing, personal
relationship with Chrisr.
'ls the ministry of the evangelist in
tics, and three-ring circus methodology
that they have discredited the purity of
God's truth and the reality of His power.
Pastors have felt forced to say, "Enough
of this nonsense. We've had enough of
these'jam-our-buildings full' campaigns."
They are realizing that a lot of
"church growth" has not been growth
at all; it has been church "swelling." (If
I ram my head into a wall, it swells, it
gets bigger-but it hasn't grownl) I think
some of us have awakened to the fact
that inflated attendances and inflated of-
ferings aren't meaningful if we can't
motivate our people to true spiritual
growth and vital Christian living.
Another thing I think has hurt the
cause is that enough evangelists were in-
sensitive or caused trouble in the
churches that pastors started inviting
other pastors to their pulpits instead of
risking an evangelist who might ruin the
church. And I don't blame them.
On the other hand, if the church and
the pastor stop inviting evangelists
simply because they can't stand the
"heat" of biblical confrontation. the
problem is really in the church and the
pastor. The decline is coming from both
problems and both have damaged the
role of true biblical evanselists.
'!ilhat about many churches com-
ing together for revivals-is that a trend?
Is that out?
AlP"r years the trend has been away
from mass crusades. Some have laid the
blame for this at the feet of big-name na-
tional evangelists who have tolerated a
mixture of truth and error-in associa-
tion, cooperation, and so on. Although
there may be a measure of truth to this
assessment, I have discovered in recent
years that even when rigid requirements
for cooperation are established for city-
wide crusades, some of those preachers
still can't get along with each other. I
don't believe the problem is that people
are no longer hungry for the truth. The
real problem is that many of us are more
concerned about building our own min-
istries and reputations than we are about
building the church of Christ. '!ile're
more concerned about making the mark
for our denomination in our town than
we are about making a mark for Jesus.
And I think it may be the death of the
church.
A.
A(t\7hv do you feel it is in decline
when just a few years ago the ultimate
in the church was to be an evanselist?
Alr think there are several reasons.
In part, many of our churches have
become so backslidden that they won't
tolerate prophetic preaching that con-
fronts them at their point of need. It's
one thing to preach against the sins of
the world. But church people get uncom-
fortable when you start preaching
against the sins of the church. The right
kind of preaching strips the cosmetic
coat of religious paint off the dead or-
thodoxy, hypocrisy, and empty, barren,
carnal, backslidden lives ofbelievers and
exposes them for what they really are.
A lot of people run from that kind of
preaching.
Another reason for the decline is that
many evangelists have become so ego-
centered, flesh-oriented, manipulative,
and dependent on Madison Avenue tac-
4l
Q!ar.^ your perspective, what do A:a.o- my limited perspective, yes.
you see as the greatest weaknesses in
pastors today?
Alrn" weaknesses ln pasrors are
probably no different from the weak-
nesses in evangelists and others in voca-
tional ministry. They are the same weak-
nesses that God has had to confront in
my own life. I know how tough it is to
prioritize prayer in a demanding sched-
ule. But I also know that a prayerless
pastor produces a powerless pulpit. The
sins produced by walking after the flesh
instead of after the Spirit are consum-
ing many pastors and evangelists. Bitter-
ness, insecurity, selfishness, reputation-
protecting, kingdom-building-these are
all evidences of walking after the flesh and
cause disillusionment, hurt, and discour-
agement in others.
The supreme motivation to be "suc-
cessful," rather than to be a servant, and
the prioritizing of production and pro-
grams over building the lives of people
are other weaknesses that plague the
ministry.
From my perspective, the absence of
lives that back up and illustrate our
messages may be our greatest failure.
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A('The trend in a lot of churches is
to hold shorter evangelistic meetings
such as Sunday through \Tednesday,
Friday through Sunday. Is that a good
or bad trend?
Alr think it depends on what you
want to accomplish. lf you want to pump
everybody up with some attendance-
breaking reports and lots of decisions
and not wear your people out, then it
is probably good to hold short meetings.
If you want to meet with God, the
chances are it will take at least the first
week for people to give God their un-
divided attention and to begin to re-
spond in brokenness, humility, and
repentance before Him. \7e generally
schedule crusades for two full weeks.
Many of our crusades have been ex-
tended into unscheduled additional
weeks.
One pastor of a large church said,
"Del, my people would probably run me
out of town if I suggested that we were
going to have a two-week meeting. I
want revival and we desperately need it,
but can't we do it in a week's time?" This
is l ike saying, "God, give me patience,
but hurry upl Make me a spiritual giant
instantaneously, with no price, no cost,
no time involved." But God wil l only
meet with us on His terms.
'A lot of pastors complain that
even when an evangelist holds a week
or two of successfi"rl meetings, one year
later their churches are in desperate need
of the same thing again. How do you
answer that type of criticism?
Alnr long as we are housed in this
earthly tabernacle of flesh that is con-
stantly pulling to have its own appetites
fulfilled and pampered, warring against
the soul to do wrong, we are going to
need times of spiritual refreshment. Acts
3:19 says that "times of refreshing" come
from the presence of the Lord. Notice
that it doesn't say "a time"- it says
"times" of refreshing, times of revival.
A lot of what is called revival doesn't
last because it really isn't revival; it isn't
of God. It is man-made manipulation.
But when God obviously transforms
lives in revival, why is there a falling
away? I believe that what it takes to send
4Z
revival is exactly what it takes to keep
revival and rvhat it takes to continue
revival. After we spend six weeks in cot-
tage prayer meetings pleading with God
for revival in our church, and God pours
out His Spirit, it's easy to relax and stop
praying, except on Wednesday nights.
Then we wonder why God isn't moving
anymore.
'l7hatever God brings to the church
in revival will only continue to the ex-
tent that His people continue in humility
and obedience. 'We can blame the re-
vival, the revivalist, the team, or start
questioning whether it was really of
God, but in reality we are to blame be-
cause we haven't continued in the things
that brought it.
t\
\fod is bringtng
churches, slowly but
surely, to the point of
genuine reuivol.
O
'After 14 years in traveling all over
the country, do you feel we are any
closer to a national revival than we were
14 years ago?
Alr think there is a greater hunger
in the hearts ofpeople. I am constantly
hearing, "We have tried everything! \Ue
have tried education. \7e have tried di-
scipleship programs. \ile have tried soul-
winning programs. We have tried
church building. !ile have tried contests
and super-aggressive philosophies and
everything else under the sun. But there
is still something missing and we are in
trouble." We are beginning to realize
that we need to get back to God and the
basics of His Word. In that sense, God
is bringing churches across our nation,
slowly but surely, to the point where
they are ready for genuine revival. How
much longer it is going to take, I don't
know. But when we get there, I believe
Cod will hear and will send revival.
Aif would sav the most revolu-
tionary change, and the most needed
change, has been in me. It hasn't been
in the preaching, it hasn't been in the
churches, it has been in me. And I think
that is what real revival does. It gets you
to stop focusing on everybody else's rela-
tionship to God before you have dealt
honestly and seriously with your own
condition before God.
My priorities were all out of whack.
I thought my job was to reach America,
and God brought me to the realization
that if I couldn't even handle myself,
how could I handle the nation? My
philosophy was to reach out and be a
success, and God showed me that I
needed to be a servant and lay my life
down for the men whom I served. I used
to have a philosophy that it was my
responsibility to add every radio station
and team member I could and expand
as fast as I could to capture America.
God has shown me that if I take care of
the depth of my personal relationship
with Him, He will take care of the
breadth of my ministry. I committed
myself to start developing within my life
the reality of what I was preaching from
God's Word so I could say with Paul,
"Follow me," instead of, "Follow my
outlines and my cassette tapes," and so
on.
I think God has been producing
within me a deeper understanding of
genuine repentance and brokenness. I
am amazed that God would have
anything to do with me and over-
whelmed that He would let me be a part
of His family, let alone share with
anybody else what He is doing in my life
and showing me from His \Vord. He has
also intensified mv commitment to the
authority ofScripture. I began to realize
that I was preaching and parroting a lot
of good things that good men had said
but that I could not substantiate in the
\7ord of God. And so I said, "Lord, if
Your Spirit will tutor me, I will throw
out everything I have ever learned and
go straight to the Word as my final
source ofauthority. By Your grace, even
if it radically changes everything I have
ever preached or any ofmy preconceived
notions, I'm willing to let Your'Word
change me." That liberated me and
started a whole new process of spiritual
D
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'How has your ministry changed
in the last 14 years?
growth.
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Missions and the local Ghurch
undamentalism is cemented in
the belief that all activity for the
cause of Christ should be
directed through the local assembly of
believers. Though we acknowledge that
the body of Christ is comprised of all
born-again believers, regardless of denomi-
national affiliation, according to Scripture
we maintain that God does His work
through the local church.
A local assemblv sent forth the first
missionaries, Paul and Barnabas (Acts
13:1-3). To that same local assembly those
missionaries made their report on the
work accomplished (Acts 14:76-28).
ln contrast, many present-day denomi-
nations and organizations operate almost
totally outside the local church. The mis-
sionaries are sent not by a local body of
believers but by a board or association.
The work performed by those missionar-
ies may be educational, agricultural, medi-
cal, or church-related. The mission phi-
losophy of many of these groups is evan-
gelism by subsidy-meaning financial sub-
sidy for national works for the opportun-
ity to present the gospel.
The national churches associated with
this mission philosophy operate freely out-
side the local church concept. The na-
tional Christians feel little responsibility
in purchasing their own church prop-
erry, building their own buildings, or pay-
ing their pastors' salaries. All of these
needs are provided by outside sources.
This mission philosophy is very ap-
pealing. Governments like this subsidy
program. Free aid develops countries. In
some Third \Uorld countries, missionaries
are allowed in only if they provide aid.
Missionaries working in Bangladesh,
North Yemen, Somalia, and the Sudan
Richard I:wis is a
missionary and free-lance
writer in Kerrya, East
Africa.
testifu that they were not allowed to
preach or give witness of their faith in
Christ. These countries did not want the
gospel, just aid. Countries that do allow
gospel preaching look with disdain on
mission groups who do not provide some
type of social program.
Missionaries like the subsidy program,
for they are accepted by everybody and
hated by nobody. In areas ofhigh harvest
yield, like Kenya, a missionary can buy
his land, his church, his pastor, and his
converts, with little or no effort. The
reports of revival from these groups are
staggering.
"Wnningthe
lost ot any cosf'
should not be a
slogan taken too
literolly,
Organizations back home like the sub-
sidy program. They know Americans are
responsive in giving their excess dollars
to the less fortunate in other parts ofthe
world. There are certainly enough agen-
cies from which to choose. One survey
reports 714 North American Protestant
mission agencies with a total income of
over $1.1 billion. Less than 30 percent of
those agencies are involved in establishing
churches.
Because of the attractiveness of evan-
gelism by subsidy, many fine Christians
are drawn into this method. Christians
committed to world evangelism should
analyze their program and giving by ask-
ing these questions:
Does the parachurch organiza.
tion we support work to help or
hurt the local church principle?
by Riclwrd Lewis
Many fine groups are dedicated to help-
ing the needs of suffering mankind.
Christians have a moral obligation to help
truly needy people (1 John 3:17). Certain
organizations, such as Food for the
Hungry, have programs designed to help
local assemblies. Their "food for work"
projects provide the type of aid that gives
the national people a sense of dignity
rather than cultivating in them a beggar
mentality. Parachurch programs should
be analyzed in light of how they will
affect the community and local church.
If aid is little more than a handout. it will
just produce "rice Christiansl'
Are the missionaries we support
committed to the biblical principle
of the local church? If a missionary's
objective in life is just reporting big results
to his supporters back home, then the
biblical principle will suffer. "Winning the
lost at any cost" should not be a slogan
taken too literally. There should be a limit
to certain methods. The report of conver-
sions in Kenya is impressive, yet finding
one church in a thousand that supports
its pastor from the offerings of that local
assembly would be difficult. The ministry
of a missionary is not just evangelism but
also "Gaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded vou"
(Matt. 28:20). This means teaching the
national church how to support its pastor
and become indigenous.
Do our gifts help to propagate the
local assembly concept? Sending
money to build a church in a foreign
country can produce a gratifuing feeling
among American church members, but
erecting churches, without commitment
of the nationals to do their part, builds
monuments, not people.
These issues are difficult to deal with,
but another trademark of the Fundamen-
talist is his willingness to deal with tough
issues. The establishing of local in-
digenous national churches is a slow,
tedious program. But Fundamentalist
Christians have no other choice. for after
all, it is biblical. D
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Mordecai Ham
A Thorn in the Devil's Side
by lames A. Borland
rom a small beginning in rural Kentucky there came a
spiritual giant who recaptured Satan's territory for more
than six decades. Mordecai Fowler Ham, Jr., was
born in Allen County, Kentucky, on April 2, 1877. During his
84 years, nearly one million souls received Christ under his hard-
hitdng preaching. He fought hard for Christ against he Devil.
He opposed modernistic theology, biological evolution, religious
formalism, and liquor, while standing firmly for God, morality,
and America.
As an evangelist he worked with local churches and became
an intimate of such Fundamentalist leaders as Lee Scarborough,
J. Frank Norris, V.B. Riley, AC. Gaebelein, C.l. Scofield, and
Gypsy Smith. In 1935 Bob Jones College, then in Cleveland,
Gnnessee, conferred upon Ham the honorary doctor of divin-
ity degree, and the following year he was elected president of
the Interdenominational Association of Christian Evangelists as
they met in \Tinona Lake, Indiana.
Mordecai Ham had a rich spiritual heritage. He was born
into a godly family that included four sisters and a brother. His
grandfather, Mordecai, after whom the lad was named, was saved
and baptized at age 22 and ordained to the gospel ministry five
years later. The elder Mordecai sometimes pastored as many as
six Kentucky congregations at one time. He concurrently served
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three churches for more than 40 vears.
and another for over 50 years.
Thus, the spiritual heritage was
passed on to young Mordecai's father,
Jbbias. Jbbias was saved as a teenager and
was ordained to the ministry the year
before his son's birth. Jbbias started five
churches out ofthe 14 he pastored, bap-
tized 1,500 souls, and performed 800 wed-
dings. During his childhood years,
"M, coll to the
a a
mtmstr\ was o
continuous ond
irrestistible urge!'
Mordecai learned two things-hard work
and spiritual sensitivity. He later noted
that his father "believed in the dignity of
work, and he didn't believe in labor-
saving devices." Every evening in the Ham
home was a spiritual revival.
Mordecai felt called to preach at age
9 and was a Sunday school superinten-
dent by age 16. After attending Ogden
College in Bowling Green, where he also
studied law, Mordecai took a salesman's
job with a grocery firm because he was
too young to take the bar exam. Ham
recalled, "My call to the ministry was a
continuous and irresistible urge. I fought
it when I started out as a salesman,
because my God had not completely
whipped me, and I did not want to be a
preacher until I had first made a fortunel'
Ham did not want to be a lay
preacher-farmer as his father was forced
to be for financial reasons. God used the
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prayers of his mother and the passing of
his preacher grandfather in 1899 to stir
his earlier call to serve the l-ord. In
July of 1900 Mordecai married Bessie
Simmons and six months later quit the
business world to enter the ministry.
For eight months he did nothing but
seclude himself for the study of God's
\Uord and two dozen other books, in-
cluding several by J.R. Graves. Ham's first
chance to preach was thrust upon him
rather suddenly and unexpectedly. He
was attending a district association
meeting held in one of the churches his
grandfather formerly pastored, when it
was announced that young Ham would
preach the next message. He later testified,
"Evidently the Holy Spirit took charge
and overcame my lack of preparation,
because when I finished, the congregation
was praising God."
From that point, without any formal
organization or sponsorship, Mordecai
was invited to meetings all around Ken-
tucky. His hallmarks were straight biblical
preaching and undaunted efforts to win
lost souls to Christ.
In one of Ham's first meetings he went
after the worst infidel of the area. He
found him hiding and trembling in a
cornfield. \Vhen he was discovered, the
infidel asked what the evangelist was go-
ing to do. 'Ask God to kill youl' was
Harris reply. The man protested, but Ham
continued, "Vhy not? You say that you
don't believe there is a God; so my prayer
shouldn't trouble youl' At that point the
infidel begged Ham not to pray that
prayer. 'All rightl'Ham said, "l shall pray
for God to save youl' The man of God
led the infidel to Christ right there in the
field. Before the meetings had con-
cluded, Ham had baptized his new con-
vert and everyone in the man's family as
well.
Ham's first meetings lasted four weeks
in September and October 1900. By
Christmas over 300 had been saved
through his efforts and he had received
offerings totalling almost $200. His
usefi.rlness for God increased, and his
ministry was extended duririg the next
five years throughout a large section of
Kentucky. The evangelist also held
m€etings in Tennessee, Ohio, and Gxas.
Several hundred received Christ during
his campaigns and most were baptized
and joined the local churches in the area.
Customarily, Ham worked with the
local churches wherever he visited. He
would first preach for many days and
nights to believers to get their hearts right
with God. The Christians would then
begin to affect the entire town for God,
resulting in hundreds of public decisions.
During his first half-decade in the
ministry, things went quite well for the
young evangelist. In 1904 the .Westem
Kentucky Herald commented of him:
"Beside being a preacher with rare gifts,
he is a singer of marvelous power. . . , But
the greatest hing about him is he is a
soulwinner. Ve have been with quite a
number of pastors and evangelists, but,
save D.L. Moody, Bro. Ham is the most
successfirl soulwinner we have ever
met. . . . He is a man of prayerl' Bessie
Ham often accompanied Mordecai in his
meetings since no children required her
attention at home.
In October of 1905 the rwosome went
to Beaumont, Gxas, for a meeting where
more than 300 were saved and added to
the local churches of that city. During the
meeting, Mrs. Ham suddenly contracted
cerebral meningitis and died just three
weeks before Christmas. Mordecai was
stricken with a tremendous grief and lost
nearly 50 pounds during his ordeal.
Deprived of his life's companion he
sought consolation in the [ord. In
January 1906 he went by ship on a
H,, hallmarks were
stroight biblical
preoching end
undaunted efforts to
win lost souls to
Christ.
pilgrimage to the lands of the Bible. In
his struggle, Mordecai had decided to re-
main unmarried and to serve the lord as
the apostle Paul had.
However, other plans developed.
Vhile holding a meeting in Eminence,
Kentucky, in the late summer of 7907,
Ham stayed with a leading dentist of the
community who was also a deacon at the
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local church. He fell in love with the den-
tist's 14-year-old daughter and they were
married the following June. Mordecai was
31. Annie Laurie Ham was a perfect
helpmeet for Mordecai, and they lived to
celebrate beyond their 50th wedding an-
niversary. Ham declared that Annie
Laurie was "the greatest blessing" God
ever gave him. Between 1912 and 1924
God blessed their home with three
lovely daughters.
As Ham's meetings grew in size, he
could no longer meet in most church
auditoriums. Instead, his practice was to
erect a large wooden tabernacle to seat
M*aecoi wss
slandered, ridiculed,
mode the brunt of
iokes and cartoons,
but continued to win
the lost eaerywhere he
went,
about 5,000 people. Sometimes a tent was
used. He often spoke five or six times each
day, including a large noon meeting and
gatherings in area factories. Extension ser-
vices were held in local churches to aid
their soulwinning efforts. Church rallies
were held to receive the new members
into local fellowships.
In 1911 Ham led revivals in Gxas, in-
cluding meetings at First Baptist of Fort
Vorth. Pastor J. Frank Norris offered him
the opportunity to share his pastorate
there, with each spending 50 percent of
his time in evangelism. Ham refused the
offer. In 1912 in Waco, Gxas, Mordecai
met and secured the services of an
associate, WJ. Ramsey, a good songleader.
They were considered a great team as they
served together for the next third of a
century.
The burning issue in America in the
early 1900s was the prohibition of
alcoholic beverages. In city after city
where Ham visited, citizens voted to
outlaw liquor. In fact, from 1907 to 1915
no less than nine Southern states voted
46
to go dry-largely as a result of the Ham
revivals. The Prohibition Amendment
was finally adopted in January 1920. After
that, many sought its repeal. The
Presidential elections of 1924,1928, and
1932 were dominated by this issue. The
Democrats were against prohibition. As
a result, Ham campaigned vigorously for
Hoover and against Al Smith in 1928.
Smith was a Catholic, and some of his
followers disliked Ham so much that they
dubbed Mordecai Ham, J. Frank Norris,
and two others the "Four Horsemen of
the Devill'
Earlier in Gxas, the governor was be-
ing impeached. Ham advertised that he
would speak on "Governor in the Mid-
dle of a Fixj' since he was in San Antonio.
The governor sent four well-paid
stenographers to copy down the message.
Jiue to his word-but to the governor's
dismay-Mordecai preached on the
troubles of Pontius Pilate.
Mordecai Ham's only interlude from
regular revival and evangelistic meetings
came between 7927 and 1929, when he
pastored the First Baptist Church of
Oklahoma City. During the previous year
a campaign in that city had netted
nearly 1,000 church additions. The
church boasted a 5,000-seat abernacle,
and it was not unusual to have 2,000 in
prayer meeting. However, Mordecai's love
for evangelism soon drew him back into
the field.
As FIam reentered evangelism, liquor
was still a hot topic until the Prohibition
Amendment was repealed in 1933. Ham
used to say that "Liquor is a lecher that
feeds on communities which tolerate it."
He was violently opposed by the liquor
forces. Several times he was physically ac-
costed and his family was under constant
threat. Frequently police had to protect
him from angry drunken mobs, but he
resolutely stood for righteousness.
The 1920s and 1930s were also times
when atheists, evolutionists, and mod-
ernistic theologians made broadside at-
tacks upon Fundamentalism's men and
their message. Ham was not immune from
such, but met each challenge head on. He
loved a fight, but sought God's help in
every battle. Mordecai was slandered,
ridiculed, made the brunt of jokes and
cartoons, but continued to win the lost
everywhere he went. One pastor in Bur-
lington, North Carolina, wrote, "Ham is
as scriptural as Moody, as logical as
Torrey, as winsomely persuasive as
Gypsy Smith, Sr., and as graciously
tender as U. \ililburj Chapmanl'
In November of 1934 during Ham's
crusade in Charlotte, North Carolina, a
16-year-old youth was saved. His name-
Billy Graham. Mordecai F. Ham was also
"T, sreetest
thins about him is he
is o soulwinner."
instrumental in seeing that literally hun-
dreds of young men received Bible train-
ing after being called to the ministry. He
often took offerings to train young minis-
ters. Mordecai Ham had a profound ef-
fect on his generation,
Between his pastorate and 1941 he
held 61 extended meetings in 15 states
and saw 168,550 souls won and back-
slidden reclaimed for Christ. After ending
the tent and tabernacle campaigns in
1941, Mordecai and Annie Laurie
devoted their efforts to an extensive radio
outreach and short speaking engage-
ments.
Mordecai Ham continued his ministry
until the lord called him home in
December 1961. As a giant Fundamen-
talist leader and a true champion for
Christ, Mordecai Ham certainly was a
thorn in the Devil's side. !
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THUNDEP INTHE PULPIT
Why Men Wilt Not Gome to Qh*i,q*
"Let us alone; wlwt ltaue we to
do with thee, thou lesus of
NaTareth?" (Mark 1:24.
ne of the most as-
tounding things the
human mind has to
contemplate is why men and
women will not eagerly accept
salvation so fully provided for
them and so freely offered to
them. Our Saviour Himself
gives the answer to this
perplexity. In John 3:17-27 we
read: "For God sent not his
Son into the world to con-
demn the world; but that the
world through him might be
saved. He that believeth on
him is not condemned: but he
that belie,reth not is condemned
already, because he hath not
believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God.
And this is the condemnation,
that light is come into the
world, and men loved darkness
rather than light, because their
deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light,
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.
But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may
be made manifest, that they are wrought in Godl'All the reasons
why men do not accept Christ Jesus are given in this Scripture.
The light is objectionable to the sinner because ir arouses
his sleeping conscience and destroys the Devil's peace into which
he has been lulled and which furnishes his only comfort in sin.
Many people remain away from revival meetings because they
want to escape the pain of an awakened conscience. They love
sin, and they cannot be happy in their sins with the light
turned on them. In a meeting we held, years ago, in Beaumont,
Texas, a millwright was converted and at once got busy among
the 250 men he had working under him in erecting a big mill
out in the pine woods. He took a Personal'Worker's Manual with
him out to camp, and when the men assembled for dinner and
began lighting into their grub, he called a halt and told them
that things were going to change. He then bowed his head and
said grace. The men were dumbfounded, especially when he an-
nounced that they would have a prayer meeting that night in
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the big dining tent; this they
did. Those who became con-
scious of sins they loved too
well to give up soon quit
their jobs, and the foreman,
shortly thereafter, had all
others converted.
During that same Beau-
mont meeting a physician
came to me. He was in a
maudl in  condi t ion.  but
inasmuch as I could not smell
liquor on his breath, I con-
cluded that he was drunk on
some sort of dope. He said that
he had visited a brother in a
distant log camp, a year or
more previously, while a revival
was being conducted in the
neighborhood. His brother
had proposed that they aftend,
but he had said, "Oh, to blazes
with the revivall [€t us stay
here and talkl' He continued
to say that the saddest part of
it was that he was a member
of a church. but his brother
was not. A short time after-
wand his brother was shot and
killed by a man he had discharged. The brother died unsaved,
and a disturbed conscience was making life unbearable for this
physician.
The rnoral for the Christian is this: never lose an opportunity
for turning the light on sin; for the sinner the moral is: when
the light is turned on and you see it, do not hesitate to come
to the light and be saved.
The best way on earth to study human nature is to hold up
Christ to vour crowd and note how He affects them. Each man
or woman can be judged by his or her attitude toward Christ.
If their deeds are evil, they will shun His light.
Often I hear wives try to tell me that their unsaved husbands
are good, clean, honorable men and that thetonly thing wrong
with them is that they are not Christians. I know right then
and there that their men have them fooled. If they were good,
clean, honorable men, they would become Christians. They do
not accept Christ because their deeds will not bear the light,
and they are not willing to give them up.
Just three things induce people to reject Christ: love of gain,
love of sinful pleasure, and the fear of man. These three impel
A7
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Ihe lisht is obiectionoble to the sinner
becouse it arouses his sleeping conscience and
destroys the Deuil's peoce into which he has
been lulled,
them to evil deeds that keep them from
coming to the light.
The love of money sends many to hell.
They just couldn't give up their unholy
business, but would deliberately sell their
souls for unclean money. Every person in
the liquor business knows that it is a
disreputable trade. No lodge will receive
such a person as a member. He knows
had in you the elements of sure-enough
manhood and womanhood.
Whenever a person determines to give
up sin and to become honest and clean,
he wants Christ. In our meeting at Gm-
ple, Gxas, a dancing teacher and his wife
came to the service one morning and
said, "My wife and I have decided that
we are in the wrong business, a business
it gradually fell to the ground. On going
to investigate, the boy found that rhe
eagle's prey was a vampire, which had
fastened its teeth into its captor's throat
and sucked out its lifeblood. Many a man
and woman, with equal pride of fancied
strength and security, soared aloft in the
social realm, fastening on to a sin here
and there until they find their moral
lifeblood being gradually sucked away,
and presently, the sin so joyously hugged
to the bosom brings them down to earth
never to rise again.
All sinners sell their souls fearfully
cheap. Can you afford to be so foolish?
Can you get the consent of your mind
to make such a bad bargain? God's Word
says that the game is in your own hands.
He has, at fearful cost, made provision
for your full salvation without other cost
to you than your full and free acceptance
of it. Can you afford to reject it for any
reason? D
that he ostracizes himself and his family
from public respect and will surely damn
his soul in endless hell. Vhat a fearful
price to pay for worldly wealth.
At Belton, Gxas, a man, whom I cor-
nered, finally said, "Brother Ham, I'll be
honest with you. The only reason I will
not surrender my life to Christ is that I
am buying cotton seed for the oil mill,
and by the manner in which I handle the
transactions, I make a lot of money. If I
should become a Christian and live a
consistent Christian life, I could not do
some of the shady things I am doing and
I wouid lose money. So it is a matrer of
dollars and cents with me."
That kind of gain never gives abiding
satisfaction. l-ove of frivolous, fleeting,
and transitory pleasures keeps many
young people from accepting Christ.
They sell their souls for a bauble.
Large numbers of timid, moral cow-
ards go to hell because rhey dread what
ungodly friends may say more than they
dread the prospects of hell. In every
revival meeting I have ever held, some lost
their souls because they feared what some-
body else might say about them, were
they to make a decision for Christ.
Not a small number of young people
are deterred from accepting Christ for fear
companions will ridicule them. Imagine
Daniel fearing the ridicule of his young
friendsl Daniel would pay no more atten-
tion to their ridicule than he would to the
bark of a dog. You would not either ifyou
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that can do nobody any good and does
harm to many; so we have determined to
quit and we want Christ to help us stay
quitl' Such is what everyone needs at that
stage of his life.
'Whenever 
men and women sit down
and give the matter of their salvation the
calm consideration of reason, uninflu-
enced by the Devil, they will be bound
to reach the same conclusion the afore-
mentioned couple reached. Every sinner
is morally insane. No other state of
moraliry would tolerate sin. A drunk man
once wandered into a sideshow at a cir-
cus and staggered up to a den of snakes.
He said, "l'm a snake charmer; watch mel'
He opened the cage and took out a large
snake. It buried its fangs in his hand, and
in spite of all that could be done for him,
he soon fell to the ground dead. They
who fool with sin are just as foolish as was
that man. You cannot utter the word sin,
without giving the hiss of the serpent. All
the penitentiaries, jails, poorhouses, dives,
asylums, and dens of vice are full of peo-
ple who risked just as much in fooling
with sin as did that drunk man risk in
fooling with a serpent.
A boy once watched a proud eagle as
it soared aloft and circled around in the
air. Presently it swooped down and gath-
ered a little creature into its cruel talons
and soared upward with it. But soon he
noticed that the eagle seemed to be strug-
gling to free the prey from its talons. In
a short time the bjrd began to wobble and
lUmebgget
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ach January one of the most
famous and widely viewed sports
contests held in our part of the
world takes place. It's called the Super
Bowl. At this time, the top two profes"
sional football teams meet for a decisive
play-off. In the Word of Cod we also have
described for us a spiritual super bowl!
The players are inffoduced in Hebrews 11
and the action is recorded in Hebrews 12.
Many believe Paul to be the author of
Hebrews. This amazing apostle was many
things. He was a missionary, a soulwin-
ner, a pastor, a great theologian, a tent.
maker. But in his spare time he also
seemed to be a sports lover. Often in his
writings, Paul uses sports as an analogy to
get his point across. I'{ere in Hebrews 12
the writer chooses the analogy of a foot-
race. This is wi'rat he says:
'lfherefore 
seeing we also are
compassed about with so great a
cloud <lf witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which,
doth so easily beset us, and let us
run with patience the race that is
set before us, looking unto Jesus
the author and finisher of our
faith; who for the joy that was $et
before him endured the cross, de-
spising the shame, and is set down
THE STIFLED SCRIPTURE
The one Point of htstory
That's been blackened by fraud
Is the day rhat our f>ardon
Hung on a cross
A /ory ConsPiracl
Passed own through the ages
To restrain srarvlng souls
From the fare ol these Pages.
A runntng .leception
lies latent in froth
ln idol:, and pleasures,
and textbookt, and cLorh
A charming disguise
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refers to any sin the believer allows tcr
upset him.
"Let us run with patience tl-re race that
is set before us" (12:1). Every believer has
been entered in this race by God Himself.
It is not just fclr pastors and missionaries.
The usual word for race (dromos) is not
used here, but rather the Gr:eek word
agc,n, from which we get our English word
"agonyl'This is a serious race. The pace
of each runner is set by God. The object
of the race is to please God and win re-
wards. Its goal is nor heavenl
"Looking unto Jesus" (12:2). Thc
phrase here speaks of a steadfast, intent,
and continuous gazc. How casy it is to gct
our eyes off Him and look to the left or
right. Perhaps to our left we see another
runner behind us. It may be that a run-
ner is far ahead of us on the right. This
then can produce pride (as we view ther
left runner) and cnr,1 (as we see the run-
ner on the right). Both are sin and cause
us to slow down!
"The author and finisher of our faith"
(12:2). Christ is both Founder and Fin-
isher of the Christian faith. Confucius,
Buddha, and Mohamnred founded three
worldwide religious movements, but
death finished Confucius, Buddha, and
Mohammed.
casts a film on our senses
To blind us from vision
beynd these pretenses.
1Ye're programmed to li,,te
in our spiritual cages
From the secrets cancealed
in the closets of sages
Wraplted by decoratite
Ribbons of bondage
Never aware that we're
betnp held hosfase.
lVe must render our guih
and our deepest affections
By eaming our right to
A state of Acceptance
V/e u,ill labor all tithes
and will pa.J eueD Penance
But we won't waiue our Pride
for the Gift of RePentance.
So tle scale the Platns
of Darkness in ruffle
ln soliciroa.s hope of
completing the puzTle
We search all our liues
lor this Peacc thrrt is mis:ing
Euerywhere but where
the Answer is written!
--Daniel R. Morano
Clementon, Neu, Jerse)
God's $uper Bowl
at the right hand of the throne of
God (Heb. 12:1-2).
[rt's look at the meaning of these
words. Grear. \ile often feel (wrongly so)
that we are all alone, as Elijah once did
(1 Kings 19:10,14,18).
Cloud. This underlines the word great.
The Greek here is not nephele, which
refers to a detached and sharply outlined
cloud, but nephos, speaking of a huge
mass of clouds, covering the entire visi-
b1e space of the heavens.
Wltne.sses. Who are those witnesses?
They are not angels, for the Greek word
is murturos, referring to one who has seen,
heard, and performed something, usually
while suffering at the time. It speaks of
a well-qualified expert. The context
strongly suggests hat thcsc witnesses arc
the faith heroes mentioned in chapter 1i,
"L-et us lay aside every weight" (12:l),
Here the word is onkos and refers to a bulk
or mass. The concern of the Greek run-
ner was not simply whether something
was immoral or moral, but rather how it
would affect his race. Thus, the enemy of
the best is often ncrt the worst, but the
good. Beset means ttto surronnd, to clev-
erly encircle, to ambushl' It speaks r:f a
loosely fitting robe. Paul may have had in
mind the sin of unbelief here, but it also
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Record Grooves Springtime Flowers
Arthur Lintgen has the strange ability
to "read" phonograph records. Holding
the disc flat in front of him, he turns it
slowly while gazing at the grooves. By
detecting the spacing and contour that
has been pressed into the vinyl, Lintgen
correlates what he sees with his repertory
of classical music. Compositions from
Stockhausen to Beethoven have been de-
ciphered by his watchful eye. He explains
that soft passages look gray in the grooves
while loud refrains have a silvery ap-
pearance. Reading record grooves is a
remarkable feat. But even more amazing
is the ability to read the motives of men.
Only Jesus can do that. In the midst of
all life's songs, He looks deeply into the
grooves to see whether our music is in-
tended to give Him glory. Other people
might like our melody. But He will know
if we are in tune by the grooves in our
hearts.
The old adage, "In the springtime a
young man's fancy turns to thoughts of
lovel' has gotten an endorsement from
modern science. Seasonal light changes
apparently affect the pituitary and pineal
glands, causing a shift in hormone levels.
Thus, the romantic surge felt by spring-
time lovers may be as much physiological
as it is psychological. \fe ought to be
grateful that God's love is not as capri-
cious. The mercy and grace of the lord
knows no seasonr and His favor is not
dependent on the whims of temperature
and lighting conditions. He loves the
whole world, and when it is springtime
in the northern hemisphere, the gales of
winter still buffet southern climes. So, no
matter where you live or what the season
may be, remember: God loves you-now!
Don't wait for the springtime to return
His love. The winter of sin may fatally
freeze your soul before the warmth of
spring days can thaw your heart for the
lord.
Flowers are a thing ofbeauty and an
expression of sentiment which may mean,
"l love youl' "Get welll' or "My con-
dolencesl' In keeping with the cynical
spirit of our age, a new venture called
Flowers of Extinction will deliver buds
and petals guaranteed to be dead upon
arrival. The offensive gift is designed as
a way to get even with former bosses, jilt-
ing lovers, or whomever you would like
to insult with revenge. It may sound like
a clever retort, but it won't meet with
Christ's approval. "Do good to them
which hate youl'Jesus said (Llke 6:27).
Has someone wronged you? Do you feel
bitter about the injustice of a friend? I
have a suggestion. lnstead of scheming for
a way to return evil for evil, love your
enemies and former friends. \Uhy not
send them flowers? Instead ofFlowers of
Extinction, make your peace offering a
Bouquet of Distinction.
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The Minister's Library
by Cyril J. Barber
Baker Book House
Vol. 1, 1974 (fourth printing, 1981)
425pp., $17.95
Vol.  2,  1972-1980, 1983
224pp.,  $14.95
Reviewed by Paul R. Fink
Professor of Pastoral Ministry
Liberty Baptist College
Lynchburg, Virginia
As the title indicates, this is
especially for pastors and Christian
workers. The description on the dust
cover says it all: "Essentialfor building
and organizing an orderly and useful i'
braryJ' What the cover promises, the
books deliver.
Valume 1 is set up in two parts:
1. How to Set Up Your Library and
2. A Guide to Books for Your Library.
Those who have been around for
some time are aware of the need for
pastore and Christian workers to
organize the books and materials they
collect, In the days since World War ll
FEBRUARY 1%4
there have been a number of sugges-
tions for remedying this problem, from
the simple single alphabet system to
the more complicated systems such as
Memory-O-Matic. In frustration, many
pastors either arranged their books by
color, order of purchase, sizg or at ran-
dom, trying to remember what was in
them-or they simply gave up trying to
organize the mess. The result was that
most of the information i  the ministe/s
library was not used and remained
inaccessible.
Barber has come to the minister's
rescue by relying upon the time-tested
Dewey Decimal System for the classifi-
cation of the minister's books. Step by
step Barber instructs the minister first
in classifying his books and then in
cataloging them. He recommends the
purchase of library cards from the
Library of Congress but also shows the
minister what materials are needed,
what information is necessary, and
how information is to be placed on file
cards should he elect to type his own,
out of necessity or personal choice.
The first part of the book concludes
with a helpful Subject Guide to the
Dewey Decimal Glassification Slatem.
ln Part Two the books of general in'
terest to ministers are classified into
types (e.9., Bible Commentaries and
General Reference Works, Old Testa'
ment, New Testament, Doctrinal Theol'
ogy, etc.). The minister is then able to
turn to the section in which he is in-
terested and find each area further
broken down into appropriate catego-
ries, with books listed alphabetically by
author. The appropriate bibliographical
data is given, together with a brief de-
scription of the contents and evalua-
tion of the books. This information
could be included on the contents
section of the individual catalog card,
if desired. Those works which the
author regards as especially worthy
of purchase are indicated with an as'
terisk (. ). Books that espouse a view-
point different from the Conservative,
Evangelical viewpoint are marked with
a dagger (f ). Each category includes
a number of other books helpful for a
broader knowledge of the subject or
worthy of purchase if the minister has
additional funds available. Part Two of
the book serves as a guide to what is
available in a particular field, and as an
evaluation of how the pastor might best
spend his money.
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Volume 2 is a follow-up to Barber's
original 1974 publication. lt follows the
same format used in the earlier volume
so the reader does not need to ac-
quaint himself with either a new system
of nomenclature or evaluation. One
helpful improvement in the present vol-
ume is the attractively laid out table of
contents which readily lends itself to
rapidly locating books that have been
written on a particular subject of in'
terest. Volume 2 which collects the in-
formation that has appeared in sup-
plements is helpful in its own right, but
someone just beginning the process
of organizing his library will find it
necessary to acquire Volume 1 as well.
These books are a must for the
minister who is serious about his li-
brary. Barber has provided tools that
will help the pastor organize his li-
brary in a useful, efficient way and will
guide him in his reading and future
acquisitions.
rN pr6mr$t
Gary Friesen responds to Robert
Evans's discussion of Decision Making
and the Wll of Go4 published in our
October 1983 issue.
I am told that "lt is better to be
criticized than ignoredJ' Recently a
well-known author informed me that
'The best kind of publicity for selling
books is bad publicity.' lf both of these
statements are true, Robert Evans's re-
view in lhe Fundamentalist Joumal has
left me better off and well publicized!
lassume that his critique is motivated
by a desire to clarify truth and edify the
church. My comments have the same
motivation and we can both be thankful
to lhe Fundamentalist Journalfor pro-
viding the forum for discussion.
Mr. Evans began his critique with
the suggestion that Decision Making
and the Wll of God is a "shortcut" to
God's will. ln truth, it is an honest ef-
fort to determine what Scripture actu-
ally teaches on the subject. Our con-
clusions are set forth in four main
principles:
1. In those areas specifically ad-
dressed by the Bible, the revealed
commands and principles of God (His
moral will) are to be obeyed.
2. In areas where the Bible gives
no command or principle (nonmoral
decisions), believers are free to
choose their course of action. Any
decision made within the moralwillof
God is acceptable to God.
3. In nonmoral decisions the objec-
tive of the Christian is to make wise
decisions on the basis of spiritual
expediency.
4. In all decisions. the believer
should humbly submit in advance to
the outworking of God's sovereign will
as it touches each decision.
From the very beginning, God in-
stituted the ideas of His moral will
(Principle 1) and an area of freedom
(Principle 2) when he said to Adam,
a2
"Of every tree of the garden thou
mayest freely eat But of the hee of the
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt
not eat of it." Where the commands of
God end, a God-given area of freedom
exists. This is not only taught by the
first command (Gen. 2:16-17), but
stated or implied in many passages (cf.
1 Cor.  7:19,39; 8:8; 10:25-27).  This
area of freedom is always within the
moral will of God.
Thus, to please God, the believer
must answer two questions for each
decision: "What is moral?" and "What
is wise?" lt is the Spirit who personally
ministers these answers to the depen-
dent believer through illumination of
Scripture and learned wisdom.
The criteria of wisdom and spiritual
expediency (Principle 3) character-
ized the decisions of the apostles
themselves: "We thought it good"
(1 Thess. 3:1).
Evans is free to disagree with
these four principles, but he goes too
far when he calls them "spiritual Rus-
sian roulette," and "the trial and error
method." Further, Evans incorrectly de-
scribes how a proponent of the Wis-
dom View would select a church-t'He
does not need to ask God for a deci-
sion, so he just chooses one." He does
not 'lust choose onel' The Wisdom
View requires moral guidance, wisdom
guidance, and trust in God's secret
guidance as taught by the four prin'
ciples above.
For such a decision, God would
guide by His written moral will that
describes the qualities of a healthy
church. God's wisdom would be pro-
vided to choose a church where one's
family could best be edified and find
avenues for service. Beyond this, God
would be secretly guiding by His sov-
ereign will to make "all things work
together for good" (Rom. 8:28).
Finally, the book contends that if
somehow God's promised normative
guidance is not sufficient, God can
break in with direct revelation. He did
this on rare occasions in both the Old
Testament (e.9., Abraham's call) and in
the New Testament (e.9., Paul's call,
Macedonian vision, etc.). But these
were revelations-not hunches or
vague impressions. They were authori-
tative because God's revelation-
whether written or oral-is always
authoritative.
The book calls this last possibility
"special guidance" (p.230). lt does not
deny its existence (p.231). lt rather af-
firms that God will provide whatever
guidance we truly need (p.254). So
Evans is not entirely correct when he
says, "Friesen holds that, while God
spoke audibly to Bible characters, He
does not do that todayJ'
The examples Evans uses to prove
an individual willof God are actually in-
stances of "special guidancel' Direct
guidance given by revelation to Elijah,
for irlstance, is not promised for us-
though it is possible. The Canon is
closed, but special guidance by revela-
tion is not impossible. lndeed, there
are yet two prophets to come (Rev.
11 :3-13) .
The Traditional View described in
the book appears to be only about 150
years old, beginning with the Keswick
movement in England. On the other
hand, the Wisdom View appears to be
present throughout church history. lt
was practiced by Calvin and probably
Augustine. Of course, the Wisdom
View is not correct just because it is
older. But its age and scriptural foun-
dations provide good reasons for a fair
consideration by any thinking believer
today.
So, thank you, Mr. Evans, for not
ignoring Decision Making. I hope the
readers ol the Fundamentalist Journal
will show the same thoughtfulness.
A Feast of Families
by Wrginia Stem Owens
Zondervan, 1983, 143pp., $9.95
A ftast of fumilies is about families
and faith, and of how the two are inter-
twined. Mrs. Owens begins with several
chapters describing her thoughts and
feelings as an adult child retuming home
to visit "mothel father, grandparents, tulo
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generations of aunts and uncleq and an
assortment of cousins.' The joy and
reverence of her pilgrimage are refresh-
ing. The precision and tenderness with
which she sketches the "monuments'
who are her ancestors cause a longing
to truly know those from whom nehave
come.
The author continues her scrutiny of
families and faith by examining the is-
sues of generational sin, the primacy of
mothers in our lives, the apostasy of the
children of believerq the crisis and cruci-
ble of parenthood, the inadequacy of
biblical family models, and the signifi-
cance and implications of God as our
Father.
The promise of a feast ("something
partaken of or shared in with delight; a
religious festival of rejoicing") is never
completely fulfilled, however. lf her vi-
sion is clear, then it is not alwals clearly
expressed. Many of her conclusions are
still questions and not answers. We are
left with a sense of uncertainty and even
sadness over what has been said. Per-
haps the gloom was not intended, but
neither is celebration entirely achieved.
This book will certainly have an au-
dience, but its s!/e and tone often make
it difficult reading. Nevertheless, the
book will achieve an important goal if it
convinces readers of the importance of
Practical Steps
continued from page 33
my voice, and open the door, I will come
in' [Rev. 3:20]."
He replies yes and you say, "Bow your
head with me. While we both have our
heads bowed and our eyes closed, pray
this after me if you really mean it. 'Dear
God fpause for him to pray], I know I
have sinned, too. [Pause] I'm sorry for all
my sins. [Pause] Lord Jesus, I accept you
as my Saviour. [Pause] Come into my
heart and save me right now. [Pause]
Change my life and help me live for you.
[Pause] In Jesus' name, amen.'"
Ask, "Did you pray that from your
heart and mean it? Jesus said, 'l stand at
the dooq and knock: if any man . . . open
the door, I will come inl lfhere is the
[.ord Jesus right now?" lf he answers with
assurance, "ln my heart]' rejoice with him.
Indoctrination
The baby is only the beginning. It
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family bonds in God's economy in gen-
eral and in the communication of faith
Subscribing to the recognized "Avenage
Retention after Three Days" formula
(charted on page 8), Hallmakes ure his
readers grasp and retain the wide-angle
view he provides.
Hall is refreshingly contemporary in
his style and anecdotes. For e;<ample,
in enlarging upon the advice of Prov-
erbs 11:14 and 15:22 conceming wise
counselors, he cites the experience of
the well-known scholar and teacher,
Bruce K. Waltke. Accepted for military
chaplaincy, he became convicted his
service for God should be in teaching.
In his dilemma (teason against his coun-
try or rebellion against God), his prayers
were answered by a telegram informing
him that his military file had been lost
and he would have to reapply.
Thus, while Hall is a superb teacher,
he is not pedantic Assured at a glance
that the material is sutficient for practi-
cally endless study, the reader nonethe-
less quite willingly gets the biid's-eye
view through sheer interest in the
contents.
The book is a gold mine of sugges-
tions for illustration and patterns for the
do-it-yourself overhead projector trans-
parency maker. -M.C.
should be told of its importance and urg-
ed to take this step very soon.
Bible reading and prayer. Every
new Christian should desire the Word of
God as a newborn baby desires milk
(1 Peter 2:2). This is important to srress.
Confession of sin. What happens
when a Christian sins? A new convert
needs to know how to confess sin and get
back into fellowship with the Lord.
Incubation. Joining a church will
no more make one a Christian than join-
ing the Elks will make you an elk, but it
is important. There are so many things
new Christians need to know, but like a
new babe, they can only take a little milk
at a time. You must have a good follow-
up program, especially in these first and
most critical days. D
Reprinted by permission of Thomas Nelson Publishers from
Auidz to Prrctiel Porring @ 1982 by C. Sumner Wemp.
in particular. -L.E
Bible Panorama
by Terry Hall
Victor Books, 1983, 160pp., $9.95
Ghurch or Christian school teachers,
pastors, Bible students, parents-this is
a resource book to get excited about.
Subtitled 'A wide-angle view of the
Scriptures-to give you the big picturg'
Bible funonma fulfills its promise.
Described by the publisher as an
'hudiovisual prq Bible scholar, and
Christian education expert," author Terry
Hall furnishes the reader/student with
268 mini-charts and mapg more than
50 charts, and half a dozen songs.
takes years for him to grow up. A new-
born baby needs the right kind of at-
mosphere, food, and care to start off on
the right foot. So does a newborn babe
in Christ.
Assurance. It is most important to
see that he has a genuine assurance of
salvation based on the Vord of God.
Confession. Like the cry of a
newborn baby, the first thing a new
Christian should do is confess Christ
openly as Saviour. If someone is with you,
get him to say to that person, "l have ac-
cepted the [.ord Jesus, too, and I know
I'm savedl' It is strengthening for the new
Christian to look someone in the eye and
in his own words confess Christ as his
Saviour. Then he should confess Christ
publicly in a church (Matt. 10:32).
Baptism. Baptism is like putting on
the wedding ring. It identifies what you
have done. Ofcourse, it does not save you
any more than a ring marries you. Bap-
tism is important as a first step of obe-
dience, though. Brand new converts
5,3
How IDo I Find and Use
My Spiritual Gifts?
here seems to be a great deal of
confusion surrounding the doc-
trine of spiritual gifts. Without
doubt far more heat than light has been
shed on this subject, if recent literature
tells us anything. Here are four general
principles that may not answer all the
questions but should serve as guidelines
to help the individual discern how he
ought to approach the issue in his own
life.
First, spiritual gifts are God's gifts
to God's people, for God's glory
(1 Cor. l2:3;Eph. 4:7-13). Genuine spiri-
tual gifts are never legitimately exercised
to blaspheme God or to violate His Word.
God controls both the giving and the ex-
ercise of them. Many so-called Christian
feminist writers have asked, "If God gives
a woman the gift of pastor-teacher, should
she not cultivate and exercise it?" The
problem here is not so much in the ques.
tion as in the asking of it. Scripture clearly
teaches that women are not to serve as
pastors (l Tim. 2:12;3J.7). For God to
give such a gift would entail a contradic-
tion of His Word. This applies equally to
men who fail to measure up to the stan-
dards for pastors given in I Timothy 3:1-7.
I sincerely doubt that a divorced pastor
still has the gift-if he ever had it.
Answered by Daniel
R. Mitchell, Professor
of Theological Su;d,ies at
Libertl Baptist College
and S eminary, Lynchburg,
Virginia. He holds a
Th.D. from Dallas
Theological Seminary.
Second, some spiritual gifts are
applicable only to the first century
church. Few question that the gift of
apostle was temporary and given specifi-
cally for laying the foundation of the
church (l Cor. 3:10, Eph. 2:20). Yet many
fail to recognize that the "sign gifts" were
given only in conjunction with that of the
apostles ftIeb. 2:34). In other wonds, they
are given exclusively to validate and
enhance the apostolic ministry and they
have passed away with the apostles. The
New Testament seems to single out the
miraculous and the revelatory gifts in this
category (1 Cor. 13:8-12; Heb. 2:34). To
seek such a gift is like asking God to place
you back in a previous time. Obviously,
He cannot be expected to do this.
Third, spiritual gifte are not given
for personal edification, but for the
benefit of the body of Christ and the
propagation of the gospel (1 Cor.
12:6-7; 14:54,24-25). \Uhen gifts are used
for personal enhancement they no longer
have a legitimate function, and such
behavior receives the censure of the New
Tlstament. Paul wrote I Corinthians 14:4
to explain what was happening in Cor-
inth. However, he never commends or
condones this practice. Indeed, the re-
mainder of the chapter rebukes it. This
eliminates the so-called "private" use of
some gifts, often asserted today to justifr
the exercise of tongues.
Fourth, spiritual gifts ane given
sovereignly in relation to the indi,
viduals placement in the body. There
is far less emphasis in the New Testament
upon being able to pin a label on our gifts
than upon the need to exercise ourselves
in love toward one another. Indeed in
such actions we will not only e><ercise our
gifts but we will be a gift to the church.
This is the whole thrust of 1 Corinthians
l2 to 14.If you have been placed of God
into a position of leadership. . . lead. If
you are given great wealth . . . give. Ifyou
are given a Sunday school class. . . teach.
'!ilhatever 
God has placed in your
hands-a rod or a shovel, a desk or a
dishpan-use it for His glory and the edifi-
cation of the church. This is your gift and
God's gift to the church. Indeed, I am in-
clined to think that it would be far more
helpful to ask, "lUhere can I serve?" than
"!ilhat is my gift?"
Is there a Bible text or scriptural prob-
lem that has particularly perplexed you?
We invite you to 'Ask the Profl' c/o Fun-
damentalist I oumal, Lynchburg, Virginia
24514. Questions selected for publication
will be answered by a specialist from the
Liberty Baptist College faculty.
D
Missionaries, evangelists, and ihose who must
feach their children al home. Now used in 58
countries and the U.S. Easy to use. Academically
superior. Write for informalion.
Penscola Christian admits studenis of anv race,
color, and national or elhnic origin
Box 18000, Station FJ-C
Pensacola, Florida 32523
Pensacola Chrlstlan School
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Evangelist Dan DeHass, Pastor Nate Garnett, and
Associate Pastor Arthur MacArthur at the new South
Liberty Baptist Church building.
terials for the superstructure had been
donated or promised. The men cut tim-
ber on their own woodlots and paid with
extra logs for having it sawed into boards
at a nearby mill. They did much of the
excavation for the foundation by pick and
shovel to avoid hiring expensive earth-
moving equipment. The ladies of the
church furnished the crew with lunches
each Saturday when the work was under
way. Several also pitched in to paint or
drive nails.
Garnett plans big. "l rvas taught at
Liberty Baptist College that when you
move into a town, you buy your grave
plot, because that's where you're going to
die. And that mav be. since it takes 10
years to build a church]'he remarked one
day before construction began.
And the costs have been high. Several
families left the church when they real-
ized that Garnett was in earnest about
putting up a barn-shaped building with
almost 10,000 square feet of floor space.
The new structure includes a gymnasium
that doubles as an 800-seat auditorium.
Each week 75 to 80 youngsters meet there
for the church's vigorous A\UANA pro-
gram. The classrooms will help the school
as it expands. The main sanctuary seats
300.
The dedication last fall began with
Sunday school and a preaching service in
the old New England meetinghouse and
at noon the crowd filed across the road
to enjoy a Maine specialty-chicken
broiled on a huge outdoor grill-eaten in
the gym at tables or standing at a pile of
lumber or Sheetrock. Visitors joined the
festivities and came to admire the new
facilities. By two o'clock the new sanc-
tuary was filled, and several in the balcony
had to stand as Evangelist Dan DeHass
brought a message ntitled "l-et's Go to
Calvaryl'
Waldo County, Maine, is no longer
unchurched. Nate Carnett's South Li-
berty Baptist Church, though well above
average in its growth rate, is nevertheless
typical of a surge in Fundamentalist Bap-
tist and independent church-planting
throughout New England. Valdo Counry
church aftendance, for example, increased
86 percent from 1970 to 1980, most of
the growth being in Fundamentalist
churches.
Though the South Liberty congrega-
tion leveled off three years ago when the
old building reached its capacity, Nate
Garnett feels the new sanctuary will be
regularly filled within two years. He says
that the church building went up through
"miracles" and will be "filled through
prayer and shoe leatherl' Already people
are coming from nine towns and villages.
His "shoe leather" includes a regular
Thursday-night visitation program, a
Bible institute begun last fall to rain
other men to minister in rural Maine
churches, a summer camping prcgram uti-
lizing facilities rented from a denomina-
tional campground, and a branch church
on the island of Islesboro. !
In Liberty, MaiJre-
A, Man Is Usgd of God byEricwisin
hen South Liberry Baptist
Church dedicated its new
building October 2, 1983,
some 300 people-half the township's
population-crowded into the auditorium.
Nate Garnett came to his pastorate at
age 40, after a seven-year saga beginning
in 1972. Then 33 and the father of seven
children, he mortgaged his farm to attend
Liberty Baptist College. By the time he
graduated, two of his sons and his wife
had also been students at the college.
He came to South Liberty ro pastor
a country crossroads congregation of
about 25 after graduating in 1978. God
honored Garnett's ministry, and within
six months regular Sunday services aw
130 to 140 persoris fill the turn-of-the-
century meetinghouse to its doors. In
keeping with the "liberty" theme shared
by both his alma mater and his field of
service, Garnett has chosen the Christian
Liberty Academy Satellite School system,
from Prospect Heights, Illinois, to use in
the church's new Christian day school
program.
South Liberty is a rural community
squeezed between the hills in a back cor-
ner of coastal \faldo County, a region
designated inTime magazine just a decade
ago as one of the six most "unchurched"
counties in America. But the folks came
to hear Nate's preaching. Loggers, lobster-
men from the nearby coast, carpenters,
mill hands, and shipyard welders from
larger towns a few miles distant brought
their families and neighbors, and the
church grew until it could hold no more.
Three years ago the congregation
bought 20 acres of worn-out, stony
pilstLlrc acrcss the road from the old meet-
inghouse. Within weeks of instituting a
building program, 75 percent of the ma-
Eric Wiggin, former
instructor at Piedmont
Bible College, is a
journalist in Rockland,
Maine.
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MAGAZINE PRESENTS
ACTION FOR I,IFE
A SYMPOSIUM AGENDA
WHEN will it take place?
a y  1 0 ,  I  l , 1 2 , 1 9 8 4 ,
Thursday through Satur-
day. Delegates are en-
gouraged to come early
and enjoy the surrounding beauty of
Ft. Lauderdale. Saturday morning l0
a.m. there wil l be a rally-march from
Westminster Academy. The march
will be headed by Dr. Francis A.
Schaeffer and sponsored by Debate;
Omeea.
following speakers
Dr. Francis A. Schaeffer Franky Schaelfer
Edith Schaeffer Jean M. Emond
Dr. D. James Kennedy Cal Thomas
Vic to r  Herman John Whi tehead
Dr .  Hef fe rnan,  M.D.  Joe Sche id le r
Dr .  Bu l f in ,  M.D.  Fa ther  Kuba la
Dr .  Jer ry  Fa lwe l l  Dr .  Brennan,  PH.  D
Cur t i s  Young phy l l i s  Sch la f l y
a  o a  o o  a a  o  a  o  a t  a  a  a  a a  a  r  a  a  a o , l  a  a  a  a  a  a  a a  a o  a  a a o o  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  I  o a a  a  a  a a  a  a a  a
REGISTRATION FORM
WHAT is it?
ction for Life a Sympo-
sium agenda is dedicated
to providing
Christians with effective
solutions in reversing the various
forms of dehumanization that plague
our nation. The purveyors of l ies and
propaganda must be challenged direct-
ly by the unchanging truth of Christ-
ianity. The Symposium willteach you
how to effectively save babies from
their executions. Everything from
counseling mothers to picketing
responsibil i ty wil l be covered. ln short,
we are seeking to help Christians help
those who cannot help themselves.
The paper war is over.
!  Adul t  reg is t rat ion -$65.  to ta l  seminar  fee.
I  Marr ied couples -  $95.  to ta l  seminar  fee.
n Ful l - t ime students and senior  c i t izens -
$45.  to ta l  seminar  fee.
t r  Saturday morning act ion prayer  meet ing
& breakfast - $10.
WHERE will it be held?
ction for Life, a Sympo-
sium Agenda wil l take
place at the beautiful
Bahia Mar Hotel and
Yachting Center on the ocean of Ft.
Lauderdale. Florida. All reservations
must be made directly. A special
room rate of $50. per evening has
been granted to all Convention
guests. You'l l enjoy delightful
dining, swimming and shopping right
on the premises.
For more information call collect
l-305-764-2233, ext. 5032. Toll free
I -800-241 -5500.
A limited number of hotel rooms
has been reserved so it is imperative
to register immediately.
N a m e
Address
City, State, Zip
Home & work  phone
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
Jean Emond (305) 486-4837
t l  Ac t iv is t  Awards  Banquet  D inner  $25.  I  I  cannot  a t tend bu t  here  is  my cont r ibu t ion  enc losed
f  To ta l  f o r  Sympos ium,  B reak fas t  &  D inne r  -  $ i 00 .  -  S ing le  -
Make  checks  payab le  and  ma i l  t o  DEBATE FOUNDATION,  P  O  8ox  1  1796 ,  F t  Laude rda te .  F to r r cJa  33306
Th is  i s  an  advance  reg i s t ra f i on  f o rm  P r i ces  f o r  Sympos rum w i l l  i nc rease  /Qe , .  e f {e r - r r yo . J ;1 , r  t 5 .?g4
Survival Fund a Success
Last December the Old-Time Gov
pel Hour established the Survival
Fund to raise needed monies to finish
the year with all television affiliates
still a part of the OldTime Oospel
Hour network. Dr. Falwell has an-
nounced that the immediate need has
been met and the Old-Time Gospel
Hour entered the new year confident
of God's continued provision.
This financial reprieve will allow
the television and radio ministry to
Calendar
Update
January
' )?
LBC Spring Semester begins
27
LBC Spring Theological Lectures
30
Dr. FalweII speaks at Columbia
University
Dr. FaIweIl speaks at Nattonal
Religious Broadcasters Conuention
February
1
Dr. FaIwelI speaks at Moody
BibLe Imtitute
24.26
LBC College for a Weekend
29-Mar2
Dr. Francis Schaet'fer speaks at LBC
March
9.19
LBC Spring Breal<
move forward with renewed optimism
that the hand ofthe lnrd is upon the
ministry and is directing its steps.
Senior
Saints
Weekend
Two Senior Saints Veekend ac-
tivities are scheduled for 1984, April
6,8 and October 5.7. Each weekend
will include messages by Dr. Falwell,
music by Don Norman and Robbie
Hiner, a tour of the ministry facilities,
and a banquet. A Senior Saints choir
will also provide music. Other ac-
tivities will include Bible contests, a
talent show, a seminar on how to or-
ganize asenior adult ministry, and a
display area featuring ideas for minis-
tering to the senior adults.
April 6-8, Jim Moon, co.pastor f
Thomas Road Baptist Church, willbe
the Bible teacher, and John and
Linda Pantana will sing in concert.
Piene Guillermin, president olLiberty
Baptist College, will address the
group.
October 5-?, Ed Hindson willbe
the Bible teacher, and Mack Evans
will be featured in concert.
The cost for either the April or
October weekend is $25 and includes
all activities, tours, banquet, and a
n ' t l  I  I  IDlDle stuov 000K,
For registration i formation, amo-
tel list, and additional details, please
write to: Senior Saints Veekend,
Thomas Road Baptist Church,
Lynchburg, Virginia 245 14.
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Church Fellowship
Elects New Officers
Debate Team Walks Off with Honors
For several years the Liberty Bap-
tist College Debate Team has traveled
the eastern seaboard challenging
secular colleges to match wits. More
often than not LBC has walked off
with an armful of trophies, as well as
a lot of respect from defeated
opponents.
Most recently, Steven Bush and
Paula Coons defeated the U.S, Naval
Academy, placing first in the James
Madison University debate in No-
vember, To get here, however, took
hours of preparation and practice.
Each week Steve, Paula, and their
teammates put in up to 10 hours of
debate study beyond their normal
class work.
And it is all worth the effort
because of the ministry the LBC de-
bate team enjoys. Debate coach Cecil
Kramer says one of the most signifi"
cant aspects of their outreach is to
demonstrate o secular university
srudents that Fundamentalists are not
simpleminded r actionaries buthave
a head on their shoulders,
Elmer Towns, (lefl) Executive Director of LBFCB congralulale$ new
ollieers Rudy Holland, Herb Fltzpatrick, and Steve Reynolds.
Liberty Baptist Fellowship for ;
Church Planting recently announced
the elecdon ofits 1984 officers. LBFCP
is dedicated tohelping assist Liberty
alumni, and alumni from other Fun-
damentalist chools, plant Fundamen-
tal, Bible.believing churches across
America. To date, nearly 700 men
from Libety Baptist schools have
started or assumed churches, with
many anributing their success, in
part, to the financial support of Li-
berty Baptist Fellowship for Church
Planting.
Liberty Baptist Fellowship for
Church Planting isnot a competitive
movement with the Baptist Bible Fel-
conttnued on next page
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ESPN Honors DeMoss
There are always ome cutstand-
ing yet unrecognized athletes inevery
area of sports, For this reason the
Entertainment and Sports Program
Network has established "The Un-
sung Hero Award." Liberty Baptist
College senior Mark DeMoss recently
received this honor for his kickine
ability on the Flames football team.
DeMoss has played football all
four years, and his kicking ability
allowed him to set several LBC rec.
ords including all-time scorer with 185
DOlnts.
Office of Admissions
Plans College for a
Weekend
High school juniors and seniors
will have two opportunities to visit
and evaluate Libeny Baptist College
during the spring semester, The Of.
fice of Admissions has scheduled their
College for a V/eekend activities for
February ?.3-76 and April76.29.
Each year thousands ofpotential
LBCers come to Liberry Mountain to
see what life at LBC holds for them.
As many as 6N young people will at'
tend a College for a Weekend. They
will go to classes, sleep in the dorms,
cheer at a basketball game, consume
mountains of food, and attend
Thomas Road Baptist Church
servrces.
For more information contact: Of.
fice of Admissions, Liberty Baptist
College, Box 29000, Lynchburg,
Virginia 24506.
Head basketball coach Jeff Meyer
is the man in the spotlight as the
1983-84 season moves forward.
In his third season with Liberty
Baptist College, Meyer has led the
team to 38 victories, a district cham-
pionship, and the National Team
Sportsmanship Award,
This year the Flames basketball
team moved from NA[{ to NCAA
Division ll and will play against teams
in the Mason-Dixon Conference.
The coach is very optimistic about
this year's team. "Ve're looking for.
ward to another exciting season here
at Liberty. Ve want o play hard and
together for the people who support
us," he said.
Meyer eceived an offer to become
the head coach in 1981, which he
ln his career with the Flames
DeMoss has successfully hit J1 out of
49 field goal attempts and a phenom-
enal 92 out of 93 point-after attempts.
Each week ESPN receives hun-
dreds of recommendations from all
over the countrv. Thev choose the
one they feel is the most successful yet
least recognized.
Don Garlock, the team's chaplain,
heard about he award and immedi.
ately sent in a recommendation f r
DeMoss. ESPN asked for verification
of DeMossk statistics and then in.
formed Garlock that he had been
selected.
DeMoss was honored on ESPN's
Veekend Sports Center with national
cable television recognition Novem.
ber 19. He and Garlock received
T-shirts and Timex watches.
DeMoss has had a very successful
season with the Flames. The question
is, Will he go professional? As of now
no one can sav. Garlock feels that he
has the potential, and DeMoss's
record speaks for itself.
-Tim Brockwn
Basketball Provides Platform for Gospel
promptly accepted.
Under the new coach the Flames
were able to improve their record to
15-11 for the 1981 season and to a
23-9 record and a division chamoion-
ship last season.
Coach Meyer believes that having
a good Christian testimony is as im.
portant as winning ball games. Last
season the team won what Meyer
called "the highest honor ever re.
ceived by the basketball team." lt was
the National Team Sportsmanship
Award,
Coach Meyer also believes that
basketball can be a means of further-
ing the gospel. "Basketball provides
a pladorm to reach people for Christ;
through it we could reach people who
would never be reached in church,"
he commented.
-Tim Brockway
Foreign Exposure Campaign to Mexico City
During the 1983 Thanksgiving
break at Liberty Baptist College, 14
students and two missions staffmem-
bers boarded a Pan Am flight for
Mexico City-the fastestgrowing city
in the world. They experienced the
sights, sounds, and lifestyles of this
fascinating city. They had opportu.
nity to become personally acquainted
with radiant Mexican Christians and
missionaries who have a vision of
God's love for Mexico.
The hosts for this group were Bap.
tist Bible Fellowship misionaries Dick
and Linda Redding, who have been
in Mexico City for five years, They
shared their time, experience, and in-
sights on life in the mission field of
Mexico.
The students visitd theTeotihua.
can Pyramids, Constitution Square,
and other historic places.
One of the most specialevents was
their visit to a Christian orphanage
called Ninos de Mexico. Here the
students aw how God uses a small
team of North American missionaries
to raise and minister to 33 children,
The last night of the campaign the
students had the privilege of interact-
ing with several missionaries in an
open forum, Several students ex-
pressed a desire and interest to work
and minister among Latin American
people,
The total ministry of the Foreign
Exposure Program at Liberty Baptist
College revolves around a single pur-
pose: to fulfill Christ's Great Commis.
sion by helping Christians answer the
question, "Vhere do I fit into God's
plan to evangelize the world?"
LBFCP continued
lowship or other such groups. It is
solely an endeavor to facilitate church
planting.
Frankland, Ball Praise Maine
Ghristian Schools Decision
"'Ib God be the gloryl'remarked Pastor
Herman C. "Buddy" Frankland when he
learned that the Bangor, Maine, U.S.
District Court had ruled on December 20
in favor of his church school, effectively
exempting some 60 Maine Christian
schools with about 3,000 students from
state control. 'All we did was believe God,
stand on conviction, and God did the
rest]' Frankland added. He praised con-
stitutional lawyer William B. Ball for his
"thoroughness, dedication, and compas-
siorf in fighting the case, which Frankland
says "more or less wrapped a constitu-
tional fence about the schools and their
parentsl'
Though plaintiffs in the case were 21
Christian schools, 17 of them mem-
bers of Frankland's Maine Association of
Christian Schools. Frankland and Ball
both feel, and Judge Conrad K. Cyr's rul-
ing seems definitely to agree, that all
church-sponsored schools in Maine are
protected by the 83-page decision.
Ball sees favorable implications for
home schools in this, since parental rights
based on the freedoms of speech and reli-
gion guaranteed in the First Amendment
are alluded to frequently in the opinion.
Ball also found Cyr's judgment to be
"a very powerful lesson for other states"
such as Nebraska where seven fathers
have been in jail since November 23 for
sending their youngsters to Pastor Everett
Sileven's Faith Christian School, louis-
ville. Ball said, "This decision has many
references to the First Amendment, to
freedom of expression, to prior restraints,
and to religious liberty. . . that would be
very useful in other statesl' State educa-
tion authorities, noted Ball, must be very
careful not to make up any law not
"spelled out crystal clear" by their
legislatures.
Ball may get to use the Maine deci-
sion as part of his argument in a Lincoln,
Nebraska, case that may be heard before
the Nebraska Supreme Court this spring.
On December 20, coinciding with the
Maine ruling, a Nebraska Supreme Court
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judge recommended that the court give
a fulI trial to the case that Ball represents
for Carl Godwin of Park \Uest Christian
School. Ball says, though, that the court
could yet decide not to hear his case.
Cyr's ruling holds that Maine statutes
were intended by the state legislature to
regulate public schools only. In fact, the
core of his decision is that the Maine
Department of Education and Cultural
Services had attempted to "arrogate to the
Commissioner (of Education) the powers
and responsibilities entrusted by the
legislature to local public school
authorities,"
These "powersl'Cyr wrote, are found
in the "enforcement of truancy laws" that
require parents of a child, aged 7-17, not
in public school to give evidence that the
child is receiving "equivalent instruction"
at home or in a private school.
Maine Deputy Attorney General
Rufus Brown, who argtred the state's case
in the eight-day trial (February 2l-March
Z, 1983), feels that since the ruling in favor
of the Christian schools "was decided on
staftrtory grounds" it is "narrowj'and that
its applications for other states are "ab-
solutelv nonel'
Ball takes strong issue with Brown's
reasoning. He cited Cyr's ruling that "cer-
tainly subjecting the parents of children
attending church schools to truancy ac-
tions. . . would have a significant effect
on the schools, thereby affording the state
substantial defacto control ofthe church
schoolsl'Ball noted that the quote from
the judge's ruling is saying that a "whole-
sale prosecutiorf' of parents "would cer-
tainly raise First Amendment questionsl'
He further noted that Cyr himself cited
the Constitution as a caution agairut rm-
ancy action, and that fact gave the rul-
ing weight for other states also.
Pastor Frankland said in an early
January interview that the Maine Asso-
ciation of Christian Schools had heard no
word whether the state intends to appeal,
and he noted that he would be shocked
if the department does not walk very
cautiously on such matters. State educa-
tion bureaucrats say that no legislative
action is planned this year, and officials
will not comment whether they plan a
court appeal.
Frankland recounted several steps that
MACS has taken over a period of nearly
five years to find a point of co-existing
with the department, and he noted that
the Maine Department of Education has
rebuffed every one of them. Tivo stand
out. In March 1980 MACS entered a bill
in state legislature to exempt private
schools from state control. Though some
3,000 supporters came for a legislative
hearing, the liberal-controlled Maine
legislature rejected the measure on advice
of the education commissioner.
In May 1980, 8a11, newly hired as
MACS counsel, wrote Maine Attorney
General Richard Cohen for an opinion
on whether Maine education law might
not apply to public schools only. Cohen
did not respond, says Frankland. Later,
on the witness stand in court, Maine
Commissioner of Education Harold
Raynolds, Jr., admitted that he also had
not replied to several of Ball's letters in
1980-81 on the same issue. Raynolds is
now Alaska education commissioner.
The Maine suit is evidently unique in
that it took place in federal court, giving
Cyr's ruling status with courts across the
nation. Further, it was initiated by the
Christian schools in October 1980.
Rather than await prosecution, MACS
sued the department when state officials
warned nine new schools to disband or
"face legal action."
-Eric E. tVigin
Bangor, Maine
AO
Nebraska Battle Gontinues;
Seven llathers lailed
For nearly seven years the state ot
Nebraska has struggled to find a racric,
any tactic, to shut down the unapproved
Faith Christian School in louisville.
Nebraska.
The state has padlocked the church.
thrown its pastor in jail, bodily ,.-ou.j
85 ministers from its sancruary, physically
occupied the building with guards, senr
seven fathers to jail, and forced seven
mothers to flee the srare as fugitives with
their children. Yet, Everett Sileven. school
administrator and pasror at Faith Baptist
Church which houses the school. has re-
mained unshakably determined to fieht
state approval. "
Sileven and 24 other unapproved
church schools in Nebraska a.e.," that
Jesus Christ, not the srate, is the-head of
his religious school ministry. To allow state
of6cials-possibly unbelievers-to license.
supervise, or control his church ministry
would be unbiblical and unconstitutional.
he maintains
The state counters Silevens arzuments
claiming it has a dury to 
".,rrrre 
th"at eue.y
child receives a quality education, a duty
the courrs of Nebraska have ruled grearer
than Sileven's religious r.gu*.rr,J.
However, Faith Christian School-
under a court order since 1929 to close-
continues to operate, year after year, tur-
moil after rurmoil. Yet the battered school
has suffered. At the close of 1983. onlv
four of the 25 students enrolled last fail
remained to attend classes.
Tioubles resumed in l.ouisville when
on Thanksgiving Eve seven farhers were
thrown in the Cass County Jail for refi.rs-
ing to tell a district court whether the
unapproved church school was still
operating.
Not wanting to incriminate them-
selves, the men pleaded their right to re-
main silent. But Judge Ronald Reagan of
Sarpy County said the Fifth AmenJment
is not permitted in civil conrempt law-
suits, only in criminal cases. He sentenced
the fathers to jail until they were willine
to talk.
"The judge has senrenced them to life
in prison, and for no crime],said their act-
ing pastor, Jim Keeton of Liberty, Mis-
souri, apparently confident the men will
maintain immutable silence. ,,Those are
seven_ strong men. They're holding up tre-
mendouslyj'Keeton said in December. ,,lf
Cod chose seven preachers to pur in jail
they wouldn't have held up bitter than
these men."
Confined to a single cell, the men
spent their first weeks in prison pacing the
floors, praying together, memo.irine
Scriptures, preaching to each orher, scrubl
brng rhe calaboose, and growing beards.
"lf they lose everything and come out
of jail uncompromisedj' Keeton said.
"then they're the winners. Vhat good is
it to have a job or home in a state where
you're not free?"
The fathers petitioned more than 40
attorneys throughout the state before the
firm of Nelson, Morris, and Holdeman.
in Lincoln, agreed to defend their case.
Judge 
_ 
Reagan said he was not legally
bound to appoint the men an artornev
since they were neither indigent nor in-
volved in a criminal trial. Opinion has
varied on just why the men experiencei
difficulty obraining legal couniel. Some
suggest he problem was due to the men's
insistence on pleading their right to re-
main silent. Keeron and others believe the
men were being "blackballed" by ut-
torneys throughout the stare who want
to steer clear of the conrroversy.
The wives of the men, Sileven. and
Gresa Schmidt (Sileven s daushter and
schoolteacher) were also subpoenaed to
lppear at the hearing. But they chose to
flee the state instead. The mothers wanted
O
I
o
Mlchaet Farrls and earUara clt ;"ffireporters ln support of the Nebraska fathers.
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to avoid the likely risk of losing their
children if they went to jail, and Sileven
wanted to avoid becoming the focus of
national attention again. Judge Reagan
reacted promptly and firmly to their
absence by issuing a bench warrant for
their arrest.
But as the mothers fled the state. and
the steel bars separated father from child,
hundreds of vexed pastors nationwide
rallied at Faith Baptist Church to show
their support for the so-called "Louisville
Sevenl'In a tension-filled sanctuary, Greg
Dixon from Indianapolis, Indiana, said,
"This is the greatest struggle in the
religious history of America."
But this "greatest struggle" soon caused
Faith Baptist to smack more of a fort than
a church, especially as the state renewed
its threats to close down the school. The
church posted signs greeting every new-
comer with a strong warning: only peo-
ple seeking worship or spiritual guidance
were welcome. Anyone else, especially
government officials, must first call and
seek permission to enter Dixon said the
church had formed its own "security
forcel' an action prompted when an
unknown gunman blasted the windows
out of the church's front doors. Sentries
were found stationed everywhere-when
entering the dooq when going to the
basement, when making a phone call,
when going in the pastor's study, and
when leaving the back door.
Clay Nutall, of Fruitport, Michigan,
went as far as to sav that the church was
prepared for a confrontation with police
for reopening the school. One unfortu-
nate pastor became the victim of such
alarm when he was forcibly pinned
against a wall for wearing a badge on his
belt. He was not an undercover police-
man, he pleaded, just a volunteer fireman,
He promptly removed the badge.
Yet Ed Rowe said the louisville group
was committed to nonviolence. "People
have been invited to get out ifthey carry
a weapon any more dangerous than fin-
gernail clippersj'he said. "You never use
carnal weapons in protecting a spiritual
ministryl'He speculated that an outbreak
of violence could erupt only if the sheriffs
department were responsible. "Some of
the officers are very jumpy, you knowl'
Rowe said.
Before Sileven left the state he formed
a l0-member steering committee to plan a
strategy for the release of the imprisoned
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The Washlngton rally drew natlonal attentlon to the Nebraska sltuatlon where the state
ls attemptlng to stop parents from sendlng thelr chlldren to the Chrlstlan school.
fathers and to care for the fugitive
mothers and their 31 children.
The committee met daily behind
tightly guarded doors. Some notable fig-
ures in that think-tank were Greg Dixon,
president of the American Coalition for
Unregistered Churches; Ed Rowe, presi-
dent of the Church kague of America;
and Robert McCurry, publisher of Tbmple
Times.
They emerged with a single.minded
objective: to raise national awareness over
the church-school battle in Nebraska and
to bring national reproach on the state
for "persecuting" seven families who want
to follow their religious convicrions.
"These families are identifizing with
persecution in a way most will never
know. They are experiencing Christian
persecution;' Keeton said.
A telephone bank was set up at the
church across the hall from the school
where hundreds of pastors went to work
mobilizing thousands of colleagues. In ad-
dition, they telephoned both major media
networks and state officials to lobby for
national news coverage and release ofthe
"Louisville Sevenl'
For several weeks the pastors rallied
each day at the Cass County Jail in Platts-
mouth. At times the temperature dipped
to 17 degrees below zero. They marched
around the building, sang hymns, deliv-
ered short sermons, carried Bibles, and
waved placards that read, "!(/hy are seven
godly men in jail?" "These arrests would
be OK in Russia]"'l-et my people go]'and
"Don't arrest my wifel'
The steering committee also directed
a massive educational effort at Congress
and the Reagan Administration. In addi-
tion to writing thousands of letters and
attempting to make a "million" phone
calls, the louisville group sent the fugitive
mothers to Vashington to lead a demon-
stration at the \White House that artracted
more than 1,000 participants.
By Christmas, the steering committee
reportedly received support from 10 Sena-
tors and 12 Congressmen and some vague
promises from officials at both the Depart.
ment ofJustice and Deparrment of Educa-
tion over possible federal involvement.
Nevertheless, the seven fathers spent
the holiday season in jail, separated from
family and friends.
"They want to win the battle for the
whole nationl' said an inspired fugitive
mother, Julie Nolte. "They want to stay
until it's overl'
Martin Mawler
Inuist,ille, Nebraska
6l
News
On November 23, the same day seven
Louisville, Nebraska, fathers were jailed
for refusing to compromise religious con-
victions, another American, a mother of
four, was arrested and spent two and a
half hours in the Rogersville, Gnnessee,
jail for asserting what she believed were
her rights as a parent.
When Vicki Frost went to Church
Hill Elementary School to remove her
second-grade daughter from the reading
class where books Mrs. Frost considers
hostile to Christianity are used, she was
promptly arrested on two counts of tres-
passing. Although the charges were
dropped some two weeks later at a pre-
liminary hearing, a lawsuit filed by law-
yers in Greeneville federal court on behalf
of Mrs. Frost and other parents is pend-
ing. The issue is seen as a matter of state
versus parental authority.
Mrs. Frost, her husband, Roger, and
a number of other Hawkins Counry fami-
lies who organized in September as Citi-
zens Organized for Bener Schools say the
books published by CBS-owned Holt,
Rinehart, and \ilinston advocate "situa-
tion ethics, self-autonomy of children, gun
control" and contain "anticapitalist and
antibiblical biases."
Mrs. Frost said the parents sought
"every reasonable avenue, including ask-
ing for alternate books and offering
parent volunteers to sit with children dur-
ing the reading period. We even offered
to hire private tutorsl' But school officials
insisted the Holt books be read by all
students.
Acconding to Mike Farris, aftorney for
the parents, they are waiting for U.S.
District Court Judge Thomas Huss to rule
on a temporary injunction. The injunc-
tion was filed as part of a lawsuit seeking
to allow the children to return to school
and use an alternative reader until a final
court decision can be reached on the te:<t-
book controversy. Farris said this is the
first lawsuit involving suspension of
schoolchildren or arrest of parents.
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plaintiffs' attorney, [.es Bailey, said the
threats are without foundation in law.
Negotiations between both parties to
achieve a compromise have been unsuc-
cessful. Bailey said the parents "are still
willing to sign an agreement as long as
vital interests are not at stake; that is, with
fulI reservation and protection of their
constitutional rights." Bailey added that
Nat Coleman, attorney for the school
board, made it clear there is no room for
compromise, and students may return to
school only if they attend reading classes.
Emotions over the textbook dispute
have been running high in this East Jbn-
nessee community. Mrs. Frost has had
threats against her life. Attorney Mike
Farris said he was told by a prominent
Hawkins County citizen that "there's go-
ing to be a lynching when this is all overl'
School superintendent Bill Snodgrass
called the COBS group "extremistsi' a
"wrecking crewl' and referred to Con-
cerned Women for America which has a
Capitol Hill office, as 'butside agitators
with their fat wallets and attorney from
Washington, DCI'Snodgrass made the re-
marks at a December PIA meeting of
some 800 parents, students, and school
officials, plus a handful of COBS mem-
bers and sympathizers. Jean Price, prin-
cipal of the school where Mrs. Frost was
arrested, said in a letter to the editor of
a local paper that the parents'protest is
"really an organized all-out attack against
public schools."
In her letteq Mrs. Price assessed the
parental action in the controversy as part
of "a national anti public education move-
ment that would like to indoctrinate stu-
dents in its narrow religious and philo-
sophical point of viewl'
Vicki Frost disagrees. "'!7e dorlt want
to dictate our conscience on anyone else.
But likewise we don't want them to force
their humanistic beliefs on usl'
-Suzanne Clo:rk
Ro ger su ill e, Tenne ss e e
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Tennessee Mother laileil
over Textbook Battle
Farris, an aftorney for the legal defense
foundation of Concerned \il7omen for
America, a Christian activist group
headed by Beverly LaHaye, is represent-
ing 11 Church Hill families who sued the
Hawkins County School Board Decem-
ber 2. local attorney l,es Bailey is assist-
ing. Besides asking that the children be
reinstated with no "adverse actiorf'taken
against hem, the complaint requests un-
specified monetary damages, probably in-
cluding, said Farris, tuition costs for
children whose parents felt compelled to
enroll them in other schools.
"W; don't w&nt o
t a  ailctote our consclence
but likewise we don't
wont them to force
their beliefs on us'
"It was either move my kids to another
school or have them arrestedl' said
Mrs. Frost, referring to a December 10
report in the Knoruille lunwl that related
a plan devised by a Rogersville juvenile
judge for readmitting students who had
been suspended, then arresting them for
unruly conduct if they failed to attend
reading classes as parents had instructed.
Juvenile Judge Reece Gibson, head of
a group opposed to COBS, said in the ar-
ticle he is excusing himself from hearing
any qrs€s involving the Church Hill fami-
lies. He maintained that parents could
also be charged with "encouraging or
aiding and abetting, or contributing to
the unruly acts]'a potential misdemeanor
carrying up to a maximum of "ll months
and 29 days in the county jail." But the
News
Gundry Asked to Resign from ETS
At its 35th annual meeting, the Evan-
gelical Theological Society reaffirmed its
commitment to the inerrancy of Scrip-
ture. \ilith a decisive majority the society
voted to reject the views of one of its
members and to request his resignation
for "detracting from the historical trust-
worthiness of the Gospel of Matthewl'
Meeting December 15-17 at the Cris-
well Center for Biblical Studies in Dallas,
the Conservative debating society was
urged by Paige Patterson to go on record
as rejecting the position taken by Robert
Gundry in his recent commentary on
Matthew Professor Gundry of \Uestmont
College disturbed many of his colleagues
with such assertions as: "The gospel
writer materially altered and embellished
historical traditionsl' Employing the ad-
jective midrashic and haggidic to describe
the genre of Matthew's gospel he states
"Matthew treats us to historv mixed with
elements that cannot be called historical
in the modern sense. . . hence, 'Jesus said'
or'Jesus did' need not always mean that
in history Jesus said or did what followsl'
The ETS requires its members to af-
firm that "the Bible alone and. . . in its
entirety, is the Word of God written, and
therefore inerrantl' Many of the founding
fathers and elder statesmen of the society
were visibly and vocally prcsent to express
"grave concerrf' for the firture of the
society if Gundry's views were accepted.
In the tense and sometimes heated busi-
ness session on Saturday the members
overwhelmingly brushed aside efforts to
table the Gundry issue, and went on to
ask him to resign from the society.
Gundry responded: "Of course, I will
resignl'He then commended the society
for its diligence and expressed his regrets
at their decision. He graciously urged his
supporters to remain in the society and
to put this incident behind them. It is not
yet certain how this will affect his posi.
tion at Westmont College, a school that
has a strong Conservative constituency.
Daniel R. Mitchell
Dallas. Tbxas
send":-;;;$l$emrnary
Wlnona Lake, IlT 46590
Grace Thoological Seminary admits studenls without regaro ro racs, c0l0r, s6x, handicap 0r othnic odgin.
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\ilorld Qelieious News
Religious Broadcasters
Return to Washington
WASHINGTON-:Ihe National Reli-
gious Broadcasters' annual convention
was held January 29-Rbruary 1, fearuring
nationally known religious figures. Jerry
Falwell spoke for the FCC luncheon.
'Workshops 
dealt with changes in tech-
nology, marketing, regulations, and au-
dience needs, with special emphases pot.
lighting the ministry to Hispanics and
blacks.
Appearances by members of Congress,
the Commissioners of the Federal Com.
munications Commission, and leading le-
gal authorities were the highlights of the
NRB Convention.
North Carolina Southern Baptists
Uphold Option
of Ordaining Women
GREENSBORq N.C. (RNS)-North
Carolina Southern Baptists have upheld
the right of their congregations to ordain
women pastors, taking action on a topic
that has become increasingly controversial
in Conservative church circles. At their
annual meeting, the Southern Baptists
passed a resolution to ordain women by
927 to 724. While the resolution reaf-
firmed a position taken by the North
Carolina convention in 1975, debate over
ordination for women has been renewed
in several ocal Southern Baptist associa-
tions this year. The North Carolina reso-
lution reaffirmed the policy of local
autonomy, recognized "freedom of con-
sciencel'and upheld the "right of the local
church to ordain all persons who are
called to a church-related ministryl' Its
wording was substituted for the original
proposed text, which called for "undimin-
ished support of the commitment, ordina-
(A
tion, and employment of women" in
every part of the Southern Baptist
ministry.
NCC Defers Vote
on Homosexual
Church Membership
HARIFORD, Conn. (RNS)-jfhe Na-
tional Council of Churches said here that
it could not grant membership to the
Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan
Community Churches, a denomination
formed primarily for homosexuals. The
council's governing board voted 116-94 to
postpone action indefinitely on a proposal
that would have declared the 27,000-
member denomination eligible for mem-
bership. To many, the vote was a "polite
'no' 
" to the request from the gay church
to join the council. But to those who
favor involving the denomination in
council activities, the postponement was
not a full rejection. A few felt that the
action still left open the possibility that
the church might be declared eligible for
membership sometime in the firture.
]udge Suspends Sentence
of Woman Who Stole
Baptist Church Funds
RALEIGH, NC. (RNS)-A judge in
Raleigh granted a Baptist churchs plea for
"leniency and mercy" in suspending the
sentence of a former church secretary
whom he had found guilty of embezzling
almost $30.000 in church funds. Instead
of giving a jail sentence for the offense,
Superior Court Judge Robert L. Farmer
ordered Kay lee Buchanan to perform
200 hours of community service. The de-
fendant was secretary of the Pleasant
Grove Baptist Church in Fuquay-Varina,
North Carolina. between 1970 and 1981.
She will also undergo psychiatric treat-
ment as part ofthe sentence. Prosecutor
John T Kall said Mrs. Buchanan had
tried to resign her job twice when she
realized she could not control her impulse
to steal. but church officials would not
accept her resignation. They refused her
resignation the first time because they
thought she was doing a good job. The
theft was discovered by her successor long
after she left.
IRS Seizes Priest's Car
for Tbx Payment
INDTANAPOLIS (RNS)-Since 1982,
Rev. Cosmas Raimondi of Indianapolis
has withheld half of his personal income
taxes to protest U.S. spending for nuclear
arms, American policy in Central Amer-
ica, and draft registration. But the Inter-
nal Revenue Service has repaid Father
Raimondi in kind by seizing his car. The
32ryear-old Catholic pastor is not fazed.
"We need to live more simply any-
wayi'he said. The pastor says he is going
to cut his salary to the point where he
will not owe any taxes. He now makes
$6,500 a year and gets his rectory free.
The parish council of the Holy Cross
Catholic Church told the IRS that it
would not "undermine its pastor's deci-
sion to withhold his personal taxesl'
People Magazine, UPI, and
the Joan Rivers Myth
BEVERLY HILLS, Calif.-Recently,
Rev. Jerry Falwell was guest at a Beverly
Hills dinner hosted by entertainer Pat
Boone. Boone also invited approximately
one dozen leading Hollywood figures.
Some of these celebrities had previously
supported Norman Lear's smear cam-
paign against Falwell's Moral Majority.
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Boone asked Falwell to share his faith
and his personal convictions regarding the
drift of the television industry and to
answer questions. Falwell did just that.
Reports from those who attended were
positive toward Falwell.
However. United Press lnternational
and People MagaTine reported an er-
roneous version of that same occasion. In
the UPI/People version, Falwell was
reported to have been an admirer of the
risque comedy of Joan Rivers and alleg-
edly told Rivers that he "adores herl'UPI
added the sarcastic comment that "it's not
yet certain when Joan Rivers will be
speaking at Liberty Baptist Collegel'
Falwell said, "It is this kind of dis-
honest and vitriolic reporting by the na-
tional media that reveals the true feelings
toward the efforts of Moral Majorityl'
Falwell says he made none of the al-
leged statements attributed to him by
People and UPI, nor had he ever heard
or seen Rivers on stage or in person
before that dinner meeting.
Mail,order Minister
Gets Nine.year Term
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (RNS)-A
pastor of the mail-order Universal Life
Church has been sentenced to nine years
in prison for fraudulently claiming more
than $200,000 in charitable contributions
in preparing tax renlrns for other persons.
Assistant U.S. Attorney George
O'Connell said the defendant, William R.
Richardson, had described himself as a
doctor of divinity with the Universal Life
Church, the leader of a 25-member
congregation.
Federal prosecutors said he falsely
claimed 50 percent of taxpayers' adjusted
gross income as a charitable contribution
and then split the refund check with the
tixpayers after preparing their tax returns
for a fee. O'Connell said he had prepared
such claims for more than 250 clients and
claimed refunds totaline an estimated
$600.000.
Deaths
SCHROON LAKE, N.Y.-Marge
Wyrtzen, wife of \(/ord of Life's founder
Jack \fyrtzen, died on January 1 at their
home in Schroon Lake. New York. She
was born on May 10, 1912, and received
Christ as her Saviour at Pinebrook Bible
Conference in July 1933. On April 18,
1936, Marge married the boy next door,
Jack.
Marge was a constant supporter of
Jack's ministry as he conducted open-air
preaching services and radio broadcasts
in New York City, and she continued that
support as the Word of Life ministry grew
to reach and encourage young people and
families around the world.
Mrs. Wyrtzen is survived by her hus-
band, Jack, five children, 14 grandchil-
dren. and one sister.
Horvdoesyour
church'stack ap?
To build a church, you need the right building
blocks. Jesus Christ, the chief cornerstone. God's
Word, the solid foundation. And another vital
building block-a strong Sunday School.
The Scripture Press All-Bible Curriculum is
sturdily built on God's Word, with Christ at its
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Brotherly love!
he early church was a loving fellowship (Acts 2:46; Heb.
10:33-34). Paul's converts and associates in the ministry
showed love to him (Acts 16:15; Rom. 16:34). This love
was returned by the apostle (2 Cor. 6ll-12), He further expressed
his love to the vast majority of churches and individuals with
whom he corresponded. Even a brief study of the New Gsta-
ment reveals that love was a principal ingredient of Christian
experience and relationships. Why, then, is it at such a premium
today? Just what does the New fbstament teach about the love
that is to be shown among true believers, regardless of their
denominational "tag"l
First, our love for one another is based on the love Christ
has for us flohn 13:34; 15:12;1 John 3:23). When we express
love to others in the family of God we are giving genuine evi-
dence of our belonging to Him.
Second, love is an evidence of the New Birth because it is
part of the fruit of the Spirit (GaL 5:22). One who does not
belong to Christ cannot be producing the fruit of the Spirit,
for he has no spiritual life. Only saved persons can manifest the
fruitl
w
Philip A. Jones is
pastor of Norrhwesr
Baptist Church, J ackson,
Misslssippi.
dol" \iUhat a high and holy goal for those who know Christ.
A fourth New Gstament principle concerning the exhibi-
tion of love among Christians is found in many references (Phil.
1:9; Col. 3:14; I Thess. 3:12, to name just a few). Showing love
to others within God's family is part of a growing faithl Increas-
ing maturity will produce greater expressions of love. Our "love
quotient" is the tool of measurement for the level of spiritual
maturity we have reached.
Another wonderful aspect of this love between Christians
is that it is a most practical thing. Too often, love is viewed as
almost ghost-like-unknown and unknowable! The New Gsta.
ment, on the other hand, presents its manifestation in the most
down-to-earth terms. Love is taught as the outward expression
r
lroue is known os we forglve
iniuries ond proctice potience.
Wt rn we express loue to others
in the fonily of God we &re glving
genuine evidence of our belongtng
to Him,
Third, love is taught by the apostle Paul to be the one overall
controlling factor of the Christian life (1 Cor. 16:14). One might
paraphrase this verse in this way: "Let love regulate all tlwt you
of an inward attitude. r0ile show love when we meet the needs
of others (Heb. 6:10) and when we help strangers (Matt. 25:35).
love is shown in clothing the naked Matt. 25:36) and visiting
the sick flames l:27). \0e prove our love when we support weaker
believers rather than raising our spiritual noses at them (Gal.
6:2; 1 Thess. 5:14). This is further emphasized by realizing that
we show our love by covering, rather than exposing, the faults
of others (cf. Prov. 10:12 with 1 Peter 4:8). love is known as we
forgive injuries (Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13) and practice patience (Eph.
4:2). Yes, Christian love is most practicall
A solemn word of warning is sounded in the Epistle of
1 John: Hypocrites do not have any love (1 John 2:9,11; 4:20),
Does the way you relate to other believers prove your love-or
expose you as a hypocrite?
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